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Ontario City Council met in regular session on October 17, 2013, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Daniel Zeiter presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Paul 

Williams, Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, and 

Pamela Drake, Council President Daniel Zeiter, Mayor Larry Collins, Assistant Law Director 

Harry Welsh, Service-Safety Director Roger Heston, Auditor Dave Metzger, Deputy Auditor 

Mary Ann Hellinger and Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker. A number of interested employees 

and citizens were in the audience. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of October 3, 2013 were presented for approval as 

amended. Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by  

Mr. Hairston. At roll call, seven members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Dwana Patton, CEO of Area Agency on Aging, came forward to explain the senior services 

renewal levy on the November ballot. The Area Agency and partners at Hawkins Corner are 

thrilled to be in this community and thanked everyone for their support as they worked on that 

project. The 1 mill levy is a 5 year renewal that costs 9 cents a day for a home value of 

$100,000. This benefits not only the seniors but their families and providers so the seniors can 

remain independent in their home. The Area Agency uses this levy to purchase services from 

local businesses and organizations in Richland County. The levy allows them $600,000 in 

federal funds that go back into the community to provide these services and allows them to 

serve more individuals by keeping them off waiting lists. The levy did not fund the renovations 

of Hawkins Corner and will not provide any overhead for the building. 94% of the levy goes 

toward purchasing services and support for seniors. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Williams reported on the Parks Committee meeting held earlier this evening. 

 Committee members voted unanimously to rename the municipal building to include 

the name of Charlotte Hellinger for her 25 years of service on Council. A memorial 

bench, purchased with private funds, will be placed at Sunset Park. 

 Committee members voted unanimously to name the new band shell at Marshall Park in 

honor of Debbie Kohler who served on the Recreation Board for thirty years. 

 

Mr. Arnold referred to the comprehensive handout prepared by Mr. Gallo documenting the 

safety concerns at the Walker Lake/Lex-Springmill intersection that were discussed during the 

last Streets Committee meeting. 

 Mr. Heston will share the informational packet with the Engineer, then a follow up 

Streets Committee will be scheduled. 

 

Mr. Hairston said the Finance Committee had their first meeting regarding the 2014 budget. He 

received the additional information that was requested and scheduled the next meeting on 

October 8, 2013 at 4:30 p.m.  

 

Mr. Weidemyre distributed the proposed covenants for the Industrial Park and the option 

agreement for Council members to review. These will be discussed at an Economic 

Development Committee meeting on October 17, 2013, at 5:45 p.m. 

 The legal description is still needed for the Purchase and Sales Agreement so it can be 

mailed. Mr. Heston said he has a general description prepared by the Engineer and will 

make it available tomorrow. The detailed legal description can’t be written until the 

survey is completed which will be after the crop is harvested from the property. 

 The purchase of the vacant Lazarus building is moving forward and more details should 

be available at the next Council meeting. 

 The support company interested in purchasing a parcel in the Industrial Park is still 

moving forward. 
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Mr. Weidemyre said emails to him from the perspective buyers of the Lazarus building 

bounced back as spam and weren’t received. Mr. Heston will look into the problem. 

 Data services does not go out for bid. 

 

Mrs. Webb called a Personnel Committee meeting on October 7, 2013, at 9:00 a.m. to discuss 

Ordinance No. 13-39. 

 

Ms. Drake reported on the Safety Committee meeting where the accreditation service 

procedures and a camera upgrade and security system for the Police Department were 

discussed.  

 An up-to-date cost estimate is needed in order to consider the purchase of a generator 

that could run the municipal building in the case of emergency. This expenditure was 

previously approved but when General Motors closed this was held as a cost saving 

measure. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Collins provided the Mayor’s Court report. In September $1,622 was collected in past 

due fines, $17,173 in current fines, for a total of $18,795; 135 tickets were issued. 

 

A handout from RCDG was distributed promoting nationally known speaker, Edward Gordon, 

who will be at the Renaissance Theater on October 9
th

 at 7:00 p.m., to talk about: Future Jobs – 

The Employment and Skills Crisis”.  

 

The All American Ambulate Service owns property adjacent to city property on Beer Road. 

The city has a 205ʹ frontage and their frontage is 100ʹ.  They are requesting any amount of land 

the city could offer from their recently purchased parcel which would ten allow them the ability 

to expand their parking and business. The Engineer felt frontage on the north side of the 

property from the entrance on Beer Road would be feasible. 

 This request will be discussed further at the next Economic Development Committee 

meeting. 

 

Mayor Collins will be meeting next week with the COO involved with the Lazarus building 

purchase. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre said he was told by someone trying to call the city building that no one 

answered the phone and the voicemail box was full so a message could not be left. Mayor 

Collins said the Water Clerk currently answers the phone and is backed up by the Clerk of 

Court and Income Tax Clerk. Occasionally, calls go to the automated call tree. 

 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Heston addressed the following: 

 

 October is breast cancer awareness month and he encouraged everyone to get as 

involved as possible. 

 A non-legal description was received today for the Beer Road Industrial Park contract. 

The survey is ordered and will be done in a couple of weeks when the crop is removed 

from the field. The cost of the survey is $10,500. 

 In order to be compliant with EPA regulations, we will request a low ecological impact 

style development from the developers. 

 Specifications are currently be written for the 2014 bidding of gas, diesel fuel, 

pavement markings, water treatment salt, and salt. These should bid mid-October. 

 This year Ontario co-opted with Richland County for road salt at $38.04 per ton. 

 The contract for the I/I Phase 3 project was awarded to Lake County Sewer. The pre-

construction meeting was moved up a week to September 26
th

 because of being ahead 

of schedule. Construction will begin on October 7th.  
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 The I/I Phase 4 project, Elizabeth Avenue Lift Station Rehab, should be designed in 

2014. Requests for Qualifications (RFQ) will be sent out this fall or winter. 

 We are coordinating with Columbia Gas to obtain a permit for the EQ basin. This 

project is ahead of schedule. 

 The Friday Lane/Creston water line replacement permit to install (PTI) should be 

submitted shortly by the consulting engineers. This project may not go forward this year 

due to the timing on the pavement and being able to get it completed. 

 ODOT has already approved the speed limit change for Park Avenue West and the signs 

have been ordered. An additional sign is needed near the St. Rt. 309 intersection to 

replace a 50 mph sign to a Reduce Speed Ahead sign. ODOT has advised the sign near 

Rudy Road needs moved.  

 A loan for the full amount for the Water Meter Reading System Replacement project 

might be available through the Ohio Water Development Authority (OWDA) for up to 

30 years and possibly as low as 4%, but that could change from month to month. The 

117 pages of bid specs were completed today. The advertisement and bidding dates 

need set and then the ads will be placed. 

 The Tappan Park Lift Station and Sewer Force Main is a large project. Gorman Rupp is 

finalizing the lift station plans which will soon be ready for review. This project needs 

to go forward in 2014 to comply with EPA mandates. This will take place of the 

continuous sanitary main rehab and replacement program that was mandated in the 

Findings and Orders. The overall project cost is approximately $800,000 but it will save 

$100,000 in regular maintenance expenses. This amount was requested in the 2014 

budget. 

 Shoulder and pothole repairs will continue as long as the 2013 paving funds are 

available. 

 Bridge inspection posting limits have been received and the inspections are scheduled 

for October and November. This is contracted due to the special qualifications needed. 

 The Lex-Springmill Corridor Safety Study was completed and District 3 is waiting on 

an estimate from the firm providing the study which will determine if ODOT will pay 

for the recommended changes.  

 W. 4
th

 Street paving is estimated at $600,000 for the city’s share in the 2014 project. 

The appropriated money from this year’s budget will pay for the design, estimated at 

$158,000, but this is not part of the $600,000.  

 More than 90% of crack-sealing is completed. A few streets were added by the 

Engineer but they will be completed as manpower allows. 

 Richland County Planning Commission advised there may be federal funding available 

for the repaving of Lex-Springmill in fiscal year 2016 which could be either the last half 

of 2015 or the first half of 2016. At that time the extension of the right-turn lane at  

W. 4
th

/Lex-Springmill could possibly be incorporated into this project. The Engineer is 

looking at streets east of Lex-Springmill for paving. 

 The amount of remaining farmland that would be available for lease will be reviewed 

once the land needed for the EQ basin and Industrial Park are determined. The amount 

is estimated at 25 acres. 

 The Engineer was unable to find a good solution to the Pearl Street storm water 

situation. Most of it is the individual homeowner’s problem but alternatives will be 

reviewed and recommendations will be made in a month. 

 Retention basins were inspected this week and letters of violation are being prepared. 

 

Mr. Heston said he will be providing these updates at each meeting and asked that questions are 

directed to him instead of the Engineer. 

 

Mr. Heston responded to questions: 

 The Mabee Road water tower project needs done but he doesn’t know where the money 

will come from. The estimate for the maintenance was provided by an outside company. 

Per Council’s request, this project will be bid to use as an analysis for funding the 

proposed maintenance or purchasing a new tank. 

 Altering the speed limit signs on Park Avenue West will cost less than $350. 

 The legal description for the Purchase and Sales Agreement will be available tomorrow. 
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 The Water Meter Reading System will be advertised for 2 – 3 weeks before receiving 

the bids. The date to do this has not been decided.  

 Mr. Heston will research and get back with Mr. Zeiter if the Mabee Road Water Tower 

was already advertised. 

 The $10,500 survey estimate is for the entire Industrial Park and not just the 22 acres. 

 Mr. Heston will look into providing Council with a chart listing the status of projects 

and costs. 

 

The question was raised why the $800,000 Tappan Park project was being included when it 

was not part of the Findings and Orders. 

 Ms. Drake said although the Findings and Orders doesn’t specify Tappan Road 

specifically, item number 10 states the EPA accepted the plan and Tappan Road was 

part of the SSO Comprehensive Plan. Tappan Road is a major factor in the Rock Road 

EQ basin project. 

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Welsh had no report. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 13-07 

 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE OFFICIAL INTENT AND REASONABLE 

EXPECTATION OF THE CITY OF ONTARIO ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF 

OHIO (THE BORROWER) TO REIMBURSE ITS GENERAL FUND FOR THE 

ABOVE-GROUND EQUALIZATION TANK WITH DOME COVER, LOAN PROJECT 

NUMBER CP35Q, WITH THE PROCEEDS OF TAX EXEMPT DEBT OF THE STATE 

OF OHIO. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution 

No. 13-07 on three separate days. Mrs. Webb seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Hairston read Resolution 

No. 13-07 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Hairston made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 13-07. Mr. Williams seconded the 

motion. Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and 

Resolution No. 13-07 was adopted.   

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 13–08 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE RICHLAND COUNTY SOLID WASTE 

MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE 2013 ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE RICHLAND COUNTY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution No. 13-08 

on three separate days. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion. Seven members cast their votes Aye, 

zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Weidemyre read Resolution No.  

13-08 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 13-08. Ms. Drake seconded the 

motion. Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and 

Resolution No. 13-08 was adopted.   
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ORDINANCE NO. 13-38 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 191.11 TAX CREDIT OF THE CODIFIED 

ORDINANCES OF THIS CITY BY INCREASING THE CREDIT TOWARDS THE 

ONTARIO INCOME TAX FOR INCOME TAX PAID TO ANOTHER MUNICIPALITY 

UP TO A MAXIMUM OF ONE AND ONE-HALF PERCENT (1½%) EFFECTIVE 

JANUARY 1, 2014. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to send Ordinance No. 13-38 to the Finance Committee for 

review. Mr. Williams seconded the motion. Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-39 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE COMPENSATION FOR THE OFFICE OF 

MAYOR OF THIS CITY EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2014. 

 

Mrs. Webb made a motion to send Ordinance No. 13-39 to the Personnel Committee for 

review. Mr. Williams seconded the motion. Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-40 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE POLICY OF 

THIS CITY IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH CHANGES IN THE FAMILY AND 

MEDICAL LEAVE ACT AMENDMENTS, 29 USC 2601 ET SEQ., ADOPTED ON 

FEBRUARY 15, 2012, WHICH EXTENDED ITS COVERAGE TO CERTAIN 

QUALIFYING EXIGENCY ENTITLEMENTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 

FORCES AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance    

No. 13-40 on three separate days. Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Williams read Ordinance 

No. 13-40 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 13-40. Ms. Drake seconded the motion.  

Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance 

No. 13-40 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-41 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT OF SEVENTY (70) 

MILES PER HOUR ON RURAL FREEWAYS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance    

No. 13-41 on three separate days. Mr. Williams seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Arnold read Ordinance 

No. 13-41 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 13-41. Mr. Williams seconded the motion.  

Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance 

No. 13-41 was adopted.   

 

At 8:10 p.m., Mr. Williams made a motion to enter into executive session per O.R.C. 121.22 (G) 

(4), preparing for, conducting, or reviewing negotiations or bargaining sessions. Ms. Drake 

seconded the motion. At roll call, seven members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

Mr. Welsh invited Mayor Collins, Mr. Heston, and Chief Smith into executive session. 
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At 9:02 p.m., Mr. Williams made a motion to reconvene into regular session.  

Mr. Hairston seconded the motion. At roll call, seven members voted Aye, zero 

Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

At 9:03 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Weidemyre and a second by Mr. Williams. At roll call, seven 

members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to adjourn passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                              Daniel J. Zeiter, President of Council  

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  


