
  

 

 MINUTES 

ONTARIO SPECIAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 23, 2014 

 

 

The Ontario Planning Commission met in special session on October 23, 2014, at 8:15 a.m., in the 

Municipal Building with Chairman Fred Zahn presiding. The following Committee members were 

present at roll call:  Chairman Fred Zahn, Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Service-Safety Director Jeff 

Wilson, and Jill Knight. Also in attendance were: Law Director Andrew Medwid, City Engineer 

Linda Timmer, Zoning Inspector Dan Herrold, Mark Rufener of K.E. McCartney, Councilman Mark 

Weidemyre and Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker.  

 

Mr. Motley was excused from today’s meeting. 

 

Mr. Zahn said the purpose of the special meeting was to approve the final plat for Ontario Triangle 

Development and the final site plan for Ontario Hospitality Inc. Towne Place Suites. 

 

Mr. Herrold said the final plat being presented by Ontario Triangle Development meets code for all 

set- backs, right-of-way and road width.  

 Lt. Mullins was disappointed three traffic lanes were not being proposed to accommodate 

future growth but nothing in the city code requires three lanes. 

 A road longer than 800ʹ with a cul-de-sac requires a variance. The Law Director determined a 

variance was not required for this street. 

 Ms. Timmer said all of her comments pertaining to the storm water plan were answered and 

all requests were done. 

 Mr. Medwid addressed the question if a variance was needed for this street. The city’s 

definition of a cul-de-sac is a permanent dead end with a turn around for a vehicle. The site 

plan indicates a future street at this location and because part of the roadway is open to the 

right it is not a permanent enclosure of the road at this time. If the right-side was closed off 

like the left-side then it would be a cul-de-sac. A variance is not necessary. 

 Mr. Medwid referenced Zoning Code 1117.04 (a)(5), Cul-de-sac and dead-end streets. The 

section heading is for ease of use and for it to be referring to a dead-end street that wording 

must be part of the actual descriptive paragraph, which it is not. A dead-end street is defined 

in the definition section of the code. If it was important for the dead-end street to be part of 

this provision then it would be stated within the paragraph and since it is not, even though it 

is in the heading, dead-end street is not included. 

 Ms. Timmer commented that she would like the remainder of the roadway completed in the 

next phase because this is a very long dead-end street.  She should place a No Outlet sign at 

the Ferguson Road entrance but it may deter people from driving back. There isn’t an outlet 

the other way but it does come back onto the street.  

 Responding to a question on how many lanes ODOT will allow, Ms. Timmer said ODOT 

will not restrict the number of lanes but if too many lanes were at the Ferguson Road/Lex-

Springmill intersection the city would risk losing the traffic light because there would no 

longer be any stacking and it could not be warranted.  

 

Mr. Wilson made a motion approving the final plat for Ontario Hospitality to be located at the east 

end of Ferguson Road. Mrs. Knight seconded the motion. At roll call, four members voted Aye, zero 

Nay, and the motion passed. 
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The next item on the agenda was the final site plan approval for Ontario Hospitality Inc. Towne 

Place Suites.  

Mr. Herrold said they are seeking two variance requests: (1) code allows three stories with a 

maximum height of 50ʹ; the request is four stories with a height of 49ʹ 10.5ʹʹ, and (2) two driveways, 

neither meet the code requirement that one drive must be 75ʹ from the edge of the property line. 

 

Variance request – 1141.01  Height by Zoning District.   

 Lt. Mullins worked with the developer on moving trees for acceptable building access. 

 

Variance request – 1145.07(2) Driveways.  

 The 24ʹ driveway width does not meet the ingress/egress code width of 36ʹ. Lt Mullins would 

accept this if the variance was granted because there was continuous access flow. If the 

variance was not granted then he would like the primary drive at 36ʹ. 

 Parking was added to meet code. 

 Mr. Rufener said the turning radius was increased which allows better access for emergency 

vehicles. 

 Mr. Rufener said a request was sent to Sam’s Club corporate office requesting access from 

the motel site onto Sam’s Club parking area. The local manager is in favor of the drive which 

does not require a drive permit because it is from one business to another.  

 

At 8:37 a.m., Mr. Zahn opened the public hearing for the variance request to construct four stories in 

the Ontario Hospitality Inc. Towne Place Suites. 

 

At 8:39 a.m., seeing no one in the audience who received letters pertaining to this variance request 

and hearing no one who wished to speak, Mr. Zahn closed the public hearing. 

 

Mayor Hutchinson made a motion approving the variance request for Ontario Hospitality to build 

four stories at their location on Ferguson Road. Mrs. Knight seconded the motion. At roll call, four 

members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

At 8:40 a.m., Mr. Zahn opened the public hearing for the variance request allowing Ontario 

Hospitality to have two driveways.  

 

At 8:41 a.m., seeing no one in the audience who received letters pertaining to this variance request 

and hearing no one who wished to speak, Mr. Zahn closed the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Wilson made a motion approving the variance request allowing Ontario Hospitality to have two 

driveways. Mrs. Knight seconded the motion. At roll call, four members voted Aye, zero Nay, and 

the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Zahn called for comments pertaining to the final site plan for Ontario Hospitality.  Hearing none, 

Mrs. Knight made a motion to approve the final site plan for Ontario Hospitality. Mayor Hutchinson 

seconded the motion. At roll call, four members voted Aye, zero nay, and the motion passed. 

 

 



Ontario Planning Commission 

October 23, 2014 

Page 3 

 

 

Mayor Hutchinson said this winter they will begin reviewing the zoning code and should have some 

changes to present to the Planning Commission in the spring. 

 

At 8:43 a.m., with no further business to come before the Planning Commission, Mrs. Knight made a 

motion to adjourn with a second by Mayor Hutchinson. At roll call, four members voted Aye and the 

meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

 

                       ______________________________________________ 

                                                   Randy E. Hutchinson, Mayor                           Date 

                                                   Acting Chairman 


