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Ontario City Council met in regular session on April 7, 2011, in the City Offices, with Council 

President Daniel Zeiter presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:10 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Paul 

Williams, Larry Arnold, Charlotte Hellinger, Leon Blackwell, Mark Weidemyre, Barry Lewis, 

Mr. Zeiter, Mayor Larry Collins, Law Director Allan Sowash, Service-Safety Director Roger 

Heston, Director of Engineering Jerrod Swinehart, Street Supervisor Paul Gleisinger, and Clerk 

of Council Cathy VanAuker. Also in attendance were a number of interested employees and 

citizens. 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to excuse Mr. Cinadr from this evening’s meeting. Mr. Arnold 

seconded the motion. At roll call, five members voted Aye, one Nay by Mr. Lewis, and the 

motion passed. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of March 17, 2011 were presented for approval.  

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to approve the minutes and Mr. Blackwell seconded the 

motion. At roll call, six members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to approve the minutes 

passed. 

 

 

Early Childhood Awareness Month 

 

Mark Stock, 941 Red Oak Trail, came forward to receive a Proclamation for Early Childhood 

Awareness Month. Mayor Collins read the following: 

 

The SPARC Council (North Central Ohio P16 Council), early childhood providers, all school 

districts and other local organizations in the area are observing the Week of the Young Child, 

International Children’s Book Day, National Child Abuse Prevention Month, and National 

Autism Awareness Month during the month of April, 2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, these organizations are working to improve early learning opportunities, including 

early literacy programs, that provide a foundation of learning for children in the City of 

Ontario, Ohio; and 

 

WHEREAS, quality early learning and childhood development play a major role in a child’s 

future success in school and in life; and 

 

WHEREAS, teachers, child care providers, and others who make a difference in the lives of 

young children in Ontario deserve recognition and thanks for their work and effort; and 

 

WHEREAS, public policies that support early learning for all young children are crucial to the 

vitality of the City of Ontario and the quality of life for young children; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, I, Larry Collins, Mayor, do hereby proclaim April 2011,  

as Early Childhood Awareness Month in Ontario, Ohio, and encourage all citizens to make 

children a priority and invest in early childhood for the future of the City of Ontario. 

 

                                                                   IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

           set my hand and caused the Seal of the City 

           of Ontario to be affixed this 7
th

 day of April, 

           in the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Eleven. 

 

           Larry C. Collins, Mayor  
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PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Mr. Zeiter opened the floor for the Public Commentary portion of the meeting. 

 

Robert Danals came before Council to speak on the interest forgiveness for the new retroactive 

tax implemented last year, but noted his questions were answered when it was addressed earlier 

in the evening. He thanked Council for allowing an interest and penalty free payment plan.  

Mr. Danals also thanked Mr. Weidemyre for being the public image in his attempt to bring in a 

new business to the area which will benefit everyone. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Williams reported on the Safety Committee meeting when they discussed hunting 

regulations for turkey and geese within the City limits. The results are included in legislation on 

tonight’s Agenda. Police radio mandates were also discussed and how it will affect the budget. 

Replacement of Street and Water Department radios must also be included.  

 

Mr. Arnold said he will make available the complied priority list for street repairs.  

The Park Avenue paving is not acceptable with the many cracks and chunks of pavement which 

may be due to not replacing the base. ODOT contracted the paving company. 

 

Mr. Blackwell scheduled a Personnel Committee of the Whole meeting on April 14, 2011 at 

3:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre reported the Economic Development Committee discussed moving forward 

with the development of the Industrial Park on Beer Road. The Engineer was instructed to 

obtain cost estimates for a three phase development. Attorney Steve Grassbaugh attended to 

explain financing options. The County has donated a small parcel of land located within the 

Industrial Park to the City. 

 

Mr. Lewis scheduled a Parks Committee of the Whole meeting on April 21, 2011 at 4:45 p.m., 

prior to the Finance Committee meeting at 5:15 p.m. 

 

Mrs. Hellinger and Mr. Lewis had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Collins said three residential permits, one commercial, and three sign permits were 

issued in March for total fees of $345; one $265,000 house is being built. 

 

Mayor’s Court received $15,296 in past due collections and $15,485 in current collections for a 

total of $30,791. 

 

The next Neighborhood Watch will take place on April 26, 2011, at 6:00 p.m. at Elmcroft for 

Wards 1 and 2. 

 

Ontario has been award Tree City status for the sixth consecutive year. Arbor Day Celebration 

will be April 27
th

 at 2:00 p.m., at the Marshall Park Playscape with a rain date of April 29
th

. 

 

Mayor Collins read a Proclamation while attending the National Public Health Week breakfast 

this week. Two Ontario residents, Barbara Cinadr and Carla Pindel, are members of the Public 

Health Board. National Public Health Week is April 4-10, with the slogan: Safety is No 

Accident, Live Injury Free. 
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SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Heston reported on the following: 

 While installing the water line for the new Aldi store an unmarked gas line was struck and 

ruptured. Columbia Gas secured the line but it required us to dig slower and more 

carefully, but we have progressed well. 

 The Ontario Police were very busy in the past two weeks with 27 crashes, 28 alarm drops, 

70 suspicious circumstances, 48 arrests, 6 911 calls, 112 traffic stops, 11 OVI's, 29 assisted 

citizens, 20 lockouts, 11 thefts,  and 8 shoplifters.  Calls for service totaled 475.  All this 

activity is being handled with 3 to 4 officers per watch and is requiring overtime due to 

limited manpower.  I have asked the Civil Service Commission to administer a test for 

Police Patrol Officer so we can fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Officer 

Wallis. 

 Officer Tommy Hill was promoted to the rank of Sergeant to fill a recently vacated 

position.  

 We will soon be selling two seized vehicles and the former Tactical Response Command 

Vehicle on GovDeals.com. 

 On Feb 16th, the EPA performed a survey of our water treatment facility.  I would like to 

congratulate Marc Henke, the Water Distribution Supervisor, for a perfect report.  Such 

results are not common and it’s good to know that our water treatment is in capable hands. 

 The new dispatcher, Yvette Robertson, has been hired and will start on April 11th.  She 

holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice from Ashland University and was 

formerly a valued dispatcher with the Ontario Police Department. We are pleased that she 

has accepted re-employment with us and we welcome her back. 

 Winter storm debris pick-up will be for one week only beginning on Monday, April 18th 

through Friday, April 22nd.  We can only make one trip down each street so all debris 

must be at the edge of the street by the start date. We will not pick up landscaping refuse,  

only sticks and limbs that fell from the winter storms.  Limbs should be not more than 6 

inches in diameter and no longer than 8 feet. 

 We have found there is sufficient funding in the Street Department’s Equipment 

Maintenance Fund to pay for the replacement of the Mabee Road radio repeater, so we will 

not need any additional appropriation for that purchase. 

 I request a motion for authorization to contract with Pyrotechnico for the Independence 

Day Fireworks Display.  The Director of Law has reviewed and approved the contract as 

to form. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion for the Service-Safety Director to execute a contract with 

Pyrotechnico. Mr. Lewis seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. The full 

contract is $11,000 but the City’s obligation is $5,000. 

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Sowash had no report. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion authorizing the Service-Safety Director to complete all necessary 

repairs in front of the cemetery on Park Avenue and replace the line in its entirety.  

Mr. Weidemyre seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion authorizing the Income Tax Administrator to forgive the interest on 

income tax payments for 2010 due to tax payments made during the 2011 year in cases of 

hardship due to the adjustment with income tax exemption. This is provided the income tax 

payments are made on time according to any payment schedule established by the Tax 

Administrator. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes Aye, zero 

Nay, and the motion passed. 
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Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to accept the donation of the property from the County in the 

Industrial Park on Beer Road. Mr. Williams seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 11-12 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 505.11, HUNTING PROHIBITED, OF 

THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THIS CITY TO ADD CANADA GEESE AND 

WILD TURKEYS TO THOSE ANIMALS WHICH MAY BE HUNTED IN THE 

CITY UNDER THE STATE OF OHIO NUISANCE WILD ANIMAL 

REGULATIONS. 

 
Mr. Williams made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 11-12 on three separate days. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. Five members cast their 

votes Aye, one Nay by Mr. Lewis, and the motion to suspend the rules failed. Mr. Williams 

read Ordinance No. 11-12 for the first time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 11-13 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 11-08 KNOWN AS THE 

PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE FOR 2011 BY MAKING 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS TO THE SPECIAL REVENUE FUND 

AND ENTERPRISE FUND. 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 11-13 on three separate days. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the motion. Six members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Arnold read Ordinance 

No. 11-13 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 11-13. Mr. Williams seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance No. 11-13 

was adopted.   

 
At 7:43 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Blackwell  and a second by Mr. Williams. At roll call, six 

members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to adjourn passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

                    President of Council 

 

 

____________________________ 

Clerk of Council   


