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Ontario City Council met in regular session on February 19, 2015, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Larry Collins presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Ken Earhart, 

Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, Pamela Drake, 

Council President Larry Collins, Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Law Director Andrew Medwid, 

Service-Safety Director Jeff Wilson, Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger and Clerk of Council Cathy 

VanAuker.  

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of February 5, 2015 were presented for approval. 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Hairston.  

Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.   

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Gallo provided the following Parks and Economic Development Committee reports: 

 The Maize Memorial Dog Park Committee is sponsoring a fund raiser event on March 

14
th

 at Café on Main. More information is available on their website and Facebook 

page. He has the links to those locations for anyone needing them. 

 Two of the three CRA districts were approved by the State. Anthony Jones will be here 

on Wednesday for a follow up meeting with the Mayor and Administration. 

 A second tenant for the Industrial Park is requesting to purchase additional acreage.  

 Information was gathered on the abatement terms with Cole, Tool and Die. The Mayor 

will meet with them to clarify the agreement. 

 The Mayor is requesting to attend an investment summit in Washington D.C. at the end 

of March, along with a representative of the Ontario Growth Corporation. The Mayor 

will look into some of the details prior to getting approval.   

 The Zoning Overlay Campus District was discussed and a meeting will be scheduled 

with the college deans, County Commissioners and RCDG pertaining to the overall 

promotion of that district. 

 The Campus District was not included as one of the approved CRA districts. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre said he rode with street crews during Saturday’s snow storm because residents 

have been asking why the streets aren’t being cleared as in past years. The salt shortage has 

been mentioned before and grit is being used. The street crews are doing an awesome job under 

difficult conditions. Many motorists are cutting in between the trucks as they are trying to plow 

and get their work done. The streets are being taken care of the best they can and maybe next 

year more salt would be available.  

 Mr. Wilson responded that 200 additional tons of salt was delivered this week, which 

was above the original contract purchase of 750 tons. The city was using two parts grit 

blended with one part salt but the formula has changed to one part grit and two parts salt 

until the end of February, then they will use only salt in March, contingent upon 

weather conditions. Salt would not be effective right now so practically all grit is being 

used.  

 Mr. Weidemyre urged motorists to be courteous, give the snow plows room and not cut 

between them. The plows were going three wide down Lex-Springmill and cars were 

cutting in and out barely making it. Have patience so they can get their jobs done.  

 

Ms. Drake scheduled a Utilities Committee of the Whole on February 24, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. to 

discuss the wastewater feasibility study. A representative from Poggemeyer Design Group will 

attend to explain the study. 

 

Mr. Earhart, Mr. Arnold, Mr. Hairston and Mrs. Webb had no report. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hutchinson sent Council members the wastewater feasibility study to review prior to the 

Utilities Committee meeting. Anyone who did not receive the study or are having difficulty 

opening the document should notify him.  

 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson responded to questions pertaining to the new water meter installation.  

 Twelve water meters still need installed, most are residential.   

 Readings can still be obtained on these twelve units and bills are being sent out. 

 There are still a few glitches to work through. Product delivery met expectations, calls 

are being made notifying residents of leaks, the system is working the way it was 

designed and it is what the city paid for.   

 Reports signifying water usage per hour can be generated. 

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid had no report. 

 

 

RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mrs. VanCura presented the following report: 

 

Family Swims.  Three family swims remain for the year. Four sessions were cancelled due to 

school being closed for inclement weather. 

 

Swim Stroke Clinic.  Scheduled March 2
nd

 – 5
th

 and 9
th

 – 12
th

 with former Shelby swim team 

coach Louise Sommer instructing. Some OHS swim team members will assist and two 

lifeguards will be hired. This is free to swimmers who want to work on their strokes for swim 

team. There are already approximately 15 children signed up to participate in this program. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt. The annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place at Marshall Park on March 28
th

 at 

noon. Brownies and Girl Scout Troops volunteered to stuff the eggs with candy. Miss Ontario 

and the Easter Bunny will be there. 

 

Lifeguard Review Class. Lifeguard recertification class will be taught at OHS by Debby Henry 

on April 12
th

 at 1:00 p.m. Recertification is needed every two years and professional CPR is 

part of this review. There will be a charge for this class. 

 

Lifeguard Certification Class. Training is scheduled June 1
st
 – 5

th
 and is free to students in 

exchange for paid lifeguarding during the year for Family Swim and Summer Recreation.  

Pre-registration is required and daily attendance is mandatory. 

 

Summer Recreation. This program will be June 8
th

 – 11
th

 and June 15
th

 – 18
th

 at the OMS from 

9:00 a.m. until noon. Interviews for high school students will be held April 8
th

 and 9
th

 from  

5 – 7 p.m. Registration will be offered in paper form and on-line. 

 

Swim Lessons. Two sessions of swim lessons will immediately follow Summer Rec. The fifty 

openings fill up fast. Jeni Stweart, OMS swim coach, will supervise the lessons along with the 

help of the high school swimmers.  

 

When Mr. Earhart asked if swim lessons have ever been considered for adults, Mrs. VanCura 

said these are for children but she would take his question to the Board meeting next week. 

Recreation Board meetings are held the 4
th

 Thursday of each month at the OMS office at noon.  
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PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Hearing no one who wished to speak, the Public Commentary portion of the meeting was 

closed. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 15-09 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS FOR 

CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF 

ONTARIO, OHIO FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2015 AND 

EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2015. 

 

Mr. Hairston read Ordinance No. 15-09 for the second time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-11 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO COOPERATE WITH THE OHIO 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO REPAVE SECTIONS OF STATE 

ROUTE 314 THAT ARE WITHIN THE CITY’S LIMITS, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 15-11 on three separate days. Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Weidemyre read 

Ordinance No. 15-11 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 15-11. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 15-11 was adopted.   

 

At 7:20 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Gallo with a second by Ms. Drake and the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                                                      Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  


