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Ontario City Council met in regular session on November 7, 2013, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Daniel Zeiter presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Paul 

Williams, Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, and 

Pamela Drake, Council President Daniel Zeiter, Mayor Larry Collins, Assistant Law Director 

Harry Welsh, Service-Safety Director Roger Heston, Recreation Director Janet VanCura, 

Deputy Auditor Mary Ann Hellinger and Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker. A number of 

interested employees and citizens were in the audience. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of October 17, 2013 were presented for approval as 

amended. Mr. Gallo made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by  

Mr. Hairston. At roll call, seven members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Mark Arnold, 182 Lexington-Ontario Road, asked Mr. Hairston for an update regarding the 

proposed legislation repealing the 2010 reciprocity agreement.  

 Mr. Hairston responded the Finance Committee discussed the ordinance and want to 

verify the amounts with the Income Tax Department. The 2012 revenue from the 1% 

tax was $997,000. Committee members didn’t feel they could do anything this year but 

would consider reviewing it again in future years, perhaps at ½ percent at a time. 

Mr. Arnold continued by saying there is confusion in the numbers and who supplies the 

amounts, the Treasurer or Auditor, because he heard the tax generated $300,000. 

 Mr. Hairston said his information came from the Income Tax Clerk. 

 

Mr. Arnold didn’t feel it was appropriate to leave the legislation in Committee, that it should be 

brought before Council for a vote so the residents are aware of the result. 

 

On another topic, Mr. Arnold asked if the vacant Jilly Junction sign, at least the plastic, could 

be removed because it blocks visibility to the west.  

 Mayor Collins said they would look into his request.  

 

 

RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mrs. VanCura provided the following information: 

 

Zumba is offered on Tuesday and Thursdays at Stingel Primary gym from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. The 

cost is $4 per class. There has been 25-30 people in attendance. 

 

Family Swims are on Monday evening beginning November through March at no charge. 

There were approximately 25 people last week. 

 

The 37
th

 Ontario Community Craft Show is on December 7
th

 at the Richland County 

Fairgrounds from 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. The Ontario High School Industrial Arts class and the 

Art Department will participate with the 100 crafters. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Williams reported the unveiling of the Doris Carr Park sign was held earlier this evening. 

 

Mr. Hairston said the Finance Committee met several times preparing the 2014 temporary 

appropriations that appears on this evening’s Agenda.  
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Mr. Hairston made a motion to return Ordinance No. 13-38 to the agenda for the next Council 

meeting. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. Hearing no discussion, seven members voted Aye, 

zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre said a VIP celebration will be held on November 18
th 

at 11:00 a.m. with Avita 

Health System, celebrating their plans for turning the empty Lazarus building into a medical 

facility. 

 

Mrs. Webb said the Personnel Committee discussed Ordinance 13-20, wages and salaries for 

non-collective bargaining employees. Changes were made and appear on tonight’s agenda. 

 

When Ms. Drake asked Mr. Heston if he was sending the reports she requested, he replied the 

information was in the minutes. 

 

Mr. Arnold and Mr. Gallo had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Collins provided the Mayor’s Court report. In October $2,280 was collected in past due 

fines, $26,678.30 in current fines, for a total of $28,958.30; 181 tickets were issued. The past 

due fines collected since 2010 is $408,538.57. 

 

The October Zoning Report shows eight residential permits, two commercial permits, two sign 

permits and one demolition, for fees of $605.01 and a valuation of $571,500. 

 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Heston addressed the following: 

 

Mabee Road Water Tower. Bids will go out once a funding source is identified. An estimate for 

a glass lined tank is being prepared. 

 

Beer Road Industrial Park. The survey has begun and the Engineer is working on the covenants 

to better define low impact development and acceptable plans and designs to preserve the wet- 

lands. Negotiations on engineering fees are under way but if there is not an agreement the next 

highest rated engineering firm will be selected. The covenants can’t be completed until there is 

a name for the development and the street. In the absence of any recommendations the name 

will remain the Beer Road Industrial Park. 

 

I/I Phase 3. The sewer pipes are currently being lined and should be finished this month. 

 

EQ Basin. Gateway, the company installing the tank, has been slow to respond at times and the 

project is no longer ahead of schedule but remains on schedule. The tank foundation has been 

started. The issue of tracking mud on the highway has been resolved. 

 

Park Avenue Speed Limit. All signs are up and the project is finished. 

 

Bridge Inspections. Originally scheduled for October/November are now scheduled for 

November and should be done by the end of the month. 

 

Lexington-Springmill Corridor Study. ODOT has agreed to pay for the changes they 

recommended, including a new signal head at W. 4
th

 Street/Lex-Springmill. The Police 

Department will provide traffic control during the installation process. 
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Mr. Heston responded to comments: 

 Mr. Williams said there were two houses on Sloboda that were affected by the relining 

of the sewer lines. He encouraged informing residents to run water down their drains 

otherwise the odor fills the house. He said the technology used in the relining process 

was unique. 

 The thermoplastic at the Walker Lake Road intersection faded and lost the reflectivity 

so it will be heated, which causes a better adhesive than if applied directly onto the 

pavement, then new thermoplastic will be applied. The painter made the suggestion for 

the overlay to the Engineer. 

 Mr. Gallo said the recommendations were for overhead signage and approaching lanes 

so the striping didn’t affect any recommendations from the report. 

 Mrs. Webb said there have now been six water line breaks in the nine years she has 

lived on Woodbine Drive and asked that it be added to the Engineer’s prioritization list. 

 Mr. Welsh said the Beer Road covenants will be blended into one ordinance naming the 

industrial park, adopting the covenants, and including the survey.   

 Mr. Weidemyre said one name suggested for the roadway is the Robert Urwin Parkway; 

he was the mayor who brought all of the retail to the city. 

 Mr. Heston said the survey should be completed in a few days. Mr. Weidemyre said he 

needs the legal description for the property. 

 Mr. Williams said he was stopped in the straight lane at the traffic light going north on 

Lex-Springmill Road at Walker Lake Road and as the light on the left changed for the 

double turn lanes the vehicle in front of him went through the intersection against a red 

light. He said the lights are very close together and asked if a shield could be installed to 

reduce the confusion. Mr. Heston said he would check on a directional lens. 

 Ms. Drake asked Mr. Heston if he received the cost estimate for the Millsboro Loop or 

if he submitted the PTI. Mr. Heston said he has not received the estimate but that 

project extending the water lines to increase the water pressure at Sugar Maple Lane 

area has been rescheduled for next year. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre scheduled an Economic Development Committee meeting on November 21, 

2013, at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Mr. Arnold announced a Streets Committee meeting on November 21, 2013 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Welsh had no report. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

 

Mr. Zeiter presented a liquor permit transfer request from the Ohio Board of Liquor Control for 

7 Eleven, 3636 Park Avenue West, to Ontario Marathon, same address. Council members did 

not request a hearing for the liquor permit transfer. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 13-10 

 

A RESOLUTION RENAMING THE CITY MUNICIPAL BUILDING AT 555 STUMBO 

ROAD AS THE “ONTARIO CHARLES K. AND CHARLOTTE M. HELLINGER 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING.” 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution No. 13-10 

on three separate days. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Seven members cast their votes Aye, 

zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Hairston read Resolution No. 13-10 

for the first time, by title only. 
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Mr. Hairston made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 13-10. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the 

motion. Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and 

Resolution No. 13-10 was adopted.   

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 13–11 

 

A RESOLUTION NAMING THE NEWLY CONSTRUCTED BAND SHELL AT 

MARSHALL PARK IN HONOR OF THE MEMORY OF DEBBIE KOHLER. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution 

No. 13-11 on three separate days. Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Weidemyre read 

Resolution No. 13-11 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 13-11. Mr. Arnold seconded the 

motion. Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and 

Resolution No. 13-11 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13–42 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 10-40 BY ADDING A LATE 

PAYMENT FEE OF FIFTY DOLLARS ($50.00) A MONTH TO EACH FALSE 

ALARM RESPONSE FEE NOT PAID WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS OF THE DATE OF 

THE INVOICE. 

 

Hearing no motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No. 13-42 on three 

separate days, Mrs. Webb read Ordinance No. 13-42 for the first time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-43 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR 

CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES TO THE CITY OF ONTARIO, 

OHIO FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2014 AND EXPIRING 

DECEMBER 31,2014. 

 
Ms. Drake made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance No. 13-43 on 

three separate days. Hearing no no second, Ms. Drake read Ordinance No. 13-43 for the first 

time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-44 

  

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING WAGES AND SALARIES FOR NON-

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING UNIT EMPLOYEES OF THIS CITY, REPEALING 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-20 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to waive the 24-hour rule on Ordinance No. 13-44. Mr. Arnold 

seconded the motion. Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 13-44 on three separate days. Ms. Webb seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Williams read Ordinance 

No. 13-44 for the first time, by title only. 
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Mr. Williams made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 13-44. Mrs. Webb seconded the motion. 

Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance 

No. 13-44 was adopted.   

 

At 7:41 p.m., Mr. Williams made a motion to enter into executive session per O.R.C. 121.22 (G) 

(4), preparing for, conducting, or reviewing negotiations or bargaining sessions. Mr. Gallo 

seconded the motion. At roll call, seven members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.  

Mr. Arnold left the meeting at this time. 

 

At 8:25 p.m., Mr. Williams made a motion to reconvene into regular session.  

Ms. Drake seconded the motion. At roll call, six members voted Aye, zero Nay, 

and the motion passed. 

 

At 8:26 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Weidemyre and a second by Mr. Gallo. At roll call, six 

members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to adjourn passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                              Daniel J. Zeiter, President of Council  

 

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  


