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Ontario City Council met in regular session on September 18, 2014, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Larry Collins presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Neil 

Chitwood, Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, Council 

President Larry Collins, Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Law Director Andrew Medwid, Service-

Safety Director Jeff Wilson, Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger, and Clerk of Council Cathy 

VanAuker.  

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to excuse Ms. Drake from this evening’s meeting. Mr. Arnold 

seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of September 4, 2014 were presented for approval.  

Mr. Chitwood made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Arnold.  

Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Gallo thanked Mayor Hutchinson for continuing the Concerts in the Park this summer. 

 

Mr. Hairston scheduled a Finance Committee meeting on September 30, 2014 at 2:30 p.m. to 

review the 2015 budget. 

 

Mr. Hairston commended Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger for taking on a lot of extra work during 

the preparation for the upcoming New York trip to Moody’s to request a rate reduction.  

Mr. Hairston wasn’t always available and Mrs. Hellinger added a great deal to her 

responsibilities, a job well done. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre reported on the Economic Development Committee meeting held earlier this 

evening.  

 The Committee discussed zoning changes to the proposed campus district and has 

recommend engaging etma, an environmental design and planning service, to prepare a 

zoning overlay that will pertain to building styles, sign height, and building material. 

o Mr. Hairston asked, if it wasn’t cost prohibitive, for this company to review the 

overall zoning of the city. 

 A small business coming to Ontario requested some incentive and has asked for 

assistance with the water tap fee. The existing ¾ʹʹ line is not sufficient for his needs. 

This company will clean up one of the abandoned buildings and plans to increase to 12 

employees in the next couple of years.  

o Mrs. Webb wanted to ensure they are working with businesses on a case by case 

basis. This is a fairly large piece of property that has been an eyesore and he is 

making significant improvements. This incentive is because of the amount of 

work he has been doing on the property. 

 

Mr. Chitwood, Mr. Arnold and Mrs. Webb had no report. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hutchinson had no report. 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson reported on the following projects: 

 Meter Reading System.  The base station installation was completed and smart points have 

been set up with successful activation. Meter installation began Tuesday on the  

800 scheduled appointments which is about one-third of the total that needs done. CMI is 

working on converting the billing system from cubic feet to gallons. 
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 Millsboro Loop. This project needs about two more days of work. Once it is completed 

a report will be submitted with material costs, labor costs, total time for completion and 

total savings for everyone to review. 

 Mabee Road Water Tower. MK Painting mobilized their equipment to the job site, the 

tank was drained and the preliminary work on the inside began today. 

 W. 4
th

 Street. Final paving began today at the west end of the project and will continue 

through Saturday ending between TSC and Stumbo Road.  Paving will then be done at 

night for a couple of days until reaching the Lex-Springmill intersection east of Bob 

Evans. Then, back to days until the final coat is completed. The north/south tie-in at 

Lex-Springmill intersection will be done Wednesday or Thursday with all of the paving 

completed next Friday. Permanent striping will be done the following week.  The mast 

arms should be delivered by the third week in October and once they are installed new 

traffic lights will be mounted. 

 Road Salt. Richland County did not receive any bids for road salt for the upcoming 

winter season. The city started a bidding process and has received confirmation from 

two suppliers who will be submitting bids. Last year the city purchased 3,000 tons at 

$38.04 per ton and used 3,300 tons. An average winter requires 2,500 tons and our 

current inventory is at 1,200 tons. Price per ton is expected to exceed $100 and once the 

bids are received the amount to purchase will be determined with a minimum purchase 

of 1,500 tons. If the County is successful in a second attempt to receive bids the city 

could still purchase through them. Throughout the winter the city will stay in close 

communications with the schools and media informing them how the salt inventory will 

be utilized.  

 

Mr. Wilson responded to questions. 

 Brine requires making changes to the equipment and disintegrates the trucks in about 

three years. 

 The EPA won’t allow grit used on streets that are curbed or have a catch basins.  

 The new water meter reading system will allow for actual readings on all water bills, no 

more estimates. 

 There will continue to be a minimum water and sewer charge which is determined by 

the size of the tap.  

 The company painting the Mabee Road Water Tower will meet with concerned 

residents who live near the tower. The company is rolling the paint on the tower, not 

spraying. 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid had no report. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

 

Mr. Collins read the Notice of Public Hearing: 

 

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held before the Council of the City of 

Ontario, Ohio, at a Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 6, 2014, at the Ontario 

Charles K. and Charlotte M. Hellinger Municipal Building, 555 North Stumbo Road, Ontario, 

Ohio, upon a proposal to amend the City Zoning Ordinance as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1145.11 FENCES AND 

WALLS AND SECTION 521.07 FENCES BY ADDING 

PROVISIONS FOR ELECTRIC SECURITY FENCES AS A TYPE OF 

FENCE ALLOWED TO BE INSTALLED IN AREAS ZONED IN 

THE CITY FOR INDUSTRIAL USE TO ALLOW FOR ELECTRIC 

SECURITY FENCES.  

The City of Ontario Planning Commission has recommended in favor of this change. 

All persons interested in these issues are invited to attend and express their views. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Craig Hunt, 3680 Park Avenue West, came forward to ask if water bills were going to change 

from quarterly to monthly statements. Mr. Wilson said there would be no changes at this time. 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14 – 46 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 192 TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY TAX 

OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ONTARIO, OHIO.   

 

Mr. Chitwood read Ordinance No. 14-46 for the third time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Chitwood made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-46. Mr. Hairston seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-46 was adopted.   

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 14 – 11 

 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING BENJAMIN L. BROWN’S PROPOSITION TO 

CONNECT HIS PROPERTY LOCATED ON NORTH LEXINGTON-SPRINGMILL 

ROAD TO THE CITY OF ONTARIO’S SEWER SYSTEM. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution No.  

14-11 on three separate days. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Arnold read Resolution No. 14-

11 for the second time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 14-11. Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Resolution No. 14-11 

was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14 – 49 

 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A LICENSE TO BENJAMIN L. BROWN TO 

EXTEND A CITY FIFTEEN (15") INCH WATER LINE ALONG THE PUBLIC 

RIGHT-OF-WAY IN A PUBLIC EASEMENT OF LEXINGTON-SPRINGMILL 

ROAD AT HIS EXPENSE TO SERVE HIS PROPERTY LOCATED ON NORTH 

LEXINGTON-SPRINGMILL ROAD. 

 

Hearing no motion to suspend the rules for three separate readings, Mr. Gallo read Ordinance 

No. 14-49 for the second time, by title only. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 14-12 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO 

ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND AWARD CONTRACTS FOR VARIOUS MATERIALS  

AND SERVICES NEEDED DURING THE YEAR 2015 AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 
Mrs. Webb made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution No. 14-12 

on three separate days. Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes Aye, 

zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Hairston read Resolution No. 14-12 

for the first time, by title only. 
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Mr. Hairston made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 14-12. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Resolution  

No. 14-12 was adopted.   

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 14-13 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO 

EXECUTE AGREEMENTS FOR MISCELLANEOUS ENGINEERING, 

SURVEYING AND DRAFTING SERVICES FOR THE YEARS 2015 THROUGH 

2019, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
Hearing no motion to suspend the rules for three separate readings, Mr. Weidemyre read 

Resolution No. 14-13 for the first time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-50 

 

AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING THE CITY OF ONTARIO TO ENTER INTO A 

LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE ONTARIO CITY SCHOOLS AS LESSORS 

AND THE FRIENDS OF MAIZE AS LESSEE FOR THE LEASE OF CITY AND 

SCHOOL OWNED LAND TO BE USED TO ESTABLISH A DOG PARK IN 

THE CITY OF ONTARIO, DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE IT ON 

BEHALF OF THIS CITY, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.     

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No. 14-50 

on three separate days. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes Aye, zero 

Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mrs. Webb read Ordinance No. 14-50 for the 

first time, by title only. 

 

Mrs. Webb made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-50. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-50 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-51 

 

AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING WATER AND SANITARY SEWER RATES 

FOR RESIDENTIAL AND PUBLIC SCHOOL CUSTOMERS TO BE READ IN 

BOTH GALLONS AND CUBIC FEET, REPEALING ORDINANCE 14-29, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No. 14-51 

on three separate days. Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes Aye, 

zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Chitwood read Ordinance No. 14-51 

for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Chitwood made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-51. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 

14-51 was adopted.   

 

At 7:30 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Hairston, a second by Mr. Weidemyre, and the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                                                      Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

 

 

___________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  


