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Ontario City Council met in regular session on March 17, 2011, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Pro Tem Mark Weidemyre presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. with 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Paul 

Williams, Larry Arnold, Charlotte Hellinger, Leon Blackwell, Mark Weidemyre, Barry Lewis, 

Joseph W. Cinadr, Acting Mayor Daniel Zeiter, Law Director Allan Sowash, Service-Safety 

Director Roger Heston, Director of Engineering Jerrod Swinehart, Street Superintendent Paul 

Gleisinger, and Clerk of Council Cathy VanAuker. Also in attendance were a number of 

interested employees and citizens. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of March 3, 2011 were presented for approval.  

Mr. Blackwell made a motion to approve the minutes and Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. At 

roll call, seven members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to approve the minutes passed. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Mr. Weidemyre opened the floor for the Public Commentary portion of the meeting. 

 

Gary Ashmore, 59 S. Ireland Blvd, came before Council to speak against the income tax 

increase. Residents working outside the City must now pay Ontario 1% in addition to what they 

pay the municipality where they work. Mr. Ashmore felt it was unfair that he pays 1 ½ % 

where he works and now must pay another 1% to Ontario which is more tax than his neighbor 

who lives and works in Ontario. 

 Mr. Blackwell explained residents working outside the City weren’t paying any tax to 

Ontario and were receiving the same services. The ½% Safety Tax was passed by the 

voters and applied to all residents. 

 Mr. Sowash explained this follows State Code that tax is taken out where you work. 

 Mr. Weidemyre said he would provide Mr. Ashmore with the name of the State 

Representative if was interested. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mr. Williams scheduled a Safety Committee of the Whole meeting on April 5, 2011 at 4:00 

p.m. to discuss hunting laws, and radios for the Police Department. 

 

Mr. Arnold reported on the Streets Committee meeting that was held on March 10, 2011. Road 

conditions were discussed and prioritizing of their repair by slurry seal, crack seal or paving. 

Ordinance No. 11-11 is on the Agenda this evening for the purchase of a crack sealing 

machine. After renting a machine the results indicated less material was used than when 

contracted out and the machine can be shared with local communities in exchange for a piece 

of their equipment that would be beneficial to Ontario.  

 Mr. Swinehart spoke to ODOT representatives pertaining to the substandard paving on 

St. Rt. 309.  They will attempt to rectify the paving issues as best they can. Mr. Arnold 

encouraged the City to continue having input until the project is signed-off for 

completion. 

 

Mr. Blackwell said the Personnel Committee meeting held earlier this evening reviewed the 

Fact Finding Report based on the FOP negotiations.  

 

Mr. Blackwell made a motion to accept the Fact Finding Report. Mr. Arnold seconded the 

motion. Mr. Williams didn’t feel the end result would be better if they chose another way but 

he is leery of the costs and the income which could result in employee layoffs. This is probably  

the best that can be done at the time. Mr. Lewis concurred but felt they were going to vote for  
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something they really didn’t like, and he was not going to support it. Mr. Weidemyre said each 

time they go to another step in the negotiating process it costs the City money. They paid for 

the Fact Finder and it will cost additional money to go before the Arbitrator which could have 

an undesirable outcome, leaving no alternatives, because the Arbitrator has the final decision. 

Six members cast their votes Aye, one Nay by Mr. Lewis, and the motion passed. Mr. Sowash 

will file the appropriate certification tomorrow morning. 

 

Mr. Cinadr reported on the following.  

 The Caucus minutes of March 3, 2011 accurately reflect his statements but after the 

meeting notification was received the $20,000 for line item 101-9010-51926 was not 

necessary, thus changing the increase in appropriations to $146,000 instead of  the 

initial $166,000.  

 Due to actions taken by the State of Ohio the City will experience a financial decrease 

of $30,491.62 which is a combination of the cuts by the State and County. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre scheduled an Economic Development Committee of the Whole meeting to 

immediately follow the Safety Committee meeting on April 5, 2011, to discuss the Industrial 

Park improvements. 

 

Mrs. Hellinger and Mr. Lewis had no report. 

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Sowash had no report. 

 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Heston reported on the following. 

 The recent rains and melting snow caused four overflows at the Rock Road Lift Station 

along with many flooded properties and basements.                             

 ODOT will be closing the W. 4
th

 Street Bridge over St. Rt. 309 this summer for four 

weeks for repairs and resurfacing, and the Park Avenue Bridge over St. Rt. 309 for two 

weeks.  Construction is expected to begin in March and ending in September with the 

bridge closings in May.    

 The Aldi water main is being installed.   

 The items sold on GovDeals brought in approximately $8,000.   

 The parks are being prepared for spring activities. Pothole patching continues.   

 The Ontario Police responded to 338 calls in the past two weeks.  The Chief has made a 

selection  to fill the vacant Dispatcher position pending polygraph and drug screening 

tests.    

 Solutions to the Lexington-Springmill street light outages were determined at a recent 

meeting with Ohio Edison and should be implemented soon. 

 The Economic Development Committee approved a motion on Feb 24
th

 to proceed with 

the initial development of the Beer Road Industrial Park.  This work must be done prior 

to applying for grants. Mr. Heston requested Council authorize a contract with K.E. 

McCartney for this purpose at a cost not to exceed $8,828.  This firm will be contracted 

because they have already completed the wetlands delineation, the environmental site  

assessment, and some of the surveying, therefore, they would be the most economical 

choice.  This contract would not preclude the City from choosing other firms for future 

development of the park. The Director of Law has approved the contract as to form.   

 In the event of an emergency the City does not have existing practices in place to 

maintain functionality within the Municipal Building, therefore, a Disaster Recovery 

Plan is being created.  Mr. Heston requested authorization to contract with Time Warner 

to upgrade the internet access at the Municipal Building to add static IP’s.  This is a two 

year contract priced at $179.95 per month, which is $63 more than the current payment 

for a total expenditure over the term of the contract of $4,318.80. This upgrade includes 

an increased upload/download speed.  
  



6425 

    

 Regular 

  
 

  

                      March 17,                                                2011 

 

 

Additional comments. 

 

 When Mr. Williams asked for the readings of the flow meter during the recent flooding 

conditions the City experienced, Mr. Gleisinger responded that 650,000 gallons was on 

the high side. After a couple of days when the overflowing ceased there was another 

300,000 gallons of overflow. The estimated EQ capacity for this high runoff demand 

would have been in the 800,000 to 900,000 gallons range. Mr. Swinehart said a 1 

million gallon EQ basin would be adequate instead of the 1 ½ - 2 million gallon tank 

originally predicted but the final capacity will be determined by the EPA which will 

include the numbers presented plus a safety factor. 

 

 Mr. Heston referred to the street light outages. When Ontario became a City, Ontario 

became responsible for everything but bulbs and photocells. Some of the replaced 

photocells were not working properly with the photocells on the controller boxes. 

 

 ODOT currently has traffic counters at the Lex-Springmill entrance and exit ramps. 

 

 Mr. Heston said he has not received the contract for the 4
th

 of July fireworks.  

 

Mr. Blackwell made a motion to authorize a contract with K.E. McCartney to proceed with 

development of the Beer Road Industrial Park for $8,828. Mr. Cinadr seconded the motion. 

Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion passed.  

 

Mr. Lewis requested information to review pertaining to the Time Warner contract before 

taking a vote. Mr. Heston will invite the IT personnel to the Safety Committee meeting to 

provide more in-depth information on this project. The new contract is for two years but can be 

upgraded at any time. 

 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held before the Council of the City of 

Ontario, Ohio, at a Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 5, 2011, at the Charles K. 

Hellinger Ontario Municipal Building, 555 North Stumbo Road, Ontario, Ohio, upon a 

proposal to amend the City Zoning Ordinance as follows: 

 

AN ORDINANCE REZONING A CERTAIN 15.058 ACRE PARCEL OF 

LAND LOCATED AT 1980 WALKER LAKE ROAD FROM R-1 LOW 

DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO B BUSINESS DISTRICT UPON 

THE APPLICATION OF CHARLES GILBERT. 

 

The City of Ontario Planning Commission has recommended in favor of this change. 

All persons interested in these issues are invited to attend and express their views. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

ORDINANCE  NO. 11- 08 

 

(THIRD READING) AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES 

OF THE CITY OF ONTARIO, OHIO FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 

JANUARY 1, 2011 AND EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2011. 

 

Mr. Cinadr made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 11-08. Mr. Williams seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and  

Ordinance No. 11-08 was adopted.   
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RESOLUTION NO. 11-03 

 

A RESOLUTION NAMING THE CITY ZONING INSPECTOR AS THE DESIGNEE 

OF THIS COUNCIL FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADMINISTERING ORDINANCE 10-

14 AND APPROVING THE FORMS DEVELOPED TO LICENSE SEXUALLY 

ORIENTED BUSINESSES AND THE EMPLOYEES OF SEXUALLY ORIENTED 

BUSINESSES, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
Mr. Williams made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution  

No. 11-03 on three separate days. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Lewis read Resolution 

No. 11-03 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Lewis made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 11-03. Mr. Cinadr seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and  

Resolution No. 11-03 was adopted.   

 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 11-11 

 

AN ORDINANCE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO D.J.L. MATERIAL & SUPPLY, 

INC. FOR THE PURCHASE OF A CRAFCO CRACK SEALING MACHINE FOR 

THE SUM OF $38,487.60 THROUGH THE STATE OF OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
Mr. Lewis made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 11-11 on three separate days. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Blackwell read 

Ordinance No. 11-11 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Cinadr made a motion to amend Ordinance No. 11-11, Section 2, to included the purchase 

amount is taken from account number 209.5020.52550. Mr. Arnold seconded the motion. 

Seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion was approved. 

 

Mr. Blackwell made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 11-11, as amended. Mr. Williams 

seconded the motion. Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, 

and Ordinance No. 11-11 was adopted.   

 

Mr. Blackwell made a motion to reimburse Mr. Weidemyre’s travel expenses to the Calisolar 

plant in Ontario, Canada. Mr. Williams seconded the motion. Six members cast their votes 

Aye, zero Nay, one Abstain by Mr. Weidemyre, and the motion passed. 

 

At 7:43 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Williams and a second by Mr. Cinadr. At roll call, seven 

members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to adjourn passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

                    President of Council 

 

 

____________________________ 

Clerk of Council   


