
  
 

MINUTES 
ONTARIO PLANNING COMMISSION 

MARCH 12, 2014 
 
The Ontario Planning Commission met in regular session on March 12, 2014, at 7:00 p.m., in the 
Municipal Building with Chairman Fred Zahn presiding. The following Committee members were 
present at roll call:  Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Service-Safety Director Jeff Wilson, and Jill Knight. 
Also in attendance were: Law Director Andrew Medwid, City Engineer Linda Timmer, Zoning 
Inspector Dan Herrold, and Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker.  
 
Mr. Motley was excused from this evening’s meeting. 
 
Mr. Zahn presented for approval the minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting held 
February 12, 2014. Mrs. Knight made a motion to approve the minutes as presented and  
Mr. Wilson seconded the motion. Three members voted Aye, zero Nay, one Abstain by Mr. Zahn, 
and the motion to approve the minutes passed.  
 
The first item to come before the Planning Commission was the final site plan approval for a 
157,485 sf Westmoreland Company warehouse building to be located in the Beer Road Industrial 
Park. Mr. Herrold said all setbacks meet code, parking space size meets code 1145.18(5)(a), but a 
parking lot variance was requested per code 1145.18(e)(1) which states parking in an industrial park 
zoned area must be located in the side and rear yard only. Parking appears to be in the front yard on 
the east side of the building which would be the front yard if the access drive was publically owned. 

• Ms. Timmer said the only roadway access is in the northeast corner, no road defines the 
front yard. The side yard is being used, per the request of the city, to do bioremediation due 
to the wetlands that must be maintained by deed because it was purchased with federal 
money. Everything that flows into the wetlands now must continue to flow into it.  The 
parking lot flow must be slowed down as well as filtered and there is an area that will be 
used for bioremediation of the storm water.  

• There is no real front yard because the roadway does not go through their property, it only 
goes to the northwest corner. 

• The maneuver lanes meet the new code 1145.19(a)(1) of 24ʹ wide. 
• The maximum height of the building does not exceed 50ʹ. 
• The storm water management bond and application have not been received. 
• The greenbelt code, 1145.12 requires a 25ʹ wide greenbelt between an industrial park zoned 

area and any property being used for residential purposes. They will be providing that 
greenbelt on the south side of the property. 

• A greenbelt variance has been requested based on code 1145.12(d) which states there must 
be an 8ʹ strip or island in the middle of any parking lot containing more than 40 parking 
spaces. They are asking to not be required to have the 8ʹ wide island in the middle of the 
parking lot due to space but there will be a greenbelt between the access road and the 
parking lot on the east side. 

• Lt. Mullins has reviewed and approved the final site plan as submitted. 
• Ms. Timmer said because of the bioremediation being done, which covers the intent of the 

law by slowing down water and keeping green spaces around it, the green belt through the 
parking lot is probably not needed. Bioremediation is being done on a very large area. 
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At 7:08 p.m., Mr. Zahn opened the public hearing portion of the meeting to address the two 
variance requests: (1) to allow off-street parking in the front yard, and (2) eliminate the required 8ʹ 
wide landscape islands from the parking lot. Notification letters were mailed to property owners 
adjacent to this property. 
 
At 7:09 p.m., calling three times and hearing no one who wished to speak, Mr. Zahn closed the 
public hearing portion of the meeting.   
 
Mrs. Knight made a motion to accept the variances as requested. Mayor Hutchinson seconded the 
motion. At roll call, four members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 
 
Mr. Zahn asked for concerns regarding the final site plan: 

• Ms. Timmer said the storm water bond, which they have not received, guarantees the storm 
water plan will be implemented. Once it is implemented the bond will be released. 

• Mr. Wilson asked if the area designated for possible future expansion is included in the 
original 157,000 square footage.  

o Kip Cockrell, Westmoreland Company, responded that it was not included. Any 
expansion in the future would be handled under a separate permit when required. 

o Justin Lipscomb, Moltus Building Group, which is the contractor constructing the 
facility for Westmoreland, thanked Ms. Timmer and Mr. Herrold for a great working 
experience and they look forward to breaking ground hopefully be in May. 

 
Mr. Wilson made a motion to approve the final site plan for a 157,485 sf Westmoreland Company 
warehouse building to be located in the Beer Road Industrial Park, contingent upon receiving the 
storm water management bond and application. Mrs. Knight seconded the motion. At roll call, four 
members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 
 
Ms. Timmer said due to the federal money involved in the ODOT project on W. 4th Street the city 
must notify anyone with encroachments in the right-of-way; this involves several signs. If it is close 
to or partially in the right-of-way a revocable permit may be issued allowing it to remain, otherwise 
property owners are being notified if there is a sign, fence or decorative post at the end of the 
driveway that is within the right-of-way, it must be taken down. This is a new federal law regarding 
right-of-way use involving federal money. The city will need to be careful in the future when 
granting permission for signs that they are not placed in the right-of-way. There are approximately 
twenty-five signs that need addressed. 
 
At 7:18 p.m., with no further business to come before the Planning Commission, Mrs. Knight made 
a motion to adjourn with a second by Mr. Wilson. At roll call, all members voted Aye and the 
meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
                       ______________________________________________ 
                                                   Fred Zahn, Chairman                           Date 


