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Ontario City Council met in regular session on January 16, 2014, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Larry Collins presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Roger 

Heston, Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, and 

Pamela Drake, Council President Larry Collins, Mayor Randy Hutchinson, Law Director 

Andrew Medwid, Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger, Treasurer Linda Stoodt, Service-Safety 

Director Jeff Wilson and Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker. A number of interested employees 

and citizens were in the audience. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of January 2, 2014 were presented for approval. 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Heston. At roll call, 

seven members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.   

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Mansfield resident Samantha Peko came before Council regarding House Bill 203, Stand Your 

Ground, which is currently before the Senate. She asked Council for their consideration in 

passing a resolution opposing this bill because she felt House Bill 203 encourages unnecessary 

violence. Current Ohio Law allows for the use of deadly force in self-defense provided you 

exercised your duty to retreat. The duty to retreat only applies if you are able. Stand Your 

Ground will eliminate your duty to retreat and goes beyond reasonable limitations and allows 

deadly force to be used when it could have been avoided. A problem will be defining what truly 

threatened really means. Proponents of Stand Your Ground say you should not have to retreat if 

you are being annoyed. Ms. Peko said it is a moral responsibility to walk away from a situation 

if you can safely remove yourself from it and avoid harming those around you. Lessening this 

moral standard encourages violence.  

 

Mansfield resident Eric Miller, 693 Coleman, was next to approach Council regarding the 

Stand Your Ground law. Sample legislation was given to the Law Director with a revised copy 

to a member of Council. Mr. Miller requested consideration is given to the passage of this 

resolution which would give Council’s position with respect to this law that allows killings that 

are unnecessary by eliminating any duty to retreat even when a person can retreat safely. 

Eliminating the duty to retreat openly allows for confrontation. This resolution will be before 

you in the weeks ahead, in the form of requests from citizens, supporting that you do not want a 

law passed that would allow unnecessary killings. 

 

Carol Iiams, 524 N. State Route 314, stood before Council and said several years ago the city 

rezoned their property from R-1 to Industry and she found out about it by accident. She did not 

receive any notice. Through the years the property next to her was a warehouse but five months 

ago the city allowed Cole, Tool & Die to move in. Mrs. Iiams contacted an attorney and 

referenced the letter she wrote and delivered to each of the Council member’s homes that states 

Cole, Tool & Die is in violation of the public nuisance law. She cannot sleep, she has stress, 

she cannot have company, and she does not have control over her property. Mrs. Iiams said her 

idea is since the city wanted to take control of her property and change it from R-1 to Industry, 

then they should own the property. Mrs. Iiams said she wanted the city to buy her property, 

then listed the improvements they have made to the home with the intentions of living there for 

many years. There is constant banging and pounding, no one could stand it, and she has not had 

sleep in days. She was told by Mr. Cole it would get worse because in the spring they are 

putting in three more lines and the presses would be double to triple the noise. People have told 

her that she can call the police every day and have Cole, Tool, & Die cited for violation of the 

city’s noise ordinance then they would sue because they were not told there was a noise 

ordinance. The city will either have a lawsuit from Cole or the city will have to settle with her.  

 Mr. Collins thanked Mrs. Iiams for coming and said they received her letter and will 

respond to her through the Law Director. 
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Fred Kohler, formerly of 1482 N. Lex-Springmill Road, was next to stand before Council. 

Recently the Kohler family received a signed copy of Resolution No. 13-11, naming the newly 

constructed band shell at Marshall Park in honor and memory of Deborah Kohler. Debbie 

served on the Ontario Recreation Board for over 30 years, served and worked with four 

Recreation Department Directors: Sheryl Harriman, Victoria Cochran, Sandi Hoppe, and Janet 

VanCura. One of Debbie’s goals was to leave the world a better place. Her family believes she 

accomplished this goal by volunteering many hours of service not only to the Recreation Board 

but to the youth and citizens of the Ontario Community and working to ensure they were 

running meaningful programs with minimum tax payer’s money. The Kohler family is honored 

and proud to have the band shell named in her honor. In appreciation the Kohler family would 

like to donate a plaque honoring Debbie Kohler and work with the Parks Department to ensure 

the appropriate guidelines are followed in creating the plaque in her honor.  

 

Bob Stout, 2393 Whitney Avenue, came forward to rebuttal the previous comments on the 

Stand Your Ground law. Statistics indicate during the years 2005-2011 individuals were more 

likely to be killed by a club or a hammer than a gun. The United States Supreme Court ruled in 

1921, Brown vs. United States, an individual is not under obligation to a duty to retreat if they 

are being attached. Recently U.S. District Judge Edmond E. Chang ruled while the government 

has a duty to protect its citizens it is also obligated to protect the constitutional rights of the 

United States of America, including the right to keep and bear arms for self-defense. Mr. Stout 

said he would also ask Council to draft legislation supporting Stand Your Ground and to also 

consider adopting an ordinance requiring every home in the City of Ontario, with law abiding 

citizens, have the obligation to have a fire arm in their home for personal protection. 

 

 

RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mrs. VanCura presented the following report. 

 

Zumba.  Classes are held on Tuesday and Thursdays at Stingel Primary gym from 6:00 – 7:00 

p.m. The cost is $4 per class with approximately 20 – 25 attendees. 

 

Family Swim. Scheduled through March 10
th

 on Monday evenings from 7:00 – 8:15 p.m. with 

three lifeguards. There is no charge. Attendance has been as high as thirty.  

 

Swim Stroke Clinic. This session is for children K – 8
th

 grade. There is no charge for the clinic 

that is offered February 24 – 27 and March 3 – 6. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt.  The Easter Bunny and Miss Ontario will attend the Marshall Park Easter Egg 

Hunt on Saturday, April 12
th

, at noon. Girl Scout troops will help stuff the eggs with candy. 

 

CPR-Lifeguarding Review Class. Scheduled on Sunday, April 27
th

 from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m.  

 

Lifeguard Certification Class. Free to students in exchange for paid lifeguarding during the year 

for Family Swim and Summer Recreation. Pre-registration is required for the June 2 – 6 

classes.  

 

Summer Recreation. Held at the OMS from 9:00 a.m. – noon, June 9 – 12 and June 16 – 19. 

Employment applications will be available starting March 10
th

 and due by March 24
th

. 

Mandatory interviews are April 9
th

 and 10
th

. Students who have completed 8
th

 grade and 15 

years old are eligible for employment. Adults working with the program must complete 

background checks. 

 

Swim Lessons. A session immediately follows Summer Recreation with a maximum of 25 

children per session.  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Heston scheduled a Utilities Committee meeting on Wednesday, January 22, 2014, at 

10:00 a.m.  

 

Mr. Arnold reported on the Streets Committee meeting held earlier this evening where they 

discussed the cracks in the newly paved streets and the safety along the Lex-Springmill 

corridor, specifically south bound traffic making an improper left turn into McDonalds, and the 

possibility of installing delineators. When more information is received another meeting will be 

scheduled. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre said the Economic Development Committee of the Whole met prior to Council 

and Brian Cooper from ACI Financial Advisors explained the TIF process and how it would 

benefit the city upgrading the infrastructure as well as assist new business.  

 

Mr. Weidemyre announced an Economic Development Committee of the Whole meeting on 

February 6, 2014, at 5:30 p.m., to discuss the possibility of another development and options on 

offering assistance. 

 

Mr. Hairston made a motion authorizing the Law Director to amend the Sale Agreement to 

include the discussed property and authorizing the Mayor to enter into the Agreement. 

Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, 

zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Hairston made a motion for the Law Director to draft a Purchase and Sale Agreement for 

3.5 acres of land. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Hearing no discussion, seven members cast 

their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

Mrs. Webb said the Personnel Committee was to discuss Ordinance No. 12-12. The decision 

was made for the Mayor and the Service-Safety Director to inform the Committee if they want 

any changes made to this ordinance. If there are changes then another meeting would be 

scheduled. 

 Brian Thompson has received the health insurance information and the numbers may go 

down based on personnel changes. Mrs. Webb received the information the Committee 

requested from the Mayor and the Auditor. A Personnel Committee meeting will be 

scheduled once Mr. Thompson contacts her with the actual numbers. 

 

Mr. Gallo, Mr. Hairston, and Ms. Drake had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hutchinson reported: 

 The city’s Facebook page will be launched tomorrow. He asked for photos of the parks 

and city activities to include in the photo page.  

 Mayor Hutchinson thanked the Street crews for their hard work during the past couple 

of weeks in extreme cold weather. 

 Mayor Hutchinson and Mr. Weidemyre spoke with Macy’s representatives who 

dispelled rumors of closing and confirmed they are definitely remaining open. The mall 

manager is looking forward to Avita opening. 

 As the result of the meeting held with NCSC and OSU, things are looking very 

promising.  

 

Mayor Hutchinson presented his 2014 State of the City Address: 
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STATE OF THE CITY 
Ontario, Ohio 

Mayor Randy E. Hutchinson 

January 16, 2014 

 

In looking back at 2013, the City of Ontario can be proud of what was accomplished.   

 

The Ontario Division of Police responded to nearly 12, 000 calls for service in 2013.  With the 

increased calls for service, the total arrests were up.  Of the 8 major crimes, we saw a reduction 

in 4 and an increase in only 2.  Traffic citations were up, which in turn was reflected in traffic 

crashes being down.   

 

Ontario Mayor’s Court heard a total of 2501 charges of which 46 were OVI’S.  There were a 

total of 330 cases transferred to Mansfield Municipal Court, of which 81 were OVI’S.  Mayor’s 

Court and Mansfield Municipal Cases were all up from 2012.  The Clerk of Court has 

continued doing a fantastic job in collecting over $73,000.00 in past due fines.  A total of 

$302,554.40 in fines was collected in 2013. 

 

 We saw some changes in staffing.  Dan Herrold was hired as the Zoning Inspector to replace 

Fred Kohler, Rodney Inhofe was hired to work in the Sewer Department, Shawna Miller was  

hired as a secretary due to the retirement of Meda Giffin.  Adam Henry was hired as a Police 

Officer.  Mary Ann Hellinger was hired as the Deputy Auditor.  With the election she is now 

the Auditor and David Metzger has moved to Deputy Auditor.    

 

 I would like to recognize all of the employees that work for the City.  We have a quality work 

force, which keeps our City running smoothly, safe and clean. 

 

 I want to thank all of the citizens that worked on the 4
th

 of July Celebration.  This year the 

weather didn’t cooperate, but they were able to make adjustments and put on a fantastic event.  

Through the hard work over the years they have turned the celebration into a two day event and 

it continues to grow each year.  I look forward to working with the committee this year. 

 

 Janet VanCura, our Recreation Director continues to put on activities all year long for the  

citizens.  Family swim night, Easter egg hunt, summer recreation and honking & hauling trucks  

are just a few of the great programs she coordinates.   

 

As former Mayor Larry Collins encouraged last year, the Citizens of Ontario should use  

Ontario as their address.  We need to be proud of our community and to reflect this by using  

Ontario as your mailing address.   

 

 We were able to continue our annual paving project.  We also saw a major project come to 

 fruition with the building of the tank that will contain overflows at the Rock Road lift station,  

along with updates to the lift station.  We will continue in the years to come to update and  

maintain the infrastructure, with some of the projects being done due to findings and orders  

from the EPA. 

 

We saw some major changes in businesses in 2013.  The Area Agency on Aging opened in  

The former Hawkin’s building, which was donated by the Hawkin’s family.  The former  

Lazarus building was purchased by Avita Health Systems and they are doing renovations. They  

Hope to open in late fall.  Spitzer Kia is in the process of building next to their Dodge  

Dealership and hope to be open by spring.  The Adler Group is almost complete in tearing  

tearing down the former GM Plant.  They are working on attracting businesses to their  

complex.  The City is working making the Beer Road Industrial Park become a reality.  We are  

currently working with a potential tenant that will purchase over 21 acres and bring  

approximately 150 jobs.  There were a total of 27 of new businesses, but unfortunately we saw 

8 businesses close in 2013.  
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Ohio State University is currently building Buckeye Village, which is new student housing.  

It is located on Lexington-Springmill Road north of Meijer.  OSU and NCSC are planning on  

moving their main entrance near Buckeye Village.   This shows the dedication both colleges  

have to our community and we look forward to working with them. 

 

    I look forward to continuing the concerts in the park that former Mayor Larry Collins started.   

Zara Construction donated their time and worked with students from the Pioneer Carpentry  

Program to construct the new band shell in Marshall Park.  A portion of the work was also 

completed by our service employees.  The band shell should be completed and ready for use 

for the first concert in the park.   

 

In December Ontario City Council voted to change the forgiveness tax by ½ percent.  This  

change is for residents that live here, but work outside the city.  Instead of paying 1 percent,  

they now only have to pay 1/2 percent. 

 

My Service Safety Director, Jeff Wilson, and I look forward to working with council.  Ontario  

has a very promising future.  I believe that the City will see great growth.  With the addition of  

the new businesses and the development of the Beer Road Industrial Park it shows that  

Ontario is a great place to locate and raise a family.   

 

I’ve included reports from the Division of Police, Mayor’s Court, and Zoning. 

 

Respectfully, 

Mayor Randy E. Hutchinson 

 
 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Wilson said he was honored and excited to serve the City of Ontario as the Service-Safety 

Director. He is looking forward to working with Mayor Hutchinson and Council as a team to 

continue to make Ontario a great place to live. 

 

Mr. Wilson provided the following information: 

 

 Buckeye Village Water Line. The line will run west along Lex-Springmill to the front 

entrance of Buckeye Village and cross underneath Lex-Springmill to the meter. In the 

design the line was 8ʹʹ but the City Engineer was adamant a 12ʹʹ line was needed for 

future growth. Confirmation was received today from the developer that they would 

install a 12ʹʹ line. The EPA needs to respond and issue a permit to install (PTI). 

 Rock Road EQ Basin. The dome cover is being built inside the basin and should be 

ready to lift next week. Anyone interested in watching the basin lifted onto the tank 

should notify Mr. Wilson. Hard hats are required at the site. 

 4
th

 Street Storm Sewer. City Engineer Linda Timmer is in the process of completing her 

report which will be distributed once it is received. 

 Citizen Concern Form. Mr. Wilson created this form as a communication tool to be 

used when receiving concerns from citizens. 

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Medwid had no report.  

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Mrs. Stoodt came forward and distributed copies of the 2013 YTD Fund Report. The Year End 

Revenue Report reflected years 2012 and 2013 for comparison. Included in the report was a 

2013 Financial Recap showing Revenue and Expenditures on major accounts that was prepared 

by Councilman Hairston. 
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 Total revenue for 2013 was $8,642,433, total expenditures were $9,269,661 with 

encumbrances of $384,217, for a negative difference of $1,011,445. This does not 

include reserves. At the end of 2013, local investments in CDs totaled $5,292,976, a 

First Merit Money Market account with interest that was acquired but not moved and 

invested at $15,679, and $3,144,716 is invested with United Capital in Worthington. 

The checkbook balance is $1,583,945 and credit card sales are $1,368. These figures 

total $10,038,686. 

 The million dollar expenditure above revenue was taken from reserves. 

 Income Tax collected in 2013 was $4,640,439. 

 Marshall Park pavilions were rented 93 times in 2013 for $4,185. 

 The Community Room was rented 35 times in 2013 for $1,750. 

 The Ballfields brought in $1,000. 

 Interest earned on investments was $75,624. 

 The Recreation Department generated a total of $17,197 with the major contributors 

coming from Summer Rec at $7,926, $8,678 from the Craft Show, and $475 from the 

Swim Program. 

 The Occupancy Tax from the three local hotels charging 3% produced $101,491. This 

amount is split 50/50 between the General Fund and Economic Development. The 

Occupancy Tax, Income Tax, and Interest accounts are zeroed-out at the end of each 

month.   

 One-third of the Income Tax, $1,546,813, went directly toward the Safety Tax. 

 

Mr. Hairston said the Encumbrances are carried over into the 2014 Temporary Budget and will 

be discussed at the next Finance Committee meeting in preparation for the Permanent Budget. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre said they may want to look again at the Occupancy Tax because the funds 

originally went toward Economic Development for projects such as the Industrial Park. 

 

When Mr. Arnold asked if there was feedback on requiring landlords to provide tenant data, 

Mrs. Stoodt said notifications were sent and they are receiving information. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

 

Mr. Arnold said Ontario High School has two state ranked teams.  

 Basketball is now in Division II, instead of Division III, and ranked 10
th

. Friday night 

the team is playing Number 3 ranked Norwalk in the game of the week on WMFD. All 

of the community is encouraged to attend.  

 On Saturday, Ontario is hosting a Swim Team Invitational that is one of the larger ones 

in the region. The Recreation Director’s husband is one of the coaches. The boys’ team 

is undefeated this year. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-51 

 

(THIRD READING) AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A LICENSE TO BUCKEYE 

DEVELOPMENT GROUP LLC TO EXTEND A CITY EIGHT (8") INCH WATER 

LINE ALONG THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY OF LEXINGTON-SPRINGMILL 

ROAD TO SERVE ITS STUDENT APARTMENT COMPLEX AT ITS EXPENSE 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to table Ordinance No. 13-51 until more work based on the report is 

done. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the motion. Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 14-01 

 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENT OF THE CITY OF ONTARIO TO 

SELL PROPERTY NO LONGER NEEDED FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES 

THROUGH AN INTERNET AUCTION DURING CALENDAR YEAR 2014. 

 

Hearing no motion to suspend the rules, Mr. Gallo read Resolution No. 14-01 for the first time, 

by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-03 

 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING RULES OF COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF 

ONTARIO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
Hearing no motion to suspend the rules, Mr. Hairston read Ordinance No. 14-03 for the first 

time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 14-04 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO REIMBURSE EMERSON 

PROCESS MANAGEMENT THE TOTAL SUM OF $146,065.74 FOR 

WATER/SANITARY OVERBILLING, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to waive the 24-hour rule. Mrs. Webb seconded the motion. Seven 

members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to waive the 24-hour rule passed. 

 

Mr. Heston made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 14-04 on three separate days. Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. Four members cast their 

votes Aye, two Nay by Mr. Weidemyre and Mrs. Webb, one Abstain by Ms. Drake, and the 

motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Weidemyre read Ordinance No. 14-04 for the first 

time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Heston made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-04. Hearing no second, the motion to 

approve Ordinance No. 14-04 failed.    

 

At 7:55 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Arnold and a second by Mr. Gallo. At roll call, seven 

members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to adjourn passed. 

 

 

 

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                              Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

 

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 


