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Ontario City Council met in regular session on June 5, 2014, in the City Offices, with Council 

President Larry Collins presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Neil 

Chitwood, Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb and 

Pamela Drake. Council President Larry Collins, Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Law Director 

Andrew Medwid, Service-Safety Director Jeff Wilson, Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger and Clerk 

of Council Cathy VanAuker. A number of interested employees and citizens were in the 

audience. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of May 15, 2014 were presented for approval.  

Mr. Arnold made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Harriston.  

Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.   

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Hairston referred to the May month end financial report showing $1.4 million ahead of 

budget which this is due to the recent income tax revenue. The Finance Committee will meet in 

July to review the numbers for the first six months. Based on recommendations from the state 

auditors there may be some changes to the allocations but no additional dollars would be added. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre said Fed Ex has begun construction, putting in the new driveway on the south 

end of the property, and installing the silk fence. The ground breaking is tentatively scheduled 

for June 20, 2014. 

 The Adler marketing agent is looking into a new lead for the Ontario Business Park.  

 Buffalo Wild Wings has broken ground at their new location near Dunham’s. 

 The owners of the new hotel development on Ferguson Road would like to break 

ground by October to install footers then framing can be done during the winter months. 

They are researching a Community Reinvestment Program in lieu of the TIF.  Mayor 

Hutchinson said instead of using the Enterprise Zone they are filing for a CRA which 

requires a housing study to see if they qualify. The abatement would be easier and save 

them money versus the TIF. The TIF would require the city to construct the roadway 

which would increase the project cost 30%, under the CRA the developer can construct 

the street to city standards. Council will ultimately need to approve the process. 

o In response to Mr. Arnold’s question regarding the status of the street the city is 

responsible to build at the Beer Road Industrial Park, Mayor Hutchinson said the 

plat has been approved, recorded, and bids will go out once the PTI is submitted 

for the water and sewer lines. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre reported on the Utilities Committee meeting held early this evening where they 

discussed the proposed water meter reading system. As a result, the Committee voted to 

recommend Council accept the bid from HD Supply Waterworks. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to award a contract to HD SupplyWaterworks. Ms. Drake 

seconded the motion. Hearing no discussion, seven member cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and 

the motion passed. 

 

Mrs. Webb said the Personnel Committee met on May 20
th

 to discuss the expenditures to 

outside engineering firms. City Engineer Linda Timmer explained two signatures are required 

on engineering documents. If one signature is hers and the other the engineering firm then the 

city would assume the liability. Hiring a second employee would not solve the problem because 

areas of expertise are so diversified. Outside engineering costs are approximately $100,000 per 

year. 

 The Committee also met in a lengthy executive session to discuss personnel issues. 

 

Mr. Chitwood, Mr. Arnold, Mr. Gallo and Ms. Drake had no report. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hutchinson reported on the following: 

 

 Mayor Hutchinson attended the Mohican Watershed Conservation District Board 

meeting. Although the vote passed to support the Clearfork District, two spoke against 

it. Any municipality can drop their support at any time, however, even if it goes through 

the citizens would still be required to pay. 

 Richland County Transit provided new ridership numbers and that report was 

distributed to Council. 

 Over 185 cases of measles has been confirmed in the surrounding area. Approximately 

7,000 vaccinations have been given.  

 A new letterhead was selected but won’t be ordered until more of the current stationery 

is used.  

 He has received many positive comments on the improvements being made around the 

city building. 

 Estimates have been received on sealing the parking lot, fixing the cracks and relining 

parking spaces.  

 

At this time Buddy Workman came forward to receive a Proclamation. 

 

Responsible Fatherhood Awareness Month 

June 2014 

WHEREAS, nurturing fathers strengthen the City of Ontario’s families and are key to children 

receiving the parenting they need and deserve to thrive; and, 

 

WHEREAS, fathers who are actively engaged in the lives of their children reduce the risks of 

childhood poverty, child mental illness, juvenile delinquency, youth sexual activity, teenage 

pregnancy, substance abuse, and failure to complete high school; and, 

 

WHEREAS, fathers who are actively engaged in the lives of their children enhance the chances 

of success in social skills, academic performance, adult careers and employment goals, and 

involved parenting skills for their future families; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Responsible Fatherhood Awareness Month provides an opportunity for our 

residents to learn more about fatherhood issues and to show support for the numerous 

organizations and individuals who are providing advocacy efforts, resources and services to 

promote positive involvement of fathers, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Randy E. Hutchinson, Mayor of the City of Ontario, do hereby 

proclaim June 2014 as; 

Responsible Fatherhood Awareness Month 

and encourage all citizens to recognize the importance of responsible fatherhood and to work to 

strengthen our families by ensuring positive father involvement for the future of our most 

precious resources - our children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

     hand and caused the seal of the City of Ontario 

     to be affixed this 17th day of April in the year of our 

     Lord Two Thousand Fourteen. 

             

     Randy E. Hutchinson, Mayor 

 

Mr. Workman said Richland County received a grant from Ohio Commission on Fathers and 

will hold a Father’s Fun Day at the Mansfield YMCA on June 13 with a BBQ, entertainment, a 

band will play from 3:00 – 9:00 p.m., Tim Brown will be the guest speakers, and door prizes.  
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The Shade Tree Commission will begin meeting soon. The members are residents Bill 

Flannigan, Bob Philips, Amy Skroptis and Streets Committee Chairman Larry Arnold. Mark 

Johnson, who is a Stingel Elementary teacher and active in tree preservation, will assist as an 

advisor.   

 

Mr. Hairston attended the Ontario Substance Abuse Board meeting and was very impressed 

with the student participation and what they are accomplishing. 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson provided the following report: 

 The Walker Lake Road/Lex-Springmill traffic study is on schedule and plans should be 

ready for review by mid-July. The person compiling the time study was driving through 

the intersection and her car was rear ended. 

 Traffic concerns from residents in the Ridgestone/Oakstone area were reviewed and 

today that intersection has a 4-way stop. 

 CT Consultants are completing the water line study on Woodbine. It will be submitted 

to the EPA for a PTI. Combining the projects will hopefully result in a more 

competitive bid. 

 The W. 4
th

 Street paving project is scheduled to begin June 16
th

.  K.E. McCartney was 

awarded the onsite inspection contract; eight letters of interest were received. 

 

Mr. Gallo has received comments on the timing of the Lex-Springmill traffic lights that used to 

flash from 11:00 p.m. – 7:00 a.m.  DLZ recently completed the corridor study which now must 

go to ODOT before any changes are made based on the recommendations. 

 Mayor Hutchinson said some modifications were made but changes cannot be done 

because it was through ODOT. The changes will be studied to see how everything is 

affected and once the full study is completed they will address the issues at Walker 

Lake Road/Lex-Springmill intersection. 

 

Mayor Hutchinson said street light outages should be reported to First Energy. A full city check 

was done recently and the list was submitted. Outages can be reported to the Mayor or on the 

First Energy website.  

 

Construction of the band shell is finished and waiting for the final inspection. Four concerts 

have been scheduled: 

 

June 17  Devault Ridge Band (Country) 

July 15  Caffeinds 

August 12 Rib Ticklers 

September 6 Project 116 (Christian contemporary rock) 

 

The hiring of summer help has made it possible for employees to work on other projects and 

increase productivity. Mr. Wilson is tracking how the program works and the benefits. 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid had no report. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 
 

Mr. Collins read the following Public Hearing Notice: 

 

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held before the Council of the City of 

Ontario, Ohio at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 19, 2014, at the Ontario Charles K. and Charlotte 

M. Hellinger Municipal Building, 555 Stumbo Road, Ontario, Ohio, for the proposed 2015 tax 

budget of the City of Ontario. All persons interested in this issue are invited to attend and 

express their views. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Hearing no one who wished to speak, the Public Commentary portion of the meeting was 

closed. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-23 

 

(THIRD READING) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 14-11 

KNOWN AS THE PERMANENT APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE FOR 2014 BY 

MAKING ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AND ADJUSTMENTS IN EXISTING 

APPROPRIATIONS IN THE GENERAL FUND. 

 

Mr. Chitwood read Ordinance No. 14-23 for the third time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Chitwood made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-23. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No.  

14-23 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-26 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF 

EMPLOYMENT FOR NON-COLLECTIVE BARGAINING UNIT CITY 

EMPLOYEES, REPEALING ORDINANCES 08-08, 10-27, 10-42, 11-10, 11-19,  

11-34, AND 14-14, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Hearing no motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings, Mr. Arnold read 

Ordinance No. 14-26 for the second time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-27 

 

(SECOND READING) AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY ZONING 

ORDINANCE BY CREATING A WELLHEAD PROTECTION PLAN BY 

ESTABLISHING TWO OVERLAY ZONES WHICH WILL PROHIBIT CERTAIN 

USES AND REGULATE OTHER USES IN AREAS NEAR THE CITY WATER 

WELLS, REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 98-35, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 
Hearing no motion to suspend the rules requiring three separate readings, Mr. Gallo read 

Ordinance No. 14-27 for the second time, by title only. 

 

At 7:36 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Arnold, a second by Mr. Chitwood, and the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

 

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                              Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  

 


