
  

 

 MINUTES 

ONTARIO SPECIAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

APRIL 21, 2015 

 

 

The Ontario Planning Commission met in special session on April 21, 2015, at 10:00 a.m., in the 

Municipal Building with Chairman Fred Zahn presiding. The following Committee members 

were present at roll call:  Chairman Fred Zahn, Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Service-Safety 

Director Jeff Wilson, Mick Motley and Jill Knight. Also in attendance was Law Director Andrew 

Medwid, K.E. McCartney Engineer Mark Rufener, Zoning Inspector Dan Herrold and Clerk of 

Council Cathy VanAuker.  

 

The first item on the agenda was the final site plan approval for the proposed helipad to be 

located at Avita Health Care, 715 Richland Mall. Mr. Herrold said the helipad would be located 

on the west side of the building. Current code does not address any specifications so it would be 

considered an accessory building to a hospital. All setbacks meet code, storm water management 

does not change due to placement on an existing parking lot. Three issues need addressed,  

(1) Avita does not have FAA approval for the helipad, (2) there is not a photometric plan but it is 

not needed until FAA approval – the lights would only activate when the helicopter is landing or 

taking off, and (3) this may not be the permanent location, the helipad could shift 4ʹ - 6ʹ toward 

the road to accommodate the proposed emergency room.  

 Lt. Mullins only comment pertained to the location of the oxygen tanks but the FAA 

should control the proximity of items to the helipad. 

 Andrew Daniels, COO Avita Health Care, said they can’t submit for funding until they 

receive Planning Commission approval and have all permits in place then the FAA could 

possibly get back to them in a few weeks but realistically would be five or six months.  

 

Mr. Wilson made a motion to approve the final site plan for the helipad, contingent upon FAA 

approval, to be located at Avita Health Care, 715 Richland Mall.  Mrs. Knight seconded the 

motion. At roll call, five members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion was approved.  

 

Mr. Daniels thanked Planning Commission members for being supportive and easy to work with 

during this process. 

 

The next item on the agenda was the continuing discussion of the legislation proposals and 

recommendations of the Codified Ordinances to present before Council for approval.  

Mr. Herrold recapped the changes addressed during the last meeting then Commission members 

discussed modifications within Chapters 1145 General Provisions, 1146 Signs, and 

1149 Administration and Enforcement.  

 

Mr. Motley made a motion to table discussion on Section 1145.24 of the Codified Ordinances to 

allow the Law Director time to research the Noise Control Act of 1972. Mayor Hutchinson 

seconded the motion. At roll call, five members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Wilson made a motion to table discussion of Section 1149.03 (c)(1) of the Codified 

Ordinances to allow the Zoning Inspector and Law Director time for further research.  

Mrs. Knight seconded the motion. At roll call, five members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the 

motion passed. 
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Mr. Motley made a motion to approve the proposed recommendations to the Codified 

Ordinances and authorize the Law Director to prepare legislation presenting these changes before 

Council. Mrs. Knight seconded the motion. At roll call, five members voted Aye, zero Nay, and 

the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Zahn thanked everyone involved in working on these changes, it was an accumulative effort 

that was started several years ago. 

 

The next item to come before the Commission was the suggestion to change the starting time of 

the Planning Commission meetings from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

 Mayor Hutchinson said the earlier start time would be helpful so meetings wouldn’t run 

so late. 

 

Mayor Hutchinson made a motion to change the regular Planning Commission meeting starting 

time from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. beginning May 2015. Mr. Motley seconded the motion. At roll 

call, five members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

The last item on the agenda was the discussion of a residential driveway. Mr. Wilson explained 

two residents shared a driveway with the common area only a short distance off the road then it 

split toward their perspective homes. The property owner of the drive entrance no longer is 

willing to share the drive so the neighbor had a drive entrance dug on her property. Code requires 

that all new driveways are to be paved but the drives on either side of this property are gravel, as 

are most other drives in this area, and the only change was to the entrance of the drive. The drive 

permit expires in 30 days and could be renewed monthly for $35 until code is met. 

 Mr. Wilson recommended waiving the ongoing permit fee and suggest the property 

owner request a variance to retain the gravel driveway. 

 The drive cannot be grandfathered because the entrance is new. 

 The initial sharing of the drive was an agreement between neighbors when the homes 

were built in the 1960’s. There is no written contract. 

 Mr. Medwid said this was a civil matter between the neighbors. The driveways on either 

side of this property are gravel and allowing this drive to remain gravel would not change 

the character of the neighborhood. The city could grant a variance which would 

document approval of the gravel driveway. 

 

Mr. Wilson made a motion to waive the ongoing permit fee. Mrs. Knight seconded the motion. 

At roll call, five members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.  

 

At 11:05 a.m., with no further business to come before the Planning Commission, Mr. Wilson 

made a motion to adjourn with a second by Mayor Hutchinson. At roll call, five members voted 

Aye and the meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

 

 

                       ______________________________________________ 

                                                   Mayor Hutchinson, Acting Chairman                     Date                                                    


