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Ontario City Council met in regular session on December 19, 2013, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Daniel Zeiter presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Paul 

Williams, Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, and 

Pamela Drake, Council President Daniel Zeiter, Mayor Larry Collins, Assistant Law Director 

Harry Welsh, Service-Safety Director Roger Heston, Deputy Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger and 

Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker. A number of interested employees and citizens were in the 

audience. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of December 6, 2013 were presented for approval. 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Arnold. At roll 

call, seven members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.   

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

 

Joe Cinadr, 2510 Fairway Crossing, was first to come before Council to thank everyone for 

their service to the City of Ontario and to let those leaving public service at the end of the year 

know their hard work was appreciated. When he was a member of Council not everyone agreed 

and that was okay. He wished them well in whatever they chose to do. 

 

Mark Arnold, 182 Lexington-Ontario Road, thanked Mr. Zeiter for bringing Ordinance No.  

13-38 (income tax) to the floor which has initiated a lot of public debate. When he was on 

Council they didn’t always agree but they respected each other’s opinion, could work through 

the issues, vote, and move on and that’s the type of relationship that needs to continue on this 

Council. Mr. Arnold thanked Mr. Zeiter for a very good job and his service to the city.  

Mr. Hairston has spent a great deal of time analyzing the numbers and that was greatly 

appreciated. Minutes from 2009 show the increase of the income tax (the removal of the 

reciprocity) and the safety tax were reviewed simultaneously. The choice was made by Council 

and Administration to submit a ¼% safety tax supported by the FOP but the attachment to 

meeting minutes of June 2009 shows the scratching out of the ¼% and changed to ½% when 

presented to the public. If the increase in the income tax would have happened first, the result 

of the safety tax would have been a lot closer or it would not have passed. The vote tonight 

allows the voters to take a breath in 2014 by anticipating to pay lower taxes to Ontario and 

allows more time to dig into the figures. Ordinance No. 13-50 on tonight’s agenda shows the 

city is still trying to see if everyone in the city is paying taxes. Mr. Arnold thanked Council for 

the public vote on this very important matter. 

 

Next to approach Council was Joe Boebel, 280 Meadowlark, to thank everyone for all they do. 

Going from 1% to the ½% was a good compromise. His house on Whitney had a buyer but the 

tax was the main reason they wouldn’t buy, so we are losing that tax base. It’s more than what 

you’ve seen and heard and the compromise was a good idea. 

 

Next to come forward was Dave Rehfeldt, 3479 Ridgestone Drive, thanking Mr. Zeiter for his 

work in getting them where they are tonight, Mr. Weidemyre for changing the percentage to 

½% because $900,000 would have been too much, and Mr. Hairston for his work in getting the 

real numbers. Mr. Rehfeldt recapped the taxpayers view from 2008 with no GM, a recession, 

and revenue going down so the way to fix it was to cut expenses and raise taxes. A ½% safety 

tax would probably be supported because people don’t want to deplete the police force and fire 

department. The other option was to raise the income tax ½% for those not paying into the city 

without them being able to vote. The effects of the tax weren’t known and they thought 

collections would raise $300,000. Withholding revenue from the safety tax stayed exactly the 

same, revenue went up $150,000. The city made $1 million off the residents working outside 

the city from 2009 to 2010 on the new tax base. That has continued for the past 3 years. 60% of 

the tax base withholding comes from people who don’t live in the city and the city is getting 

more than anybody else from the people who do live here, $400,000 addition to the budget and 

all of the money went into the savings account. There was $8 million in surplus in 2009 and 
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now there is $10 million despite $1.2 million was spent last year. The extra money wasn’t used 

for the budget, it was put in savings, so the people want it back since it isn’t being used. To be 

fair, we have an infrastructure that needs developed, the roads could be better, the EPA has 

made directives and we have to cover all that. It is like a bonus the city doesn’t want to give 

back and it needs given back because it hasn’t been used. The taxpayers who are paying twice 

shouldn’t have to pay twice to put it into a savings account. If the city needs the money it 

should be going into the budget and the savings should be going down but it is going up. We 

are the highest paid tax group in Richland County, other than Galion, we are the only other city 

paying 1%, Mansfield is paying less than us. The cities we compete against to get people to 

move here are only charging ½%: Bellville, Lexington, and Shelby.  

The amendment should be approved because all residents would be required to pay the extra 

½%. The revised tax situation would be fair. We are hearing the Industrial Park is starting to 

take off, and if you believe in yourselves, a year from now will transpire into new residents, 

new money, new taxes from the people involved and not penalizing current residents to pay for 

the past. You don’t need to continue to charge this group of tax payers for GM history, the 

taxpayers didn’t cause the problem and shouldn’t take the tax hit. Council and Administration 

were voted in to make it work, so prove it to the residents. We are the residents of Ontario who 

are unfairly taxed and hope you will do what is right and fair, and be responsible to them and 

overall to the city of Ontario. I appreciate you all. Thank you. 

 

Mr. Hairston responded, the surplus did go up but it was this year they spent from the surplus 

and budgeted $14 million. 

 

Ms. Drake said she abstained on her vote because she doesn’t like everything being thrown in 

at the last moment. They are all very concerned what happens to the city and they pay taxes. 

GM took care of the city for many years and notification was given in 2008. In 2011 she asked 

when there was going to be a reaction to the plant closure statement and was told by Finance 

there wasn’t any real time for reaction. GM continued with 2,000 people until November 2009. 

Whether the money was in the bank it was all part of the budget and every city has to budget, 

that’s the law. As a representative, Ms. Drake said she doesn’t like the tax and would like to see 

it go away but things need taken care of. There are a lot of wonderful things coming to Ontario 

and they are working very hard to make that happen but they are not done, they are looking at a 

year before Avita. Wonderful growth is coming. We have over $7 million in utility projects in 

this city that is a must, part are EPA Findings and Orders, and other things that are necessary to 

be completed. The worst thing you can do is to not be prepared for substantial growth. There 

are changes everywhere and they are working together and working hard. Ms. Drake said she 

does not like coming into a meeting not having the same facts as everyone else and then having 

to make a decision in one or two meetings. The facts need to be brought forward so a business 

decision can be made that moves the city in the right direction for a better future for everybody. 

Bellville is having problems, their streets are caving in and they are looking at cities like us to 

know what to do. Right now we can’t do this, we should designate the money toward one of the 

projects and fix it for the people. There is a problem with the water system that needs fixed but 

people don’t know there is a problem. We need a new system. People have a right to know 

what their tax dollars go toward. 

 

Mrs. Webb asked for clarification because Mr. Arnold said the ½% tax is under $200,000,  

Mr. Rehfeldt said it was $400,000, and at the last meeting they were told it was $450,000. What 

is the actual number this will take out of our budget? 

 Mr. Hairston responded, based on history the number is $450,000. Mr. Hairston said  

1/2 % has been forgiven. The 1% referenced in legislation is $900,000. 

 Mark Arnold said he was basing his number on forgiving ¼%. Mr. Weidemyre said the 

legislation is to forgive 1% and pay ½%. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Williams said this was his last Council meeting and he has enjoyed working with everyone 

and for the city. 
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Mr. Weidemyre announced an Economic Development Committee of the Whole meeting on 

January 16, 2014, at 5:15 p.m., to discuss TIFs which are a tremendous economic development 

tool. 

 Avita updated their plans for the former Lazarus building. Based on community 

feedback, the hat structure on the top of the building will remain. 

 

Mrs. Webb thanked all Council members for their hard work this past year and good luck to 

those who are leaving. The Personnel Committee met earlier in the week. Insurance agent Brian 

Thompson did not have numbers available for health insurance rates which were to have been 

overnighted on Tuesday but he still does not have any information from Medical Mutual.  

 

Ms. Drake said she appreciated everyone working together. They worked hard on a lot of items 

and she looks forward to that continuing. She did not receive any comments on the 

accreditation ordinance for civil emergencies so it is ready to move forward.  

 

Mr. Arnold, Mr. Gallo, and Mr. Hairston had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Collins said it has been his honor and privilege to serve as Mayor for the past four years 

and he looks forward moving to Council President. It has been a privilege to serve the citizens 

of this community. 

 

 

SERVICE SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Heston had no report. 

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Welsh reported the 2013 Mayor’s Court total number of cases in municipal court and the 

total number pending were slightly higher than in 2012.  

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

 

Mr. Weidemyre introduced Resolution No. 13-13, and then invited Mr. Zeiter to join him in 

front of the audience. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre read Resolution No. 13-13 for the first time, in its entirety: 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 13-13 

 

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO DANIEL J. ZEITER FOR HIS 

SERVICE OF TEN YEARS TO THE CITY OF ONTARIO, OHIO. 
 

 

 WHEREAS, Daniel Zeiter has faithfully served as a member of this Council for six 

years, and later as Council President for four years, and  

 

 WHEREAS, he is now leaving public service after a combined ten years of dedication 

to duty, hard work, honesty, and expertise in addressing the issues which came before this 

Council, and  

 

 WHEREAS, he helped Ontario evolve from Village to City status, he has contributed 

greatly to making Ontario a better community in which to live.  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF ONTARIO, STATE OF OHIO: 
 

 SECTION 1.  That this Council on behalf of all residents hereby expresses its deep 

appreciation and thanks to Daniel Zeiter on a job well done and wish him the best of luck in all 

his future endeavors. 

 

 SECTION 2.  That the Clerk of Council is hereby directed to provide a certified  

 copy of this Resolution to Daniel Zeiter. 

 

 SECTION 3.  That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after the 

earliest period allowed by law. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre presented Council President Daniel Zeiter with a gavel plaque. Mr. Zeiter 

expressed his appreciation in serving the residents of Ontario.  

 

  

At this time, Mr. Arnold introduced Resolution No. 13-12, and then invited Mr. Williams to 

join him in front of the audience. 

 

Mr. Arnold read Resolution No. 13-12 for the first time, in its entirety: 
 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 13-12 

 

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO PAUL WILLIAMS FOR HIS 

SERVICE OVER THE PAST SEVEN YEARS TO THE CITY OF 

ONTARIO, OHIO. 
 

 

 WHEREAS, Paul Williams has faithfully served as a member of this Council since 

October 19, 2006, and 

 

 WHEREAS, he is now leaving public service after seven years of dedication to duty, 

hard work and honesty in addressing the issues which came before this Council, and  

 

 WHEREAS, he has contributed greatly to making Ontario a better community in which 

to live.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF ONTARIO, STATE OF OHIO: 
 

 SECTION 1.  That this Council on behalf of all residents hereby expresses its deep 

appreciation and thanks to Paul Williams on a job well done and wish him the best of luck in 

all his future endeavors. 

 

 SECTION 2.  That the Clerk of Council is hereby directed to provide a certified  

 copy of this Resolution to Paul Williams. 

 

 SECTION 3.  That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after the 

earliest period allowed by law. 

 

Mr. Williams said it has been his pleasure to serve the citizens of Ontario. 
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CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-38 

 

(THIRD) AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 191.11 TAX CREDIT OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THIS CITY BY INCREASING THE CREDIT 

TOWARDS THE ONTARIO INCOME TAX FOR INCOME TAX PAID TO 

ANOTHER MUNICIPALITY UP TO A MAXIMUM OF ONE PERCENT (1%) 

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2014.     

 

Mr. Hairston read Ordinance No. 13-38 for the third time, by title only. Mr. Arnold second the 

motion.  

 Mr. Williams said he didn’t think everyone realizes the expenses coming up in the near 

future, it is millions of dollars. Water valves need replaced, water and sewer upgrades, 

roads, infrastructure and other projects that Ontario can’t afford this loss. It could be 

devastating to the future. Until the businesses come in and they are paying taxes there 

should not be a change.  

 Mr. Weidemyre said this does not take effect until January 1st so revenue will be noticed 

until the businesses come in. Only six months of Area on Aging will be noticed this year. 

 Mr. Hairston said the city won’t see the reduction until 2015 when the taxes are filed for 

2014. He didn’t like the way it happened and they may not see any hit at all if the 

perspective employment numbers are met but he is ready to take a chance on ½%. 

 Mr. Arnold said Council worked hard to reduce expenses and focused on economic 

development. The impact is in 2015 and there is a challenge to replace it but he feels 

they can do it. There is never a good time for the city to give back money because there 

is always a project to spend it on. This vote is a belief that this body can do the job to 

replace the money they are going to give back to the citizens through economic 

development. 

 Mrs. Webb said she agreed with Mr. Williams about this being done to soon because 

Calisolar was to come into town but never did. You just don’t know until construction 

begins or they are up and running. She suggested looking at this again in a year from 

now. There are projects not budgeted because they can’t afford to budget them. Friday 

Lane and Creston were delayed because they were reworking the water and sewer lines 

but that didn’t happen last year and it isn’t budgeted next year. There have been six 

water main breaks on Woodbine in 9 ½ years but it’s not budgeted to be fixed. This only 

touches the infrastructure. There is extra money in the carry over because the budget was 

cut and they are still catching up from that. The Engineer has prepared a five year plan. 

In a year if the businesses are up and running and there is revenue then look at what can 

be done but not based on projections. 

 Ms. Drake said the Millsboro loop is not in the budget because it wasn’t affordable and 

the force main at Tappan Park can’t go in until the loop goes in which is part of the 

Friday and Creston project. The SSO supports the EPA findings and they have to prove 

the flow was taken off. When is the flow study going to alleviate the pressure to 

guarantee the EPA findings and finish the project of the EQ basin to move on to the next 

step?  

 Mr. Hairston said the water and sewer funds are the source of revenue to pay for those 

projects, income tax can’t go toward them unless an ordinance is prepared moving 

money from the General Fund. There is a surplus to go toward some of the projects but a 

note would have to be taken out and payments made. 

 Mr. Zeiter said that he brought this legislation forward and has always been against the 

increase. Changing it would have no direct impact on him or his family but the city 

doesn’t need this money. He is fine with changing it from 1% to ½%, residents are glad 

to see some movement, and it won’t hurt the city. In a year, he encourages them to look 

at the other half and forgive it all.  

 

Hearing no other comments, four members cast their votes Aye, three Nays by Mr. Williams, 

Mrs. Webb, and Ms. Drake, and Ordinance No. 13-38 was adopted. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 13 – 47 

 

(SECOND READING) AN ORDINANCE NAMING THE NEW STREET WHICH IS 

TO BE CONSTRUCTED IN THE ONTARIO INDUSTRIAL PARK WEST, 

FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE BEER ROAD INDUSTRIAL PARK “URWIN 

PARKWAY”. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 13-47 on three separate days. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Weidemyre read 

Ordinance No. 13-47 for the second time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 13-47. Mr. Williams seconded the 

motion. Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and 

Ordinance No. 13-47 was adopted.   

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-49  

 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CODIFIED 

ORDINANCES ENTITLED CHAPTER 507, CIVIL EMERGENCIES. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 13-49 on three separate days. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mrs. Webb read Ordinance 

No. 13-49 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mrs. Webb made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 13-49. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. 

Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance 

No. 13-49 was adopted.   

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-50 

 

AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING THE OWNER OF EVERY PROPERTY WITHIN 

THIS CITY WHICH IS LEASED OR RENTED FOR RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES TO 

PROVIDE CERTAIN INFORMATION CONCERNING THE TENANT OR LESSEE 

TO THE CITY INCOME TAX ADMINISTRATOR AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 13-50 on three separate days. Mr. Williams seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Ms. Drake read Ordinance 

No. 13-50 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 13-50. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion.  

Mr. Hairston said he was not comfortable with the enforcement stated in this ordinance of 

charging someone for not getting the information.  Mr. Welsh said it was not charging them but 

making it a violation of the income tax ordinance. Several members felt the ordinance needed 

to have strength. Hearing no further discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, one Nay by 

Mr. Weidemyre, and Ordinance No. 13-50 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-51 

 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A LICENSE TO BUCKEYE DEVELOPMENT 

GROUP LLC TO EXTEND A CITY EIGHT (8") INCH WATER LINE ALONG THE 

PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY OF LEXINGTON-SPRINGMILL ROAD TO SERVE ITS 

STUDENT APARTMENT COMPLEX AT ITS EXPENSE AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 
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Hearing no motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No. 13-51 on three 

separate days, Mr. Williams read Ordinance No. 13-51 for the first time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-52 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 08-2 BY DELETING THE 

POSITION OF ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT AND ITS $50,000.00 BOND AND 

SUBSTITUTING A NEW POSITION OF SECRETARY, ESTABLISHING A BOND 

FOR THIS POSITION OF $35,000.00 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 13-52 on three separate days. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Arnold read Ordinance 

No. 13-52 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 13-52. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No.  

13-52 was adopted.   

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 13-12 

 

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO PAUL WILLIAMS FOR HIS SERVICE 

OVER THE PAST SEVEN YEARS TO THE CITY OF ONTARIO, OHIO.   

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution  

No. 13-12 on three separate days. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Gallo read Resolution 

No. 13-12 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 13-12. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Resolution No.  

13-12 was adopted.   

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 13-13 

 

A RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION TO DANIEL J. ZEITER FOR HIS SERVICE 

OF TEN YEARS TO THE CITY OF ONTARIO, OHIO.   

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution  

No. 13-13 on three separate days. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Weidemyre read 

Resolution No. 13-13 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 13-13. Mr. Hairston seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Resolution 

No. 13-13 was adopted.   

 

At 8:08 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Weidemyre and a second by Mr. Williams. At roll call, seven 

members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to adjourn passed. 

 

 

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                              Larry C. Collins, President of Council  

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  


