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Ontario City Council met in regular session on March 5, 2015, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Pro Tem Mark Weidemyre presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Ken Earhart, 

Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, Pamela Drake, 

Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Law Director Andrew Medwid, Service-Safety Director Jeff 

Wilson, Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger and Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker.  

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to excuse Council President Larry Collins from this evening’s 

meeting. Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. At roll call, seven members voted Aye, zero Nay, 

and the motion passed. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of February 19, 2015 were presented for approval. 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Earhart.  Seven 

members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.   

 

Mayor Hutchinson invited Andrea Wilson, representing Newhope Industries, forward to 

receive the following Proclamation which he read in its entirety. 

 

 

Proclamation for Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month 

March 2015 
 

WHEREAS, the nearly 1,800 individuals served by Richland Newhope, their families, friends, 

neighbors and co-workers encourage everyone to focus    on the abilities of all people; and 

 

WHEREAS, the most effective way to increase this awareness is through everyone’s      active 

participation in community activities and the openness to learn and acknowledge each 

individual’s contribution; and 

 

WHEREAS, policies must be developed, attitudes shaped, and opportunities offered for 

citizens with developmental disabilities to live as independently and productively as possible in 

our community; and 

 

WHEREAS, we encourage all citizens to support opportunities for people with disabilities that 

include full access to education housing, employment, and recreational activities; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, I, Randy Hutchinson, Mayor of the City of Ontario, do hereby proclaim 

March, 2015, as Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month and recognize that our 

communities are stronger when everyone participates. Take time to get to know someone with 

a disability and recognize that he or she ‘Can Do, Like You!’ 

 

 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand and caused the seal of the City of Ontario  

to be affixed this 5th day of March in the year 

of our Lord Two Thousand Fifteen. 

 

     Randy Hutchinson, Mayor 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Arnold scheduled a Personnel Committee meeting on March 10, 2015 at 3:30 p.m. 

  

Mr. Hairston scheduled a Finance Committee meeting on March 19, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Ms. Drake reported on the recent Utilities Committee meeting where the feasibility study 

prepared by Poggemeyer Design Group was presented and both long and short term options 

were reviewed. Negotiations with Mansfield continue. The crucial I/I issues will aggressively 

be addressed to better prepare for overall solutions.  

 

Mr. Earhart, Mr. Gallo, Mr. Weidemyre and Mrs. Webb had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hutchinson had no report. 

 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson provided the following updates.  

 

Salt/Roads Update 

 1,150 tons of salt was purchased this winter which should last the remainder of the 

winter. Grit has been eliminated unless temperatures drop below 15 degrees. 

 Usage and cost breakdown: 

    Salt      Grit 

 Beginning Inventory  1,200 ton  0 tons 

 Purchased   1,150 tons @$78.62 1,050 tons @ $5.50/ton 

 On Hand       600 ton     100 ton 

 Used    1,750 ton      950 ton 

 

Total material used:   2,700 tons  –  Total cost: $96,191  –  Avg. cost per ton:   $43.73 

Total tons purchased: 2,200 tons  –  Price paid per ton last year for salt: $38.04 

 

More material was used this year and salt was 52% higher but roads were maintained 

and costs kept in line by using grit. 

 

Street Sweeping 

 Reilly Sweeping from Walton Hills will sweep curbed streets April 27
th

 – 30
th

.  

 The last time this company was hired they used 21 hours to sweep the streets but due to 

the increased amount of grit they are allowed to use 26 hours this year. 

 The city will borrow Springfield Township’s street sweeper and our Service 

Department employees will sweep the uncurbed streets.  

 Catch basins will be inspected for grit to determine if they need cleaned out. 

 

Water Meter Project  

 Five meters remain to be installed, three are residential. They are working on a schedule 

for installation. 

 100% of the new meters are providing readings. 

 

Pothole Repair 

 42 tons of cold patch was used this year for potholes. 

 On the days when streets are not being plowed or salted a three-man crew works on 

pothole repairs. When time allows, a two-man crew works on the less traveled roads.  

 They are looking into permanent fixes in the spring. 
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In response to Mr. Weidemyre’s question if they should try to sweep the streets twice before 

than the end of April to prevent grit from getting in to the storm sewers, Mr. Wilson said they 

have to schedule the use of the equipment with this company and they don’t know when winter 

will end so they can stop using salt and grit. 

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid had no report. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Doris Farina, 133 Alexander Drive East, came forward to say she was unaware until she read in 

Tuesday’s News Journal article that it was illegal not to clean the snow off the curb. How can 

she do that when snow plows pile snow on top of the curb? 

 

Mayor Hutchinson said the sidewalk ordinance has not been enforced. Next year the city will 

maintain the sidewalk on Lex-Springmill and letters would be sent out making residents aware 

they must keep sidewalks clean in front of their homes.  

 

Craig Hunt, 3680 Park Avenue West, was next to approach Council asking the Law Director 

for the citations pertaining to the oversized plows traveling on the city streets.  

 Mr. Medwid referred to Ontario Codified Ordinance 337.23(a): “that no passenger-type 

vehicle shall be operated on a street with any load carried on such vehicle which 

extends more than six inches beyond the line of the fenders on the vehicle’s left side". 

O Tires or rear view mirrors are part of the vehicle and not considered the load the 

vehicle is carrying. 

O The violation is a minor misdemeanor similar to that of a speeding ticket. 

 Mr. Hunt asked if snowplowing contractors needed to purchase a contractor’s license. 

Mr. Medwid explained they are private contractors and would not need a license 

because they are not working for the city.  

 Mr. Hunt suggested allowing companies transporting oversized plows to a work site at 

the beginning of the season and back to their storage at the end of the season without 

being cited.  

o Mr. Gallo said many of the plows are not left on location but are continually 

driven from site to site. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-09 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS FOR 

CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF 

ONTARIO, OHIO FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2015 AND 

EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2015. 

 

Mr. Earhart read Ordinance No. 15-09 for the third time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Earhart made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 15-09. Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 15-09 was adopted.   
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RESOLUTION NO. 15-03 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO 

ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND AWARD A CONTRACT FOR THE SALE OF 

OBSOLETE WATER METERS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution  

No. 15-03 on three separate days. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Arnold read Resolution 

No. 15-03 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 15-03. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Resolution  

No. 15-03 was adopted.   

 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 15-12 

 

AN ORDINANCE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO MIDWAY, INC. FOR THE 

PURCHASE OF TWO 2016 FREIGHTLINER M2106 DUMPTRUCKS AND PLOWS 

FOR THE TOTAL SUM OF $272,290.00 THROUGH THE STATE OF OHIO 

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES COOPERATIVE 

PURCHASING PROGRAM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
Mr. Hairston made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 15-12 on three separate days. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Gallo read Ordinance 

No. 15-12 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 15-12 Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 15-12 was adopted.   

 

At 7:29 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Ms. Drake with a second by Mr. Earhart and the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                                                      Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  


