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Ontario City Council met in regular session on July 2, 2015, in the City Offices, with Council 

President Pro Tem Mark Weidemyre presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Ken Earhart, 

Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, Pamela Drake, 

Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Law Director Andrew Medwid, Service-Safety Director Jeff 

Wilson, Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger, Treasurer Barbara Crider and Clerk of Council Cathy 

VanAuker.  

 

Mr. Hairston made a motion to excuse Larry Collins from this evening’s meeting with a second 

by Mr. Gallo. Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of June 18, 2015 were presented for approval.  

Ms. Drake made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Arnold.   

Six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, one Abstain by Mr. Hairston, and the motion 

passed.   

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Earhart reported the Economic Development Committee met prior to Council and received 

an update on the marketing strategies of Spazz Monkey pertaining to displays and video ideas 

they will prepare for Council approval. Cushman and Wakefield is providing a housing and 

retail study for the Campus District. This study will be used city-wide for promoting Ontario. 

 

Mr. Gallo reminded everyone the Tabitha Hancock Dog Walk fund raising event at Marshall 

Park was rescheduled for July 18
th

. This is to raise funds for the final costs needed for the dog 

park. 

 Mr. Weidemyre thanked Mr. Gallo for his hard work bringing the dog park and disc 

golf to Marshall Park. 

 

Ms. Drake scheduled a Utilities Committee of the Whole meeting on July 9, 2015 at 5:30 p.m., 

for the purpose of discussing the sewer contract rates. 

 

Mr. Arnold, Mr. Hairston, Mr. Weidemyre, and Mrs. Webb had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hutchinson reported: 

 The Concert in the Park featuring the Wayfaring Trio was rescheduled for July 7
th

. 

 The 4
th

 of July Festival begins with the Ontario Growth Association night on Friday 

evening at the Ontario Middle School.   

 A couple of citizen volunteers are needed to participate on a Community Reinvestment 

Area Housing Council. Anyone interested in serving should contact the Mayor; his 

email is on the city website. 

 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson reported on the following: 

 

Road Salt for 2015/2016. Next year’s price for road salt through the ODOT State Term Bid is 

$63.47 per ton. Richland County has yet to bid winter salt but their summer fill price was 

$79.13 per ton. It was beneficial to partner with ODOT. Ontario has secured 2,500 tons of salt 

for this winter season and grit will not be used. 
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Street Paving. Lex-Springmill is finished. This three day project took two weeks due to rain. 

Also, the patching on Whitney is done. The city is very happy with the results of the spot 

repairs and there will be a meeting next week with the contracted company to move forward 

with striping and intersection markings. This is normally done in the fall but the street markings 

are no longer visible. 

 

Disc Golf. The baskets have arrived. There will be a meeting next week with Andy Kissinger to 

discuss the final course layout. Once that is done the concrete tee blocks will be poured and the 

signs and baskets set. There is no targeted completion date because the contractor is donating 

the concrete as time permits. 

 

   

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid had no report.  

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

 

Mrs. Webb made a motion for legislation to be prepared appropriating $1,853.13 from the 

police auction to the Police Equipment Fund. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Hearing no 

discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre read the Notice of Public Hearing for the proposed 2016 Tax Budget to be held 

during the next Council meeting on July 16, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Ali Crippen with Ontario Growth Corporation presented their quarterly report and distributed a 

handout depicting expenses. Year to date OGC brought three new businesses to Ontario: Penn 

Station, Ontario Fitness Club and Coal, Tool and Die Stamping. The Ninja Japanese 

Steakhouse and Ole Carolina BBQ will be opening soon. Under construction are the Marriott 

Extended Stay Hotel located behind Sam’s Club and a gas station at 4
th

 Street and Home Road. 

OGC is communicating with a manufacturing company which they hope will locate in Ontario. 

The largest project is the Campus District and once the study is completed they will begin the 

next phase. Ms. Crippen is working with a local company to retain them in the area. The OGC 

Director attended a meeting to discuss how to market Richland Mall.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Calling twice and seeing no one who wished to speak, Mr. Weidemyre closed the Public 

Commentary portion of the meeting. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-23 

 

(THIRD READING) – AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A FLEET 

REGISTRATION APPLICATION FOR THE USE OF COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 

WITHIN THE CITY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Earhart read Ordinance No. 15-23 for the third time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Earhart moved to adopt Ordinance No. 15-23. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. Hearing 

no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 15-23 was 

adopted.   
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ORDINANCE NO. 15-26 

 

(THIRD READING) AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING THE CITY OF ONTARIO TO 

ENTER INTO A SEWER CONTRACT WITH THE CITY OF MANSFIELD AND 

DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE IT ON BEHALF OF THIS CITY, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Mr. Arnold read Ordinance No. 15-26 for the third time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Arnold moved to adopt Ordinance No. 15-26. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Hearing no 

discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 15-26 was 

adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-30 

 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN 

AND DELIVER AN ENGAGEMENT LETTER WITH CUSHMAN & WAKEFIELD 

OF OHIO, INC., AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Ms. Drake moved to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No. 15-30 on three 

separate days. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, 

and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Gallo read Ordinance No. 15-30 for the first 

time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Gallo moved to adopt Ordinance No. 15-30. Mr. Earhart seconded the motion. Hearing no 

discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 15-30 was 

adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-31 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 15-09 KNOWN AS THE 

PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE FOR 2015 BY CREATING A 

NEW APPROPRIATION IN THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND.  

 

Mr. Hairston moved to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No. 15-31 on three 

separate days. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, 

and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Hairston read Ordinance No. 15-31 for the first 

time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Hairston moved to adopt Ordinance No. 15-31. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Hearing 

no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 15-31 was 

adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-32 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 15-09 KNOWN AS THE 

PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE FOR 2015 BY MAKING 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS IN THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND.  

 

Mrs. Webb moved to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No. 15-32 on three 

separate days. Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero 

Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mrs. Webb read Ordinance No. 15-32 for the 

first time, by title only. 

 

Mrs. Webb moved to adopt Ordinance No. 15-32. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Hearing no 

discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 15-32 was 

adopted.   

 

 



6903 

    

 Regular 

  
 

  

                     July 2                                                     2015 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-22 

 

(SECOND READING) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 1145 GENERAL 

PROVISIONS AND 1146 SIGNS OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THIS 

CITY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   

 

Mrs. Webb moved to take from the table Ordinance No. 15-22. Ms. Drake seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance 

No. 15-22 was taken from the table.  

 

Ms. Drake moved to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No. 15-22 on three 

separate days. Mr. Earhart seconded the motion. Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero 

Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Ms. Drake read Ordinance No. 15-22 for the 

second time, by title only. 

 

Ms. Drake moved to adopt Ordinance No. 15-22. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. Hearing no 

discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 15-22 was 

adopted.   

 

At 7:23 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Ms. Drake with a second by Mr. Arnold and the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       _________________________________ 

                                                      Mark Weidemyre, President Pro Tem  

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  


