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Ontario City Council met in regular session on November 20, 2014, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Larry Collins presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Neil 

Chitwood, Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, Pamela Drake, 

Council President Larry Collins, Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Law Director Andrew Medwid,  

Service-Safety Director Jeff Wilson, Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger, Recreation Director Janet 

VanCura and Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker.  

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to excuse Mr. Hairston from this evening’s meeting. Ms. Drake 

seconded the motion. Six members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of November 6, 2014 were presented for approval. 

Ms. Drake made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Gallo.  

Five members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, one Abstain by Mr. Chitwood and the motion 

passed.   

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Arnold said the Finance Committee met earlier this evening where they discussed the 2015 

Temporary Appropriations and the first reading is on tonight’s agenda. He commended the 

Mayor, Service-Safety Director, and the Auditor for their diligent work in reviewing funds and 

trying to balance within each fund. 

 

Mr. Arnold reported for the Streets Committee and asked consideration is given to using salt in 

lieu of grit on the roadway curves of Walker Lake Road, Rock Road near Milligan, and 

Ferguson. 

 Ms. Drake complimented Ontario for their work on the icy roads, noting neighboring 

communities were not out. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre reported on Economic Development: 

 The ground breaking for the new Marriott extended stay hotel was held yesterday. Plans 

are to install footers before the ground freezes and to continue working through the 

winter. The anticipated opening is scheduled for Fall 2015. 

o The developer thanked the City and Council for expediting paperwork and 

passage of legislation approving this project. 

 The grand opening for Avita will be held on December 5
th

, followed by public tours of 

the building at 5:30 p.m. 

o This facility is being very well received by the community. Plans for Phase II 

may begin sooner than expected which would increase the number of jobs closer 

to 500. Currently they are exceeding the anticipated 100 jobs and have 

employed approximately 150. 

 Fed Ex poured asphalt today.  

 Mr. Adler has the demo crew back at the Ontario Business Park to remove asbestos and 

tear down the power house. He will try to announce his plans for the previous GM site 

by the end of the year. 

 

Mr. Chitwood, Mr. Gallo, Mrs. Webb and Ms. Drake had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hutchinson reported: 

 Ulta Beauty Supplies will hold their grand opening tomorrow morning.  

 Maurice’s had their grand opening and are open for business. 
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 Mayor Hutchinson was a judge at the Kiwanis lip sync contest that was held recently at 

the school. He encouraged everyone to attend next year because it was entertaining and 

there were very creative acts.   

 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson had no report.  

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid had no report. 

 

 

RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mrs. VanCura presented the following report. 

 

Family Swims.  Family Swims began November 3
rd

 with 25 different families attending. Two 

lifeguards are on duty for each session which is held Monday evenings from 7:00 – 8:15 p.m. 

and will continue through March 9
th

. 

 

Zumba. The Ontario Recreation Department no longer sponsors this program due to liability 

concerns. Classes may still be offered through the school. 

 

Ontario Community Craft Show. The 38
th

 Craft Show will be on December 6
th

 at the Richland 

County Fairgrounds from 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. The Ontario Lions Club will be collecting toys 

and donations for TOY TIME of Richland County. Last year $2,354 was collected plus toys. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Andrew Medwid, 664 Scott Drive, shared information pertaining to the All About The Paw Pet 

Rescue fund raiser at Buffalo Wild Wings. This event will be held all day on Monday, 

November 24
th

, with 20% of the food ticket proceeds going to this worthwhile cause. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

 

Mr. Chitwood expressed a Veterans Day tribute to his friend and mentor, Army Officer Brian 

Freeman, who was killed in action January 20, 2007. Mr. Chitwood wears Officer Freeman’s 

bracelet every day as a reminder of his service and commitment to our country.  Mr. Chitwood 

thanked Council and Administration for the good work they do and to his wife and family for 

their continual support. He asked that all members of the military are kept in thought and 

prayer. Mr. Chitwood deploys next week with the Army Reserves.   

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 14 – 63 

 

(SECOND READING) AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE IMPROVEMENTS TO 

DEERFIELD ROAD AND YEAGER DRIVE SUBDIVISION TO THE CITY OF 

ONTARIO AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Chitwood read Ordinance No. 14-63 for the second time, by title only. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-15 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE/SAFETY DIRECTOR TO BID 

AND AWARD A CONTRACT FOR THE 2015 STREET IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECTS. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution No.  

14-15 on three separate days. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Arnold read Resolution No.  

14-15 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 14-15. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Resolution  

No. 14-15 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-65 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1145.11 FENCES AND WALLS AND 

SECTION 521.07 FENCES BY ADDING PROVISIONS FOR ELECTRIC 

SECURITY FENCES AS A TYPE OF FENCE ALLOWED TO BE INSTALLED IN 

AREAS ZONED IN THE CITY FOR INDUSTRIAL USE TO ALLOW FOR 

ELECTRIC SECURITY FENCES.   

 

Mr. Gallo read Ordinance No. 14-65 for the first time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-66 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 14-11 KNOWN AS THE 

PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE FOR 2014 BY MAKING 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND, SPECIAL 

REVENUE FUND, AND ENTERPRISE FUND. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No.  

14-66 on three separate days. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Weidemyre read Ordinance No. 

14-66 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-66. Mrs. Webb seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-66 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-67 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR 

CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF 

ONTARIO, OHIO FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2015 AND 

EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2015. 

 

Mrs. Webb read Ordinance No. 14-67 for the first time, by title only. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-16 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO 

ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND AWARD CONTRACTS FOR PAVING FERGUSON 

ROAD. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution No.  

14-16 on three separate days. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Ms. Drake read Resolution No.  

14-16 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 14-16. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Resolution  

No. 14-16 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-69 

 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND 

DELIVERY OF A SCHOOL COMPENSATION AGREEMENT WITH THE 

PIONEER CAREER & TECHNOLOGY CENTER, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY.  

  

Mr. Gallo made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No.  

14-69 on three separate days. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the motion. Six members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Chitwood read Ordinance 

No. 14-69 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Chitwood made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-69. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-69 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-70 

 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND 

DELIVERY OF A SCHOOL COMPENSATION AGREEMENT WITH THE 

ONTARIO LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No.  

14-70 on three separate days. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Arnold read Ordinance No.  

14-70 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-70. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-70 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-71 

 

AN ORDINANCE DECLARING AN IMPROVEMENT TO CERTAIN REAL 

PROPERTY TO BE A PUBLIC PURPOSE, EXEMPTING THAT IMPROVEMENT 

FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXES, SPECIFYING THE PUBLIC 

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS DIRECTLY BENEFITING THAT REAL 

PROPERTY, REQUIRING THE OWNERS OF THAT PROPERTY TO MAKE 

SERVICE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES, AND ESTABLISHING A 

MUNICIPAL PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT TAX INCREMENT EQUIVALENT FUND. 
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Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No.  

14-71 on three separate days. Mrs. Webb seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Gallo read Ordinance No.  

14-71 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-71. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-71 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-72 

 

AN ORDINANCE DECLARING AN IMPROVEMENT TO CERTAIN REAL 

PROPERTY TO BE A PUBLIC PURPOSE, EXEMPTING THAT IMPROVEMENT 

FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXES, SPECIFYING THE PUBLIC 

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS DIRECTLY BENEFITING THAT REAL 

PROPERTY, REQUIRING THE OWNERS OF THAT PROPERTY TO MAKE 

SERVICE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES, AND ESTABLISHING A 

MUNICIPAL PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT TAX INCREMENT EQUIVALENT FUND. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No.  

14-72 on three separate days. Mr. Chitwood seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Weidemyre read Ordinance No. 

14-72 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-72. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-72 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-73 

 

AN ORDINANCE DECLARING AN IMPROVEMENT TO CERTAIN REAL 

PROPERTY TO BE A PUBLIC PURPOSE, EXEMPTING THAT IMPROVEMENT 

FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXES, SPECIFYING THE PUBLIC 

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS DIRECTLY BENEFITING THAT REAL 

PROPERTY, REQUIRING THE OWNERS OF THAT PROPERTY TO MAKE 

SERVICE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES, AND ESTABLISHING A 

MUNICIPAL PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT TAX INCREMENT EQUIVALENT FUND. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No.  

14-73 on three separate days. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mrs. Webb read Ordinance No.  

14-73 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mrs. Webb made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-73. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-73 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-74 

 

AN ORDINANCE DECLARING IMPROVEMENTS TO CERTAIN REAL 

PROPERTY TO BE A PUBLIC PURPOSE, EXEMPTING THOSE 

IMPROVEMENTS FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXES, REQUIRING THE OWNERS 

OF THAT REAL PROPERTY TO MAKE SERVICE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF 

TAXES, SPECIFYING THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH RECEIPTS OF SUCH 

SERVICE PAYMENTS MAY BE USED, ESTABLISHING AN URBAN 

REDEVELOPMENT TAX INCREMENT EQUIVALENT FUND, AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY. 
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Mr. Gallo made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No.  

14-74 on three separate days. Mr. Chitwood seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Ms. Drake read Ordinance No.  

14-74 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-74. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 14-74 

was adopted.   

 

At 7:32 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Arnold with a second by Mrs. Webb, and the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                                                      Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

 

 

___________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  


