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Ontario City Council met in regular session on December 18, 2014, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Larry Collins presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Larry 

Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, Pamela Drake,  

Council President Larry Collins, Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Law Director Andrew Medwid,  

Service-Safety Director Jeff Wilson, Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger, and Clerk of Council Cathy 

VanAuker.  

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of December 4, 2014 were presented for approval. 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Hairston.  

Five members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, one Abstain by Mrs. Webb and the motion 

passed.   

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Weidemyre provided the following report: 

 Avita held their grand opening last week, the interior of the facility is remarkable and 

includes a pharmacy. Access is now available through the mall entrance.  

 The hotel site has broken ground and they are ready to pour footers.  

 FedEx is on schedule, the conveyors should be installed mid-February, and they plan to 

be operational by late summer. 

 The Adlers are working with the EPA on the GM site and testing is being done on the 

property. The project is moving forward as they are in discussion with and designing a 

building for an interested company. 

 

Mrs. Webb reported on two recent Personnel Committee meetings regarding employee health 

insurance. A meeting was held this morning with employee representatives from each 

department to share what changes would be taking place, why it was done, and what they are 

looking at in the future. 

 

Mr. Arnold, Mr. Gallo, Mr. Hairston and Ms. Drake had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hutchinson reported: 

 The next water bill will be delayed approximately 20 days due to the change-over in the 

meter reading system and training, making the amount of the first billing quarter higher.  

 The deadline to enter the Christmas Lights Contest is tomorrow at 4:00 p.m. Members 

of OGA will tour the lights Monday evening and select one winner.  

 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson provided the following update:  

 

Walker Lake Road/Lex-Springmill Intersection.  All scheduled improvements are complete 

with the exception of the solid lane line west of the intersection on Walker Lake which 

probably won’t be painted until spring. The mast arm with the lane identification signs and new 

pylons have been installed. A significant number of vehicles are utilizing the newly designed 

lane when opting to go straight. 

 

Road Salt for 2015. Confirmation was received that Ontario was added to the ODOT State 

Term Contract for road salt in 2015/2016. Instructions on how to proceed are forthcoming. 
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Water Line Project.  Woodbine Drive installation and testing are complete. The tie-ins to each 

residence was finished this morning and the line is active. Friday Lane installation is complete 

with the exception of under the creek. Directional boring will begin once the equipment arrives 

then pressurizing and bacteria testing will begin, leaving the final step of residence tie-ins. 

Installation has begun on Creston Road and should be finished next week. Elite Excavating will 

return in the spring to fix all driveway, road and yard repairs. 

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid thanked the City of Ontario Police Department for making his job during Mayor’s 

Court easier. 

 

Mayor’s Court Report as of December 18, 2014. 

 Totals: 2,014 tickets, 1,383 summons issued, 1,719 charges issued, 327 OVI charges.  

 Totals sent to Mansfield Municipal Court: 146 cases, 143 OVI, 6 CRA felony cases, 20 

other traffic, 77 criminal.  

 

Mr. Arnold thanked Mr. Medwid for the work he is doing for the city and his conscientious 

efforts of minimizing outside legal counsel expenses. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

 

Don Hipsher came forward and introduced students from the North Central State College 

Engineering Department who worked diligently preparing a presentation on their project 

showcasing signs to be located on Route 30 at the east and west entrance ramps into Ontario.   

 The signs meet ODOT standards and are 60ʹ wide with 4ʹ letters; the signs will be 28ʹ 

off the roadway.  

 The clock tower at the top was not designed to work unless they receive permission 

from ODOT. It is a safety concern anytime something distracts drivers. 

 There is an option to include solar power lights to illuminate the letters at night but they 

may want to stay with a simple design. 

 Mayor Hutchinson said they are hoping to build the signs with donations.  

 Mr. Weidemyre thanked Don Hipsher and Fred Kohler for the numerous hours they 

contributed toward this project. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Mark Arnold, 182 Lex-Ontario Road, came before Council asking if increased changes were 

introduced to the employee’s health insurance. 

 Mrs. Webb responded that earlier in the year they changed to a higher deductible and 

the change for next year included spousal carve out. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-65 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1145.11 FENCES AND WALLS AND 

SECTION 521.07 FENCES BY ADDING PROVISIONS FOR ELECTRIC 

SECURITY FENCES AS A TYPE OF FENCE ALLOWED TO BE INSTALLED IN 

AREAS ZONED IN THE CITY FOR INDUSTRIAL USE TO ALLOW FOR 

ELECTRIC SECURITY FENCES.   

 
Mr. Arnold read Ordinance No. 14-65 for the third time, by title only. 
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Mr. Arnold made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-65. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-65 was adopted.   

 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 14-67 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR 

CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF 

ONTARIO, OHIO FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2015 AND 

EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2015. 

 

Mr. Harriston read Ordinance No. 14-67 for the third time, by title only.  

 

Mr. Harrison made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-67. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-67 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-68 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 505.11, HUNTING PROHIBITED, OF 

THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THIS CITY TO ALLOW FOR IN SEASON 

BOW HUNTING WITH THE MAYOR’S APPROVAL AND REPEALING 

ORDINANCES 01-19, 11-12, AND 11-48. 

 

Mr. Gallo read Ordinance No. 14-68 for the second time, by title only. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 14 – 17 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO 

EXECUTE AGREEMENTS FOR MISCELLANEOUS ENGINEERING, 

SURVEYING AND DRAFTING SERVICES FOR THE YEARS 2015 THROUGH 

2019, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre read Resolution No. 14-17 for the first time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-75 

 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE 14-63 AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No.  

14-75 on three separate days. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mrs. Webb read Ordinance No.  

14-75 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mrs. Webb made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-75. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-75 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-76 

 

AN ORDINANCE IMPLEMENTING SECTIONS 3735.65 THROUGH 3735.70 OF 

THE OHIO REVISED CODE, ESTABLISHING AND DESCRIBING THE 

BOUNDARIES OF COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA IN THE CITY OF 

ONTARIO, DESIGNATING A HOUSING OFFICER TO ADMINISTER THE  
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PROGRAM, AND CREATING A COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT HOUSING 

COUNCIL AND A TAX INCENTIVE REVIEW COUNCIL, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. (Industrial Park) 

 

Mr. Hairston made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No.  

14-76 on three separate days. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Ms. Drake read Ordinance No. 14-

76 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-76. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-76 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-77 

 

AN ORDINANCE IMPLEMENTING SECTIONS 3735.65 THROUGH 3735.70 OF 

THE OHIO REVISED CODE, ESTABLISHING AND DESCRIBING THE 

BOUNDARIES OF COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA IN THE CITY OF 

ONTARIO, DESIGNATING A HOUSING OFFICER TO ADMINISTER THE 

PROGRAM, AND CREATING A COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT HOUSING 

COUNCIL AND A TAX INCENTIVE REVIEW COUNCIL, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY.  (Mixed Use) 

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No.  

14-77 on three separate days. Mrs. Webb seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Arnold read Ordinance No.  

14-77 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-77. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-77 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-78 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 14-11 KNOWN AS THE 

PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE FOR 2014 BY MAKING 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND, SPECIAL 

REVENUE FUND, AND ENTERPRISE FUND. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No.  

14-78 on three separate days. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Gallo read Ordinance No.  

14-78 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-78. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-78 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-79 

 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN 

AND DELIVER A JOB TAX CREDIT AGREEMENT WITH COLE TOOL & DIE, 

INC., AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No.  
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14-79 on three separate days. Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Hairston read Ordinance No. 

14-79 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Hairston made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-79. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-79 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-80 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PUBLIC EMPLOYEE BONDS FOR CITY OF 

ONTARIO OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES.  

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No.  

14-80 on three separate days. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Weidemyre read Ordinance No. 

14-80 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-80. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-80 was adopted.   

 

At 7:35 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Ms. Drake with a second by Mr. Weidemyre and the motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                                                      Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

 

 

___________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  


