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The Ontario Planning Commission met in special session on December 22, 2015, at 10:00 a.m., 

in the Municipal Building with Chairman Fred Zahn presiding. The following Committee 

members were present at roll call:  Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Service-Safety Director Jeff 

Wilson, Mick Motley and Jill Knight. Also in attendance was Law Director Andrew Medwid, 

K.E. McCartney Engineer Mark Rufener, Zoning Inspector Dan Herrold, and Clerk of Council 

Cathy VanAuker.  

 

Mr. Zahn presented for approval the minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting held 

November 12, 2015. Mayor Hutchinson moved to approve the minutes as presented and Mrs. 

Knight seconded the motion. Five members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to approve the 

minutes passed.  

 

The first item on the agenda brought Steve Bridgeford of J & F Construction before the 

Commission seeking final site plan approval for a change of use from Fast Food/Retail to 

Medical Use in a Business District located at 375 North Lexington-Springmill Road (formally 

White Castle).  

 Mr. Herrold said all set-backs and parking meet code.  

 Medical use is permitted within a Business District. 

 Signage has not been addressed at this time. 

 

Discussion pertaining to the change continued. 

 In response to Mrs. Knight’s question if there would be additional exterior lighting,  

Mr. Bridgeford said no new lighting would be added. 

 The parking lot would be resealed. 

 No changes would be made to the foot print of the building. 

 The exterior color will be changed and the drive-thru window will be removed. 

 Hours of operation are 8 am – 8 pm. 

 

Lt. Mullins expressed no concerns at this time but requested the contractor submit an electronic 

copy of the internal renovations. 

 

Mayor Hutchinson moved to approve the final site plan for a change of use from Fast 

Food/Retail to Medical Use in a Business District located at 375 North Lexington-Springmill 

Road. Mrs. Knight seconded the motion. At roll call, five members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the 

motion passed. 

 

The next item on the agenda was the final site plan approval for the addition of an ambulance 

canopy, bulk oxygen storage, generator and above ground fuel storage tank enclosure to be 

located at 715 Richland Mall. The structures are to be located on the west side of the Avita 

Health building.  

 Mr. Herrold said all setbacks meet code. 

 Water Department Supervisor Marc Henke reviewed the plans noting the fuel storage 

tank was originally proposed to be an underground tank but he informed Avita they need  
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to install an above ground fuel tank with all necessary leak protection and recovery issues 

addressed because the location is in Wellhead Protection Zone 1. 

o  Lt. Mullins submitted the FAA must approve the location for this structure and once 

completed the area is to be inspected by the State Fire Marshal and Lt. Mullins. 

 The storm water management doesn’t need addressed because the impervious area will 

not be changed by code. 

 

Lt. Mullins provided comments. 

o Lt. Mullins was heavily involved in determining the location and the set-up of the 

canopy so it could handle the anticipated number of ambulances. Lt. Mullins is 

satisfied with the location of this structure. 

o The one-way maneuvering lanes for parking are 16ʹ wide which is acceptable as long 

as the access roads around three quarters of the building remain at least 24ʹ wide. 

 

Mr. Herrold said the proposed accessory building is 5ʹ 8ʹʹ from the property line, code requires 5ʹ, 

but the architect stressed they retain the 5ʹ 8ʹʹ distance.  

 The 25,000 gallon above-ground fuel tank will be surrounded by a structure connected to 

the proposed accessory building. 

 The hospital generators and 02 tanks will be stored inside the accessory building. 

 

The FAA must approve this submittal before Avita can move forward with their plans. 

 

Mr. Motley moved to approve the final site plan for the addition of an ambulance canopy and 

bulk oxygen storage, generator and above ground fuel storage tank enclosure located at Avita, 

715 Richland Mall. Mayor Hutchinson seconded the motion. At roll call five members voted Aye, 

zero Nay, and the motion passed.  

 

Mayor Hutchinson acknowledged Fred Zahn for his years of service, his dedication and 

commitment to the Planning Commission. Mr. Zahn’s term ends December 31, 2015. 

 Mr. Zahn said it was a pleasure working with the Mayor and Commission members. He 

appreciates everything they have done. 

 

At 10:13 a.m., with no further business to come before the Planning Commission, the meeting 

was adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Wilson and a second by Mr. Motley. 
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