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Ontario City Council met in regular session on September 3, 2015, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Larry Collins presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Ken Earhart, 

Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, Pamela Dykes, Mayor Randy 

Hutchinson, Law Director Andrew Medwid, Service-Safety Director Jeff Wilson, Auditor 

Mary Ann Hellinger, Treasurer Barbara Crider, Recreation Director Janet VanCura and Clerk 

of Council Cathy VanAuker.  

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to excuse Jim Hairston from this evening’s meeting with a second 

by Mrs. Dykes. Six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of August 20, 2015 were presented for approval.  

Mr. Gallo moved to approve the minutes with a second by Mrs. Dykes.  Five members cast 

their votes Aye, zero Nay, one Abstain by Mrs. Webb, and the motion passed.   

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Arnold reported on the Personnel Committee meeting held earlier this evening. The 

recommendation was to increase the employee health insurance opt-out amount from $1,200 to 

$4,000 for single coverage and $6,000 for all other coverage with a one-time payout at the 

beginning of the year. The Committee did ask the Service-Safety Director to look into 

restitution from the lump sum payment should employment cease.  

 

Mrs. Dykes scheduled a Utilities Committee of the Whole meeting on September 17, 2015 at 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Mr. Earhart, Mr. Gallo, Mr. Weidemyre and Mrs. Webb had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

 Mayor Hutchinson reminded Council that he would like their two recommendations for 

the CRA-HC Board by the end of October. 

 

 ODOT is changing the St. Rt. 30 signs at the 4
th

 Street and 309 exits by recognizing 

Ontario but it could take until April 2016.  

 

 OGC is working with engineering students at the local campus on a city identification 

sign for the bridge over St. Rt. 30. They are raising funds for the $35,000 signs. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre moved to authorize Mayor Hutchinson to enter into an agreement with Brian 

Cooper for the issuance and sale of Notes for infrastructure improvements and sidewalks.  

Mr. Arnold seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mayor Hutchinson read the following Proclamation for Prostate Cancer Awareness. 

 
WHEREAS, at any age deaths due to prostate cancer devastates families, through loss of 

income and partnership; and  

 

WHEREAS, Prostate cancer is the most commonly diagnosed non-skin cancer in men and the 

second leading cause of cancer deaths in men; and 

 

WHEREAS, 1 in 7 men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer.  By 2015, there will be more 

than 300,000 new prostate cancer cases each year.  30,000 men will die of prostate cancer 

which means, every 18 minutes, a man dies from prostate cancer; and      

 

WHEREAS, African American men are fifty percent more likely to be diagnosed with prostate 

cancer than Caucasian men; and 
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WHEREAS, during the early stages of prostate cancer there are no symptoms.  Most prostate 

cancer is found by prostate cancer screening tests; and 

 

WHEREAS, where all men are at risk for prostate cancer, and we are encouraging the citizens 

of Ontario, Ohio to increase their awareness of the importance of prostate cancer screenings; 

and 

 

THEREFORE, I, Randy Hutchinson, Mayor of Ontario, do hereby proclaim September 2015 as 

Prostate Cancer Awareness Month.  In our city we encourage Prostate Cancer Screenings and 

good health.    

 

                                                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

                                                              Hand this third day of September, in the year of our                                                                                                                                                     

                                                              Lord Two Thousand Fifteen.                                                                                       

 

         Randy Hutchinson, Mayor 

 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson provided the following report: 

 Ferguson Road Project. All four mast arms have been erected and the new signals will 

be installed as soon as they are delivered to Greenwich Electric. Curbs are completed on 

the new roadway and partially installed along the existing portion. Paving began 

yesterday for the new roadway and will begin on the existing portion once the curbs are 

done.  

 Sidewalk Project.  All sidewalks on Lex-Springmill are finished. Sidewalks on 

Ferguson Road to the west of Lex-Springmill are framed and ready to pour. This project 

should be completed by the end of next week. 

 Industrial Park Sign. The stone work, utilizing the Rock Road Bridge stones, is finished. 

The landscaping may be done next because they changed the design of the sign and are 

waiting on final pricing.    

 Lift Station Upgrades. The installation of the new isolation valves is completed at 

Elizabeth Avenue and Shangri-La. The new station at Shangri-La is scheduled to begin 

Monday, followed by Elizabeth Avenue next Monday. The project completion date is 

targeted for September 25
th

. 

 

Council members commented on the sidewalk project: 

 Many people are already using the new sidewalks. 

 The sidewalk by Stowell Park was poured. 

 The sidewalks will get more use because OSU will be breaking ground for two more 

housing units.  

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid had no report.  

 

 

RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mrs. VanCura presented the following report to Council. 

 

Lifeguard Certification Class. Four students successfully completed this course and will be 

lifeguarding for Family Swim. 

 

Summer Recreation. A total of 380 students attended. Spherion provided payroll services which 

went well once everyone was registered. 

 

Swim Lessons. 50 students attended the lessons taught by Ontario Middle School Swim Coach  

Jeni Stewart and members of the swim team. 
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Honkin Haulin Hands On Trucks. This event will be held October 11
th

 from 1 – 3 pm at 

Marshall Park. Service vehicles will be there from the Street, Police and Fire Departments. 

 

Family Swim. There will be two lifeguards per session which begins in November and goes 

through the middle of March. 

 

Ontario Community Craft Show. The 39
th

 annual Craft Show will be held December 5
th

 at the 

Richland County Fairgrounds from 8:30 am – 4:00 pm. The Ontario Lions Club members will 

be collecting donations at the door for Toy Time of Richland County. Last year $2,503 was 

collected.  

 

Mayor Hutchinson said he was impressed with the organization he saw at the Summer Rec 

program. Mrs. VanCura and her crew do a fantastic job. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

 

Mrs. Webb moved to amend the Working Ordinance by changing the opt-out amount for 

employee’s health insurance from the current $1,200 to $4,000 for individual and $6,000 for 

family. Also, amending the payout from quarterly to a lump sum. Research will be done on 

how to recoup the money if an employee doesn’t work the full year. Mr. Arnold seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion 

passed. 

 

Mrs. Hellinger presented Council the Fiscal Officer Certificates prior to consideration of the 

Note ordinances that are on this evening’s agenda. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Craig Hunt, 3680 Park Avenue West, came forward and Council responded to questions: 

 The property on S. Rock Road has been sold. They are waiting to hear from the title 

company. 

 There are not enough large trees on the Beer Road Industrial Park property for logging. 

 As part of the I/I project the sewer lines from Rock Road to Allen Drive are being 

resealed. 

 After a few items are researched they will give an update on the recent trip to Florida. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15 – 36 

 

(THIRD READING) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 14-29 SETTING 

NEW SEWER RATES FOR THE CITY OF ONTARIO BY REPEALING CODIFIED 

ORDINANCE SECTION 929.09-RATES-NONINDUSTRIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 

USERS CLASS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mrs. Webb read Ordinance No. 15-36 for the third time, by title only. 

 

Mrs. Webb moved to adopt Ordinance No. 15-36. Mrs. Dykes seconded the motion. Hearing no 

discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 15-36 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15 – 39 

 

(SECOND READING) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 191, INCOME 

TAX, SECTION 191.07, RETURNS, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THIS 

CITY BY REQUIRING EMPLOYERS TO FILE WITH THE INCOME TAX 

ADMINISTRATOR A WITHHOLDING TAX RECONCILIATION FORM (W-3) 

AND REPEALING ORDINANCE 11-01. 
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Hearing no motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings, Mrs. Dykes read 

Ordinance No. 15-39, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-41 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 15-09 KNOWN AS THE 

PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE FOR 2015 BY MAKING 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS IN THE SPECIAL REVENUE FUND, THE 

Enterprise Fund AND THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT FUND.  

 

Mr. Gallo moved to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No. 15-41 on three 

separate days. Mrs. Dykes seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay,  

and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Gallo read Ordinance No. 15-41 for the first 

time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Earhart moved to adopt Ordinance No. 15-41. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 15-41 

was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-42 

 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOTES IN 

THE MAXIMUM AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $3,945,000, IN 

ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

PAYING THE COSTS OF VARIOUS PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS, 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Hearing no motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings, Mr. Arnold read 

Ordinance No. 15-42, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-43 

 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOTES IN 

THE MAXIMUM PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $260,000, IN ANTICIPATION OF 

THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING THE COSTS OF 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF SIDEWALKS ON FERGUSON ROAD AND 

LEXINGTON-SPRINGMILL ROAD, TOGETHER WITH ALL NECESSARY 

APPURTENANCES THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

 

Hearing no motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings, Mr. Gallo read 

Ordinance No. 15-43, by title only. 

 

At 7:29 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Weidemyre with a second by Mrs. Dykes and the motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

 

 

                                       _________________________________ 

                                                      Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

 

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  


