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Ontario City Council met in regular session on May 5, 2016, in the City Offices, with Council 

President Larry Collins presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:02 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Ken Earhart, 

Eddie Gallo, Dan Zeiter, Mark Weidemyre, Leo Hess, Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Law Director 

Andrew Medwid, Service-Safety Director Jeff Wilson, Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger and Clerk 

of Council Cathy VanAuker.  

 

Mr. Zeiter moved to excuse Michele Webb from this evening’s meeting. Mr. Gallo seconded 

the motion. Five members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.  

 

Mr. Weidemyre moved to excuse Larry Arnold from this evening’s meeting. Mr. Earhart 

seconded the motion. Five members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.  

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of April 21, 2016 were presented for approval.  

Mr. Zeiter moved to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Gallo. Four members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, one Abstain by Mr. Earhart and the motion passed.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Zeiter scheduled a Finance Committee meeting on May 19, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. to discuss 

mid-year revenue vs. expenses now that the income tax and quarterly water/sewer bill 

payments are finalized.  

 

Mr. Weidemyre referenced the marketing display panel created by Spazz Monkey that was set 

up at the back of the room. Everyone was in favor of the display panel but the city was 

reimbursed for the video portion of the marketing plan because it did not meet expectations. 

 Mr. Gallo said he would still like to have a promotional video produced.  

 Council members discussed possible sources to use for creating a professional video 

that could be downloaded onto flash drives and distributed as a marketing tool. 

 A list of expectations will be provided so the company will know what to include in the 

video.    

 Mayor Hutchinson will obtain quotes for a 3 – 5 minute video. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre attended a Campus District meeting. Consultants MKSK, prepared the 

feasibility study which concluded this area is lacking high-end housing and higher-end rentals 

and/or condos. The study indicated the campus area could support more shops and six more 

restaurants. Four sites are being considered for the potential Towne Center. 

 Springfield Fire Department is looking at placing a station in the campus area. 

 USDA has funding for fire departments. 

 Completion of the feasibility study has no effect on the moratorium because the zoning 

overlay has not been done. 

 

Mr. Earhart, Mr. Gallo and Mr. Hess had no report. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hutchinson had no report. 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson had no report.  

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid had no report. 
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At this time Mayor Hutchinson invited Law Director Medwid, President of the Mental Health 

Board, to come forward to receive the Proclamation for Mental Health Awareness Month.  

 

Mental Health Awareness Month 

WHEREAS: mental health is essential to everyone’s overall health and well-being; and 

WHEREAS: all Americans experience times of difficulty and stress in their lives; and 

WHEREAS: prevention is an effective way to reduce the challenges that come with mental 

illnesses; and 

WHEREAS: there is a strong body of research that supports specific tools that all Americans 

can use to better handle challenges, and protect their health and well-being; and 

WHEREAS: mental illnesses are real and prevalent in our nation; and  

WHEREAS: with early and effective treatment, those individuals with mental illnesses can 

recover and lead full, productive lives; and  

WHEREAS: each business, school, government agency, healthcare provider, organization and 

citizen shares the strain of mental illnesses and has a responsibility to promote mental wellness 

and support prevention efforts. 

Therefore, I, Randy Hutchinson, Mayor, do hereby proclaim May 2016 as Mental Health 

Month in Ontario.  As The Mayor of Ontario, I also call upon the citizens, government 

agencies, public and private institution, businesses and schools in Ontario to recommit our 

community to increasing awareness and understanding of mental health, the steps our citizens 

can take to protect their mental health, and the need for appropriate and accessible services for 

all people with mental illnesses.   

     IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

                 hand and caused the seal of the City of Ontario  

                 to be affixed this 5th day of May in the year of 

      our Lord Two Thousand Sixteen. 

 

     Randy Hutchinson, Mayor 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Craig Hunt, 3680 Park Avenue West, came forward to say he was not in favor of Council 

moving their meetings to Monday because when there is a Monday holiday the meeting would 

need rescheduled. The meetings have been on Thursday for many years and everyone knew it 

when they were elected. They have worked around personal scheduling conflicts for years so 

why change now, are they changing to benefit only a couple of people? 

 When Mr. Hunt asked Mr. Zeiter if the Recreation Board was sending him their 

minutes, Mr. Zeiter responded that he was receiving them regularly. 

 

At 7:20 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Gallo with a second by Mr. Zeiter and the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

   

                                 _________________________________ 

                                                    Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  

 


