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Ontario City Council met in regular session on October 15, 2015, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Larry Collins presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:02 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Ken Earhart, 

Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, Pamela Dykes, 

Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Law Director Andrew Medwid, Service-Safety Director Jeff 

Wilson, Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger, and Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker.  

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of October 1, 2015 were presented for approval. 

Mr. Weidemyre moved to approve the minutes with a second by Mrs. Dykes. Seven members 

cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.   

 

Executive Director Joe Trolian came forward to share information on the upcoming renewal 

levy for the Richland County Mental Health and Recovery Services Board. Information 

pertaining to their services was distributed. The original levy was passed in 1986 and the 1 mil 

ten year renewal would contribute approximately $1.9 million which is 40% of their budget. 

Over 7,000 Richland County residents receive their services. The owner of a $100,000 home 

would pay $33.81 per year to support the five contract agencies. 

 

Next to come before Council was Elizabeth Bocka, Recreation Board Secretary, to read a 

prepared letter expressing her concern the two positions of Recreation Board Director and OYS 

would not merge well and suggesting two part time positions so neither program suffers. Over 

200 children attend the Summer Rec program each week. OYS focuses on sports and is a 

wonderful program. The Recreation Board would like to expedite the hiring of a new 

Recreation Director to allow time to train with Mrs. VanCura for the upcoming Craft Show and 

preparation of the next Summer Rec program as well as learning how to coordinate the many 

other events offered. 

 So as not to pay two Recreation Directors for the next six months, Council 

recommended the new Recreation Director train only during the time they are working 

on an event such as the Craft Show, Easter Egg Hunt and Summer Rec. 

 The opening for the Recreation Director’s position will be advertised. 

 The next monthly meeting of the Recreation Board is noon on October 22
nd

 at the 

Ontario Middle School office. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Gallo reported the Parks Committee met on October 8, 2015 to discuss the progress of the 

Dog Park and Disc Golf. Due to the resignation of the Recreation Director which is effective 

April 1, 2016, the OYS Executive Board presented ideas on creating a full-time Recreation 

Director’s position who would continue with the existing responsibilities as well as the OYS 

programs.  

 

Mr. Hairston said the Finance Committee met prior to Caucus to discuss the income tax reform 

legislation which is on this evening’s agenda. He suggested at least two readings on the 

legislation that is 95% boiler plate language mandated by the state. The effective date is 

January 1, 2016.  The 2016 temporary appropriations was reviewed but more information was 

needed from the department heads before holding another meeting to finalize the 

appropriations.  

 

Mr. Weidemyre scheduled a Streets Committee meeting on October 22, at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Mr. Earhart, Mr. Arnold, Mrs. Webb and Mrs. Dykes had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hutchinson said a Grand Reopening ribbon cutting was held today for the expansion at 

Hello Gorgeous Hair Studio and Spa at 1619 W. Fourth Street. Miss Ontario attended the event. 
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SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson provided the following report. 

 Trick-or-Treat is scheduled for Thursday, October 29, 2015, from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

 Leaf pick-up will begin Monday, October 19
th

 through Friday, November 20
th

.  The 

announcement is in the Tribune with instructions of what residents need to do. 

 The final paving of Ferguson Road is being delayed until the sidewalks and grading are 

finished on this street. The new traffic lights will be activated as soon as Ohio Edison 

installs the electrical box.  

 Crack sealing is completed for the year. The following streets were sealed: Friday Lane, 

Woodlawn, Creston Road, all lanes on West 4
th

 Street from 314 to Home Road, and 

Shelby-Ontario Road from West 4
th

 Street to Park Avenue West. 

 The dip in the road resulting from the recent water break on Spring Village Drive will 

be repaired today or tomorrow. 

 

Mr. Wilson responded to questions. 

 The traffic light on Ferguson Road will be on a sensor. 

 Mr. Gallo provided information he received on the monetary participation OYS 

provides. They purchased $900 of silt and dirt for the Stowell fields and $800 to have 

professionals level and spread the dirt which will take place tomorrow.  

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid had no report.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Craig Hunt, 3680 Park Avenue West, referred to the comments that tournaments generate 

money and the funds OYS puts into Stowell Park. When he asked if residents were permitted to 

rent the ballfields, Mr. Gallo said the city parks and ballfields are open to the citizens if there 

are no scheduled OYS events. Mr. Hunt said the fields on Rock Road are in use every night by 

OYS. The parks are paid by the residents so why should residents pay to rent a pavilion or 

field? The city spends a lot of money mowing the parks and he doesn’t want the city to have to 

do what OYS says. OYS and the Recreation Department are both good programs but he doesn’t 

want OYS to dominate so the other group is slighted. They should be able to use the parks 

together. Mr. Hunt would also like to see the parks made friendly for older residents. 

 Mr. Gallo clarified there is opportunity to make money with tournaments but outside 

groups are not making money on Ontario property.   

 There is no intention to slight either the Recreation Department or OYS so that one 

dominates the other. The city could not absorb the man hours that OYS donates toward 

maintaining the fields. 

 The children using the fields every night are from Ontario, if an outside team uses the 

fields they pay a substantial fee.  

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-45 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 191 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES 

OF THE CITY OF ONTARIO REGARDING MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX. 

 

Hearing no motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings, Mr. Hairston read 

Ordinance No. 15-45 for the first time, by title only. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 15-46 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 15-09 KNOWN AS THE 

PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE FOR 2015 BY MAKING 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS IN THE GENERAL FUND, THE ENTERPRISE 

FUND AND THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT FUND.  

 

Mr. Arnold moved to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No. 15-46 on three 

separate days. Ms. Weidemyre seconded the motion. Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero 

Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Weidemyre read Ordinance No. 15-46 for 

the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre moved to adopt Ordinance No. 15-46. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No.  

15-46 was adopted.   

 

At 7:35 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mrs. Dykes with a second by Mr. Arnold and the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

 

 

                                       _________________________________ 

                                                      Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

 

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  


