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[bookmark: _Hlk214464870]The Ontario Planning Commission met in regular session on May 13, 2026, at 4:00 p.m., in the Municipal Building with Jill Knight presiding.  Present during roll call were Commission members Jill Knight, Hank Webb, Service-Safety Director Michael Morton, and Mayor Josh Bradley; Engineer Mark Rufener, Law Director Andrew Medwid, Zoning Inspector Benji Hall, Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker and Assistant Clerk of Council Abbey Beaver. Excused: Diane Wolfe. Mrs. Wolfe will also be excused from the June and July meetings. 

The minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting of April 8, 2026, were presented for approval. Hearing no corrections, the minutes were approved as presented.

The first item to come before the Commission was a variance request submitted by Vernon Barnhill to use one existing 6” sewer lateral in place of two 4” laterals for zero lot line units on his property at 1598-1600 Spring Village Lane. The code to be varied is Section 925.05(d), a separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for every building or structure.

Mr. Barnhill, 1701 Spring Village Lane, explained: 
· When he built the house, the plans were approved by the county and the Zoning Inspector. 
· They never said anything about having to put two sewer lines in for a zero lot line double. 
· He knew he had to put in two water taps but nothing was said about the sewer. 
· The Sewer Supervisor at the time inspected the line with a camera and never said anything about needing another tap for the other unit. 
· The 6” tap is bigger that the required 4” tap.  
· He never saw the required two 4” taps and no one, the City or the contractors, mentioned that there are supposed to be two sewer taps. 
· The existing line comes into the basement, has a cleanout pipe, and a backflow trap so it doesn’t come back into the house. 
· He is requesting to sell the house as it was built with a contract between parcels if sold separately.

Mr. Rufener advised: 
· It is not necessary to have two sewer taps if you have two water taps.
· It is Ontario’s code that states each unit should have its own sewer tap.
· He does not foresee a problem with the one 6” sewer line. 
· For two units a 6” sewer line will be enough to handle any flows.
· The bigger issue would be the shared maintenance.

Law Director Medwid stated there should be a recorded easement because it is a property issue. 

Mr. Rufener said if the survey has not been recorded yet it would be beneficial to record the easement with the survey. The surveyor could incorporate an easement on each parcel that would 


give rights to utilities for access, maintenance, and reconstruction. He suggested a blanket easement for utilities is documented by the surveyor. 

Law Director Medwid clarified the survey would be seen when a title search is done.

At 4:20 p.m., the Public Hearing was opened for the variance request from Vernon Barnhill on Section 925.05(d), a separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for every building or structure. Notice of Public Hearing letters were mailed to adjoining property owners.

At 4:20 p.m., hearing no one who wished to speak, the Public Hearing was closed. 

Mrs. Knight confirmed a blanket utilities easement will be noted in the survey.

Inspector Hall stated the survey must be recorded. 

Director Morton moved to approve the variance request by Vernon Barnhill for the zero lot line at 1598-1600 Spring Village Lane with the requirements of a blanket utility easement being presented to the Zoning Inspector, approved by the Engineer and Law Director, and then recorded, second by Mrs. Knight. 
Four members cast their votes aye, zero nay, and the motion passed.

A letter listing the requirements for variance approval will be sent to Mr. Barnhill.

Mayor Bradley advised he would like to bring the zoning code updates to a Planning Commission meeting and discuss the changes. Commission members will have the zoning code updates ahead of time for review. 

Mrs. Knight was contacted by Deborah Sorensen, 52 Creston Road, because Vacuum World does not have a greenbelt between their properties. It has been cut down again. 
 
At 4:24 p.m., with no further business to come before the Planning Commission, Director Morton moved to adjourn, second by Mrs. Knight.




							
									/s/ Jill Knight, Chair
