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Ontario City Council met in regular session on August 7, 2014, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Larry Collins presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:03 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Larry 

Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb and Pamela Drake, 

Council President Larry Collins, Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Law Director Andrew Medwid, 

Service-Safety Director Jeff Wilson, Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger, and Clerk of Council Cathy 

VanAuker.  

 

Mr. Hairston made a motion to excuse Mr. Chitwood from this evening’s meeting. Mr. Arnold 

seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion carried. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of July 17, 2014 were presented for approval.  

Mr. Gallo made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Arnold.  

Six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.   

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Arnold scheduled a Shade Tree Commission meeting on August 12, 2014 at 4:00 p.m., and 

informed Council members that he would not be present at the next Council meeting. 

 

Mr. Gallo encouraged everyone to attend the Concert in the Park on Tuesday, August 12
th

,  

7:00 p.m., at the Marshall Park Band Shell. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre reported: 

 A land owner is interested in developing his property north of the Bell Stores but the 

sewer doesn’t extend that far. The owner would like Ontario to help with getting 

approval from Mansfield because it will tie in with the OSU sewer line and he would 

like to begin development in the fall. 

 Smaller companies have requested incentives (tax abatements) from the city. One has 

requested the city waive the water meter tap fee of $5,000 to install a 2ʹʹ tap in lieu of 

the standard ¾ʹʹ for his ten employee company. 

o Mr. Arnold suggested inquiring what other municipalities offer as incentives 

then compile three or four options and allow small businesses to choose one. He 

asked they also consider how this may affect existing companies that have 

come to Ontario and have many more employees. 

o Mrs. Webb thought a business developing a piece of property has more merit for 

receiving an incentive than a business occupying an existing storefront with 

minimal employees. 

o Mr. Hairston said he would begin doing some research. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre set an Economic Development Committee of the Whole meeting on August 

21
st
 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Mrs. Webb scheduled a Personnel Committee meeting on August 14, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Mr. Hairston and Ms. Drake had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hutchinson reported on the following: 

 The next Concert in the Park features the Rib Ticklers on August 12
th

 at 7:00 p.m. The 

Mayor would like to recognize those who donated time or money to help make the band 

shell a reality by extending invitations for them to attend the next concert.  
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 Initial research was prepared for creating new signs on the main roads entering Ontario. 

Samples of the proposed signage was circulated but he will request a second quote for 

smaller signs. 

 Internal meetings will take place over the next several months to review the zoning code 

and fees. Any recommendations should be sent to the Mayor. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Flanegan created a very nice display near the band shell garden area at the 

Richland County Fairgrounds using the Rock Road bridge stones. 

 

In response to Mr. Hairston’s question, the Mayor said research is continuing on a resident’s 

complaint regarding the noise level at Cole, Tool and Die. Mr. Hairston contacted one other 

resident who called into the city building expressing the same concern.  

 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson reported on the following projects: 

 W. 4
th

 Street. This project is on schedule. All lanes from the west to ABC Warehouse 

have an intermediate layer of asphalt and the milling is completed from ABC 

Warehouse to Home Road. Foundations for the signal poles are finished. The final 

paving is scheduled to begin September 15
th

.  

 Millsboro Loop. This project is on schedule. The line from Sugar Maple to the west is 

completed and the work on the return loop began today. At the end of the project one 

driveway and some yards will need repaired. 

 Railroad Underpass on Park Avenue West. This project is completed and there have 

been several positive comments about the improvement to the pavement. The integrity 

of the work will be monitored to see how it wears which will determine if they do the 

same improvement to the west bound lane. 

 Temps. The temporary help program is working well. Two of the temps will work for 

three more weeks and the third temp will continue working for five weeks. There has 

been no overtime money spent on the parks this summer due to the scheduling of one 

temp working Tuesday through Saturday to handle the weekend park maintenance and 

pavilion prep. 

o Projects completed by the temps include painting of the restroom at Marshall 

Park, the gazebo at Doris Carr Park, the man-doors at the Service Building, and 

the poles at the Service Building, as well as pressure washing the gas 

tank/station area, continuous mulching in the parks and traffic control during the 

Loop project.  

 Meter Reading System. The materials have been ordered. The base station and antenna 

installation will be completed by September 29, then six to ten meters will be installed 

around the perimeter of the city to verify communication. The city-wide installation will 

begin the first week of October.  

 Water Line Bid. The bid opening was held last Friday with Elite Excavating turning in 

the low bid at $694,137, which is about $50,000 below the estimate. The start date will 

be determined after the pre-construction meeting. 

 

Mr. Hairston said he spoke with Brian Cooper and appropriations legislation will need prepared 

prior to spending any money on these projects (totaling $4 million). The notes should be 

available in September, which the city will pay itself back. 

 

Mr. Gallo commended the Service-Safety Director and the Mayor for their quick response in 

sending Mr. Orewiler to repair the leak in the Stowell Park restroom during the 24 team 

tournament on Saturday. The residents, as well as out of town guests, were impressed that 

within ten minutes someone was there to take care of the problem. 

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid had no report. 
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MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 
 

Mr. Collins presented to Council the liquor permit transfer request for Red Lobster as 

submitted by the Ohio Division of Liquor Control. Hearing no concerns regarding the transfer, 

the application will be returned and no hearing requested.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Craig Hunt, 3680 Park Avenue West, came forward to thank Council, the Mayor, and the 

Service-Safety Director for working on the water problem at Pearl Street and hopefully there 

won’t be any more back-ups. Thank you very much. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-28 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING WAGES AND SALARIES FOR NON-

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING UNIT EMPLOYEES OF THIS CITY, REPEALING 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-25, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mrs. Webb made a motion to table Ordinance No. 14-28 with a second by Mr. Weidemyre.  

Six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-29 

 

AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING WATER AND SANITARY SEWER RATES FOR 

RESIDENTIAL AND PUBLIC SCHOOL CUSTOMERS TO BE READ IN BOTH 

GALLONS AND CUBIC FEET AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 11-33. 

 

Hearing no motion to suspend the rules for three separate readings, Ms. Drake read Ordinance 

No. 14-29 for the second time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-30 

 

AN ORDINANCE RENEWING AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THIS CITY AND ONTARIO GROWTH CORPORATION, INC. ON THE 

SAME TERMS AS THE ORIGINAL AGREEMENT, DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO 

EXECUTE IT ON BEHALF OF THIS CITY, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
Hearing no motion to suspend the rules for three separate readings, Mr. Arnold read Ordinance 

No. 14-30 for the second time, by title only.  

 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 14-33  

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 191.12, ALLOCATION OF FUNDS, OF 

THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THIS CITY TO REVISE THE ALLOCATION 

OF INCOME TAX REVENUE AMONG FUNDS AND TO DEPOSIT MONEY 

DIRECTLY INTO THE FUND FROM WHICH IT SHALL BE EXPENDED, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Hearing no motion to suspend the rules for three separate readings, Mr. Gallo read Ordinance 

No. 14-33 for the second time, by title only. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 14-35 

  

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE EDITION AND INCLUSION OF CERTAIN 

ORDINANCES AS PARTS OF THE VARIOUS COMPONENT CODES OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF ONTARIO, OHIO, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 14-35 on three separate days. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Hairston read Ordinance No. 

14-35 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Hairston made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-35. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 14-35 was adopted.   

  

At 7:35 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Ms. Drake, a second by Mrs. Webb, and the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                                                      Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  


