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The Ontario Planning Commission met in regular session on July 13, 2016, at 5:00 p.m., in the 

Municipal Building with Chair Susan Wiles presiding. The following Commission members 

were present at roll call: Chair Susan Wiles, Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Mick Motley and Jill 

Knight. Also, in attendance were Law Director Andrew Medwid, Zoning Inspector Dan Herrold, 

K.E. McCartney Engineer Mark Rufener, and Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker.  

 

Mr. Motley moved to excuse Mr. Wilson from this evening’s meeting. Mrs. Knight seconded the 

motion. At roll call, four members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.  

 

Mrs. Wiles presented for approval the minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting held 

June 8, 2016. Mrs. Knight moved to approve the minutes as presented with a second by  

Mr. Motley. Four members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to approve the minutes passed.  

 

First to come before the Commission was a request to rezone a section of property approximately 

50ʹ by 300ʹ located behind Pediatric Consultants at 896 N. Lexington Springmill Road from R-2 

to Business. This property is owned by Leah Kitchen at 895 Randallwood Drive. Chad Craig of 

Seiler and Craig Surveying, 270 Park Avenue West, came before the Commission to explain the 

need for this request. 

 Owners of Pediatric Consulting would like to purchase the 50ʹ parcel for the possibility of 

future parking but now as a buffer due to how close the building is to the east property. 

 Mrs. Wiles said she drove by the property today and there is a nice wooden privacy fence 

along the side and back of the property, then asked if they will encompass this section 

with a similar fence.   

 Mr. Craig said he would make the owners aware that once they do anything with this 

property they would need to install a privacy fence around the area they are purchasing. 

He would also make them aware there would need to be a 15ʹ green belt from the east to 

the west at the new line. They haven’t done any survey field work at this time because 

they wanted to wait to see what decisions were made this evening. At this time they don’t 

know the distance from the back of the building and sidewalk to the actual property line. 

Hopefully the 50ʹ request will suffice for the 44ʹ requirement to create one row of parking 

with an access lane, which would not include the greenbelt, so he may need to come back 

and request an additional 10ʹ. 

 Mr. Herrold recommended the installation of the privacy fence not only to contain any 

noise and trash but also to match the existing retail businesses along Lex-Springmill 

Road. The fence would extend behind the houses and along the back stretch. 

 

Mr. Motely moved to recommend to Council the rezoning of the proposed 50ʹ x 300ʹ parcel 

located behind Pediatric Consultants, located at 896 N. Lexington Springmill Road, from R-2 to 

Business with the conditions of continuing the fence and a greenbelt. Mr. Rufener said the 

motion should include, upon the condition of the property transferring to Pediatric Consultants, 

so if the property doesn’t transfer it is not rezoned. Mrs. Knight seconded the motion. At roll call, 

four members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 
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Next on the agenda was the Law Director giving his opinion regarding the discussions of farm 

animals within the city limits. Law Director Medwid provided information based on his research. 

 The City of Ontario is in line with neighboring communities with their rules and 

regulations pertaining to agricultural properties. Most other municipalities have the same 

5 acre requirement. 

 Mr. Medwid’s recommendation was to write a definition of acceptable farm animals 

within the city limits which would modify the current city code 521.09, Noxious or 

Offensive Odors. Then amend city code 557.02(a), Notice To Owner To Cut Noxious 

Weeds, Remove Litter, and Service, applicable to farm animals to include after seven (7) 

days of service of notice to the individual violating the statue, be it the landowner or 

tenant, the Zoning Inspector or designee, such as the Police Department, verifies the 

noxious or offensive odor. At which time of verification a certified letter is sent to the 

individual breeching the city ordinance. This allows the landowner or tenant to continue 

with their livelihood while placing a time limit on cleaning up something that smells 

offensive to other people in the area so the general health and welfare of the surrounding 

community is protected.  

 Mrs. Wiles asked for draft legislation preventing animals from being placed on a 5 acre 

parcel within the city limits that currently does not have animals. Mr. Medwid said he 

would research this request, prepare the legislation, and give his opinion. 

 

Mrs. Knight moved to request the Law Director prepare legislation amending codified 

ordinances 521.09 and 557.02(a). Mr. Motley seconded the motion. Hearing no discussion, four 

members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.  

 

Mr. Herrold said no site plan approvals have been issued since the legislation passed authorizing 

the Zoning Inspector and Engineer to approve site plans. He will report on site plan approvals so 

the Commission is aware of all requests. 

 Ohio Health has not submitted a plan for approval but they have asked about storm water. 

Mr. Rufener said they requested guidance on how to handle storm water on the site which 

he responded to today. 

 

Mrs. Knight moved to authorize the Law Director to prepare legislation to not allow additional 

farm animals on property not currently being used for farm animals. Mayor Hutchinson seconded 

the motion. At roll call, four members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

At 5:22 p.m., with no further business to come before the Planning Commission, the meeting 

was adjourned upon a motion by Mrs. Knight and a second by Mayor Hutchinson.  

 

 

 

 

 

                       ______________________________________________ 

                                                   Susan Wiles, Chair                                            Date                                                    


