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Ontario City Council met in regular session on September 19, 2013, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Daniel Zeiter presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

   

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Paul 

Williams, Larry Arnold, Eddie Gallo, Jim Hairston, Mark Weidemyre, Michele Webb, and 

Pamela Drake, Council President Daniel Zeiter, Mayor Larry Collins, Assistant Law Director 

Harry Welsh, Service-Safety Director Roger Heston, Auditor Dave Metzger and Clerk of 

Council Cathy VanAuker. A number of interested employees and citizens were in the audience. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of September 5, 2013 were presented for approval.  

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to approve the minutes with a second by Mr. Hairston. At roll 

call, seven members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

President Zeiter requested a moment of silence in memory of the recent passing of 25 year 

Council member Charlotte Hellinger. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Carl Hunnell, supervisor of Public Relations, came forward representing Richland County 

Children Services to explain the levy on the upcoming ballot that would cost the owner of a 

$100,000 home $35 per year. This local funding would generate $1.9 million which would give 

them leverage to receive $1.3 million from the federal government. Richland County Children 

Services has roots back to 1883 and is one of the few stand-alone agencies in the state that 

takes care of children’s welfare. Information pamphlets were distributed. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Williams scheduled a Parks Committee of the Whole meeting on October 3, 2013 at  

5:45 p.m. 

 

Mr. Arnold reported on the Streets Committee meeting held yesterday at the corner of Lex-

Springmill and Walker Lake Road to observe the safety concerns of that intersection. There 

were multiple issues causing confusion for drivers. Motions were made to bring two items 

before Council: (1) the need for a traffic study with requests for qualifications to evaluate the 

proposed list prepared by Mr. Gallo and Ms. Drake, and (2) evaluate the feasibility and cost of 

installing a crosswalk at Lex-Springmill and St. Rt. 309. 

 Crack sealing was placed over the striping on newly paved roads. 

 Some asphalt companies use reground shavings in their mix which reduces the life of 

the pavement. The suggestion was made to include the type of asphalt mix, such as 

virgin asphalt, in the paving specifications. 

 The white solid lane marker turning east onto Walker Lake Road doesn’t end until the 

drive into Gordon Foods and Panera Bread. 

 Ms. Drake said improved signage would alert drivers at this confusing and dangerous 

intersection. Placing signs near Panera Bread would inform motorist of the upcoming 

lane configuration. 

 The existing metal poles aren’t sturdy enough to hold directional signs. 

 Mrs. Webb said the Streets Committee doesn’t have a summary from the traffic study 

that was prepared at this location so they aren’t able to plan for the future. Mr. Heston 

responded, the ODOT study states the city can’t make any changes until ODOT makes 

their final decision and implements their program, but since then the state ran short of 

money and they are reducing their programs. ODOT felt retiming the traffic lights 

would be sufficient so they sent two companies to inspect the traffic flow; ODOT was 

to pay for the light timing change but that has not come through. 

 Mr. Arnold said projects have been delayed, such as the right turn onto Lex-Sprigmill 

from W. 4
th

 Street because of waiting for the corridor study. 
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 If there are answers in the report they don’t want to pay for another study when those 

would be funded by ODOT.  

 The list of concerns compiled by Mr. Gallo and Ms. Drake will be submitted to the City 

Engineer to determine if she can work on the items or if outside engineering would need 

contracted. 

 

Mr. Hairston scheduled a Finance Committee meeting for September 25, 2013 at 4:30 p.m. to 

begin discussing the 2014 budget. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre reported on the Economic Development Committee meeting held earlier this 

evening.  

 Discussion took place on the Purchase and Sale Agreement for 22 acres in the 

Industrial Park and the possibility of implementing covenants.  

 There is potentially another business interested in purchasing 3-5 acres in the Industrial 

Park. 

 Until the layout for the Industrial Park entrance and roadway are determined there will 

not be a decision made on a request from the company wanting to obtain a portion of a 

city parcel purchased over a year ago in the Industrial Park. 

 

Ms. Drake announced a Safety Committee meeting on September 25, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. to 

discuss the Chief’s request for Capital Improvement purchases such as cameras and a computer 

server. 

 

Ms. Drake reported on the current projects and distributed copies of the Utilities Committee 

Report prepared by the City Engineer. The report is attached.  

 Attorney Welsh said if the water line for the OSU project is being extended from the 

Bell Store the city would ultimately receive ownership of the line because it would be in 

the city’s right-of-way. Therefore, legislation granting permission to install the water 

line in the right-of-way would be necessary. 

 

Mr. Gallo and Mrs. Webb had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Collins had no report. 

 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Heston addressed the following: 

 

 A new farmland rental price almost double the current rate was negotiated. Due to the 

development on the farmland for the EQ basin and the proposed work at the Industrial 

Park, there won’t be much remaining farmland. The O.R.C. does require a bidding 

process and awarding to the highest bidder. 

 

 Committee Chairmen were asked to try and schedule meetings during the day when 

employees are more available. 

 

 Council was requested to reconsider an alternative compensation for employees who 

turn 65 and lose their HSA funding after signing up for Social Security. 

 

Mr. Welsh said once the amount of remaining farmland was determined they could move 

forward but right now they can’t offer to rent the land when they don’t know what is available. 

 The farmer would want a multi-year commitment on the land since he would be 

fertilizing and preparing the land for crops. 
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Mr. Heston responded to questions:  

 The money to stripe Park Avenue was part of the paving project. Next year the plan was 

to use thermo plastic on Lex-Springmill at Walker Lake because it would be more 

durable than paint. 

 The $19,100 paid to Oyster Paving was for berm and spot repair. The Engineer looked 

at the streets and determined what needed done. 

 The Engineer would like to complete the Creston Road water line this year but it was 

uncertain if it would get done.  

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Welsh had no report. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13 – 33   

 

(SECOND READING) AN ORDINANCE DETERMINING THAT THE RESULTS 

OF A SPEED LIMIT STUDY ON PARTS OF PARK AVENUE WEST JUSTIFY A 

REDUCTION OF THE CURRENT SPEED LIMIT AND REQUESTING THAT THE 

DIRECTOR OF THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOWER THE 

SPEED LIMIT TO FORTY-FIVE (45) MILES PER HOUR ON THE HEREINAFTER 

DESCRIBED PORTIONS OF PARK AVENUE WEST. 

 

Mrs. Webb made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance    

No. 13-33 on three separate days. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mrs. Webb read Ordinance 

No. 13-33 for the second time, by title only. 

 

Mrs. Webb made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 13-33. Ms. Drake seconded the motion.  

Ms. Webb reiterated Council was informed the cost to change the speed limit signs was 

between $350 -$500. Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero 

Nay, and Ordinance No. 13-33 was adopted.   

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 13 – 06 

 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED 

BY THE BUDGET COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX 

LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution No. 13-06 

on three separate days. Mr. Williams seconded the motion. Seven members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Ms. Drake read Resolution No.  

13-06 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 13-06. Mr. Harriston seconded the motion.  

Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Resolution 

No. 13-06 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13 – 35 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE POLICY OF THIS CITY TO LIMIT 

REFUNDS OF OVERPAYMENTS OF WATER OR SANITARY SEWER CHARGES 

TO THOSE PRESENTED TO THE CITY WITHIN FIVE YEARS OF THE DATE 

THAT THE CHARGES WERE INITIALLY BILLED. 
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Mr. Arnold made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance    

No. 13-35 on three separate days. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the motion. Seven members cast 

their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Williams read 

Ordinance No. 13-35 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 13-35. Mr. Gallo seconded the motion.  

Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance 

No. 13-35 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-36 

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A VIDEO SERVICE PROVIDER FEE TO BE 

PAID BY ANY VIDEO SERVICE PROVIDER OFFERING VIDEO SERVICE IN 

THE CITY; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO GIVE NOTICE TO THE VIDEO 

SERVICE PROVIDER OF THE VIDEO SERVICE PROVIDER FEE; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Ms. Drake made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance    

No. 13-36 on three separate days. Mr. Williams seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Arnold read Ordinance 

No. 13-36 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 13-36. Mr. Harriston seconded the motion.  

Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance 

No. 13-36 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 13-37 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A PURCHASE AND 

SALES AGREEMENT WITH JDC PROPERTY GROUP, LLC FOR THE SALE OF 

APPROXIMATELY 22.1 ACRES OF REAL ESTATE AT SEVEN THOUSAND 

FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($7,500.00) AN ACRE, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 
Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance    

No. 13-37 on three separate days. Ms. Drake seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Gallo read Ordinance No. 

13-37 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 13-37. Ms. Drake seconded the motion.  

Hearing no further discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance 

No. 13-37 was adopted.   

 

At 8:10 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Williams and a second by Mr. Weidemyre. At roll call, seven 

members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to adjourn passed. 

 

 

 

 

                                        _________________________________ 

                              Daniel J. Zeiter, President of Council  

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Cathy VanAuker, Clerk of Council  


