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Ontario City Council met in regular session on February 6, 2014, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Larry Collins presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Larry 

Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, and Pamela Drake, 

Council President Larry Collins, Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Law Director Andrew Medwid, 

Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger, Service-Safety Director Jeff Wilson and Clerk of Council Cathy 

VanAuker. A number of interested employees and citizens were in the audience. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of January 16, 2014 were presented for approval. 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Arnold.  

Six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.   

 

The minutes of the special Council meeting of January 28, 2014 were presented for approval. 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Gallo.   

Six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.   

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Hearing no one who wished to speak, the Public Commentary portion of the meeting was 

closed.  

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Hairston said he met with the Mayor, Auditor and Deputy Auditor to begin the process of 

preparing the permanent budget that will be presented to Council on February 20, 2014. 

 

Mr. Hairston scheduled a Finance Committee meeting on February 13, 2014, at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre reported on the Economic Development Committee of the Whole meeting 

where they received a presentation by developers for a potential extended stay hotel. The 

Committee passed a motion recommending Council move forward with this project.  

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to enter into a TIF calculation and evaluation for the Ontario 

Hospitality Group and return with a report to the Economic Development Committee who will 

report to Council as a whole. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Hearing no discussion, six 

members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre continued his report by stating the Growth Corporation has been approached 

by several new businesses looking to locate in Ontario. He will continue to report when more 

information becomes available.    

 

An Economic Development Committee of the Whole meeting was scheduled on February 13, 

2014, at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Mrs. Webb reported on the Personnel Committee meeting where they discussed health 

insurance and Ordinance No. 14-07. 

 

 Mr. Arnold, Mr. Gallo and Ms. Drake had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hutchinson reported on the following:  

 There were 629 likes on the Facebook site that was launched last week. The Recreation 

Department will soon begin using it, Mr. Gallo has been posting on behalf of Council 

and the Water Clerk and Mayor are posting for Administration. 
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 The Court and Zoning Reports are included in the Council packets. 

 The first 4
th

 of July Festival Committee meeting was held this week. They are looking 

for volunteers and this will also be placed on Facebook. The main festival will be held 

on July 4
th

 with the OGA activities on July 3
rd

.  The rain date will be Saturday, July 5
th

. 

 The Festival Committee is requesting $5,000 for fireworks. 

 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson began by congratulating Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker who was notified on 

January 23
rd

 by the International Institute of Municipal Clerks that she achieved the level of 

Master Municipal Clerk. 

 

Mr. Wilson reported on the following: 

 Pioneer has completed their part in helping with the band shell and the city will finish 

the project. They are looking at a different design. 

 The lid is on the Rock Road EQ basin, the stairs were completed today, and the fence 

posts are in.  

 Control testing started this week on the EQ basin, next week it will be filled and tested 

for leaks, then turned over to the city. 

o Council members thought the basin was going to be farther away from the road 

with dirt mounds and trees. Mayor Hutchinson said the existing dirt mound was 

top soil that would be used around the city as needed, such as for water breaks. 

The dirt mound was seeded to prevent erosion; there are no plans for a dirt 

mound or trees near the basin.  

o Mr. Hairston said part of the original discussion was having trees so the tank 

was not as obtrusive. 

o Mr. Arnold said when he previously questioned why the dirt was seeded because 

it was going to be moved to the front of the basin, he was told it was just to 

avoid erosion and that it would be moved, now they are being told that wasn’t 

part of the plan. 

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid provided the January 2014 Ontario Police Department Officer Activity Report. 

There were 163 total traffic stops; 827 total events worked, 160 reports generated, 80 traffic 

citations issued, 53 criminal citations issued, and 86 physical arrests. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

 

Brian McConnell, of the Ontario Growth Corporation, provided a video presentation and 

handout on the work they have done in promoting the community and utilizing their slogan, 

Make It Ontario, to attract and retain new business. The website is working and showcases all 

available space in the city. 

 

Fred Kohler said the OGC is in the processes of developing an Advisory Committee that will 

work across all business and professional sectors to gain ideas to move Ontario forward. Plans 

are to have this Board in place by April. Anyone interested in serving on the Board should 

contact them and they will provide additional information. 

 Mr. Arnold said he appreciated having OGC and their involvement with the community 

because economic development has more potential when the interest was focused 

specifically on Ontario. 

 Mayor Hutchinson concurred how beneficial OGC was to promoting the city. Last week 

Mr. Kohler was on a RCDG bus trip with students working on a study. They drove 

around the county and when they came to Ontario Mr. Kohler was able to promote the 

city. This has been a great partnership.   
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Mr. Collins said the Ontario Substance Abuse program at the high school was interested in the 

Mayor and a member of Council participating on their Board. Mr. Collins appointed Jim 

Hairston to serve on this Board. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-01 

 

(SECOND READING) A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENT OF THE CITY 

OF ONTARIO TO SELL PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED FOR MUNICIPAL 

PURPOSES THROUGH AN INTERNET AUCTION DURING CALENDAR YEAR 

2014. 

 

Hearing no motion to suspend the rules, Ms. Drake read Resolution No. 14-01 for the second 

time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-03 

 

(SECOND READING) AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING RULES OF COUNCIL FOR 

THE CITY OF ONTARIO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Hearing no motion to suspend the rules, Mr. Arnold read Ordinance No. 14-03 for the second 

time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-04 

 

(SECOND READING) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO 

REIMBURSE EMERSON PROCESS MANAGEMENT THE TOTAL SUM OF 

$146,065.74 FOR WATER/SANITARY OVERBILLING, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 14-04 on three separate days. Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. Six members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Gallo read Ordinance  

No. 14-04 for the second time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-04. Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 14-04 

was adopted.    

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14 – 05 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING WAGES AND SALARIES FOR NON-

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING UNIT EMPLOYEES OF THIS CITY, REPEALING 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-45, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mrs. Webb made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 14-05 on three separate days. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Six members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Hairston read Ordinance 

No. 14-05 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Hairston made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-05. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 14-05 

was adopted.   
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ORDINANCE NO. 14 – 06 

 

AN ORDINANCE OPTING-IN TO THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION’S BRIDGE INSPECTION PROGRAM ENTITLED “STW 

MUNI BRDG INSP PROG 2” AUTHORIZING THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION TO INSPECT ALL CITY BRIDGES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

AND DECLARING  AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 14-06 on three separate days. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Weidemyre read Ordinance No. 

14-06 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-06. Mrs. Webb seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 

14-06 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14 – 07 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 12-12 BY ASSIGNING THE 

POSITION OF THE CLERK OF THE WATERWORKS TO WORK UNDER THE 

SUPERVISION AND DIRECTION OF THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Hearing no motion to suspend the rules, Mrs. Webb read Ordinance No. 14-07 for the first 

time, by title only. 

 

At 7:37 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Arnold and a second by Mr. Gallo. At roll call, six members 

voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to adjourn passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                              Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

 

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  

 

 

 
 


