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Ontario City Council met in regular session on April 3, 2014, in the City Offices, with Council 

President Larry Collins presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Neil 

Chitwood, Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, and 

Pamela Drake, Council President Larry Collins, Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Law Director 

Andrew Medwid, Service-Safety Director Jeff Wilson, Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger, 

Recreation Director Janet VanCura and Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker. A number of 

interested employees and citizens were in the audience. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of March 20, 2014 were presented for approval.  

Mr. Arnold made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Hairston.  

Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.   

 

The minutes of the special Council meeting of March 27, 2014 were presented for approval.  

Mr. Gallo made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Chitwood.  

Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.   

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Arnold said the City Engineer has received confirmation from the State to proceed with the 

W. 4
th

 Street paving project.  

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion authorizing the Service Safety Director and City Engineer to 

advertise for bids and award the street and infrastructure project for W. 4
th

 Street.  

Mr. Weidemyre seconded the motion. Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the 

motion passed.  

 

Mr. Gallo scheduled a Parks Committee meeting on April 17, 2014 at 5:45 p.m. 

 

Mr. Hairston called a Finance Committee meeting on April 8, 2013 at 2:30 p.m., for the 

purpose of discussing the utility projects and the Industrial Park TIF. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre reported the Industrial Park protect is moving forward and they are still 

communicating with ODOT regarding the enhancement funds to match the 629 Funds.  

 

Mrs. Webb scheduled a Personnel Committee meeting on April 9, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. Chitwood and Ms. Drake had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hutchinson provided the following report: 

 An email was sent to the owner of the land at the Rock Road bridge site requesting 

permission for the city to go on the property and make enhancements. 

 With the exception of a few minor adjustments the traffic light timing is completed at 

the Walker Lake/Lex-Springmill intersection. Next they will begin work on the new 

signal head at Walker Lake Road making one lane a straight and/or turn lane. 

 The Clerk of Courts is in the process of collecting fines on old parking tickets from 

2005 – 2007. 

 A Proclamation will be read in the morning at Children Services for Child Abuse 

Prevention Month. 
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SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson reported: 

 Spring clean-up will be April 14
th

 – 18
th

. Crews will be picking up winter yard debris 

but there won’t be a specific schedule and only one pass will be made through the city. 

The following week the streets will be swept. Mr. Wilson thanked Crestline for their 

generosity in loaning their street sweeper. 

 The city is partnering with students from the high school for an on-foot litter pick up on 

Wednesday afternoon, April 16
th

. The Ontario Substance Abuse Prevention Coordinator 

Amy Nagel has recruited over fifty students from various organizations to participate. 

Businesses along the Lex-Springmill corridor have been asked to participate. There are 

two sponsors for the event: Next Generation is providing garbage bags and water for the 

students and Milliron is donating a dumpster to collect debris. 

 The streets in the Industrial Park were named Urwin Road North and Urwin Road 

South. Names were selected so the plat could be filed. 

 The parks are approximately two weeks behind in spring preparations. Temporary 

soccer lines were put on the upper fields but the lower soccer fields won’t be used until 

the weather gets better. Once the ballfields are dry enough the infields will be rolled 

then the city will only provide mowing because OYS takes great care of the fields. 

 The Street Department should end the year with 1,200 tons of salt, down from 1,500 

tons last year. Approximately 3,300 tons of salt was used this year. 

 Last weekend the employees salted and plowed even though they were down two 

trucks. A third truck was down but when Supervisor Evan Hellinger heard the forecast 

he and Jody Orewiler worked Friday night putting an oil pan on one truck and the salt 

spreaders on all of the trucks to be ready for Saturday’s winter storm.  Mr. Wilson 

thanked them for preparing for the needs on the streets. 

 Most of the pot holes are under control and repairs were started on a number of catch 

basins that received damage this winter. 

 Specs for the new water meter reading system should be completed next week and then 

they will go out for bids. There was a 70% failure rate on readings this quarter. 

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid had no report. 

 

 

OTHER REPORTS 

 

Mrs. VanCura distributed the Recreation Department report. 

 Zumba.  Classes are Tuesday and Thursdays at Stingel Primary gym from 6:00 – 7:00 

p.m. and will continue until the end of the school year. 

 Family Swims.  Approximately 48 families took advantage of this program with an 

average of 20 swimmers each session. This activity ran from November 2013 – March 

2014.  

 Swim Stroke Clinic. 42 students participated in the clinic but next year they will require 

students can swim the length of the pool because this is not a clinic for swim lessons. 

 Easter Egg Hunt. This will take place at Marshall Park on April 12
th

 at noon. The Easter 

Bunny and Miss Ontario will be present. 

 CPR-Lifeguarding Review Class. This class is offered April 27
th

 from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

 Lifeguard Certification Class. The class is scheduled for June 2
nd

 – 6
th

 and is a free class 

to students in exchange for paid lifeguarding during the year for Family Swim and 

Summer Recreation. Pre-registration is required and daily attendance is mandatory. 

 Summer Recreation. The program will be June 9-12 and June 16-19 at the OMS from 

9:00 a.m. until noon. Interviews for high school students will be held April 9
th

 and 10
th

 

from 5 – 7 p.m. Online registration is available. 

 Swim Lessons. A session will be offered each week following Summer Rec with a limit 

of 25 children per session. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Bob Stout, 2393 Whitney Avenue, came before Council to say when they discussed returning 

some of the income tax for those working out of the city, three Council members said the city 

could not afford to give it back. If you are retired and drawing a pension you don’t pay city 

income tax on pensions. In spite of economic and money worries there was a very generous 

raise to the police and dispatchers in their contracts. General Motors workers have not had a 

raise since 2001 and in the 1980’s they gave up a percentage or cents per hour raise and went to 

a performance bonus of 1 to 1 ½% of the base rate. The city’s raise will add $8,632 on straight 

time wages for each and every member of the police force and dispatch. They get $1,248 the 

first year at $.60 per hour, the second year they get another $1,560 for a total of $2,808 the 

second year, then the third year averages $4,576 which means for a three year contract for their 

base wages they get $8,632 based on $.60 per hour the first year, $.75 per hour the second year 

and $.80 the third year. After checking many job sites there were only two searching for police 

officers. The websites that compare cities show the estimated household income for Ontario is 

$41,824 which is a reduction of $5,000, the average wage for a person working in Ontario is 

between $22,000 - $26,900. Mr. Stout compared the number of police officers allowed per 

1,000 residents in Mansfield, Lexington, Shelby, Delaware, Parma and Parma Heights and the 

average was 1.9 officers but Ontario has 3.2 officers and a crime rate of 30% above the national 

average. As soon as there is a penny deficit Council will ask for the 1% back and more money 

on the water and sewer bill.  Mr. Stout felt Council needed to understand the private sector’s 

pay and how it works. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-02 

 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CREATION OF THE CLEAR FORK 

WATERSHED SUBDISTRICT OF THE MUSKINGUM WATERSHED 

CONSERVANCY DISTRICT. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to waive the 24-hour rule on Resolution No. 14-02. Mrs. Webb 

seconded the motion. Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.  

 

Hearing no motion to waive the three readings, Mr. Hairston read Resolution No. 14-02 for the 

first time, by title only. 

 

At 7:32 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Arnold, a second by Mrs. Webb, and the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                              Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

 

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  

 
 


