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Ontario City Council met in regular session on January 20, 2011, in the City Offices, with 

Council President Daniel Zeiter presiding.  The meeting opened at 7:25 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

The following persons were in attendance when roll was called: Council members Paul 

Williams, Charlotte Hellinger, Larry Arnold, Leon Blackwell, Mark Weidemyre, Barry Lewis, 

and Joseph W. Cinadr, Mr. Zeiter, Mayor Larry Collins, Law Director Allan Sowash, Service-

Safety Director Roger Heston, Recreation Director Janet Van Cura, and Clerk of Council Cathy 

VanAuker. Also in attendance were a number of interested employees and citizens. 

 

The current 2011 Rules of Council were presented for approval, as amended. Mr. Williams 

made a motion to approve the Rules, and Mr. Cinadr seconded the motion. At roll call, seven 

members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to approve the Rules of Council passed. 

 

The minutes of the regular Council meeting of January 6, 2011 were presented for approval.  

Mr. Cinadr made a motion to approve the minutes, and Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. At roll 

call, seven members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to approve the minutes passed. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Jim Henry, 1129 Lewis Road, and Dave Rehfeldt, 3479 Ridgestone Drive, co-chairs of the 4
th

 

of July Festival, came before Council. Their first meeting was held yesterday to plan the 

Saturday, July 2, 2011 event. Because the fireworks line item was removed from the budget 

they asked Council to consider funding the fireworks from the Economic Development account 

which is to market the City of Ontario. The festival is a large social event in Ontario for 

approximately 12,000 - 15,000 people. Everyone is encouraged to participate as a volunteer or 

work on a committee. The cost for fireworks last year was $10,000. Mr. Rehfeldt and  

Mr. Henry requested the City sign the contract for the fireworks which needs completed soon in 

order to reserve the company and festival date. Insurance is through the Ontario Local Schools’ 

Booster Club and they will obtain a certificate of insurance from the fireworks company. 

However, it seems unfair to place the liability on the Booster Club and would prefer this is 

reflected in the contract signed by the City, even if some funding must come from the Ontario 

Festival.  

 

Mr. Sowash recommended presenting this information before the appropriate committee and 

then request legislation is prepared for a designated amount.  

 Mr. Henry requested this legislation not go the three readings and is written as an 

emergency so they can secure a contract by early March. 

 

 

RECREATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mrs. Van Cura reported on the following events. 

 

34
th

 Annual Ontario Community Craft Show. The Ontario Lions Club collected $2,633 and 400 

toys from the 3,000 people in attendance.  

 

Family Swim. Averages twenty-five people. 

 

Aerobic Classes.  Classes are offered on Monday and Thursday evenings at the Ontario Senior 

Center. Julie Keyes teaches the class for $2 per session with an average of 15 in attendance.  

 

Zumba Classes. Held on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at the Ontario Middle School in room 

112. Mindee Leach teaches this class for $2 per session to approximately 20 people. 

 

Swim Clinic.The stroke clinic is scheduled beginning February 28
th

. Brock Spurling will 

instruct this program and swim team members are asked to volunteer their assistance. One  

lifeguard will be hired.  
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Easter Egg Hunt. This will be held at noon on Saturday, April 16
th

, at Marshall Park. Local Girl 

Scout/Brownie troops will help stuff the eggs. 

 

CPR – Lifeguarding Review Class. Debby Henry will teach this class on April 3
rd

 at 1:00 p.m. 

in the High School Health class room. Pre-registration is required and there will be a charge for 

the class. 

 

Lifeguard Certification Class. Beginning May 31
st
 from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. the Recreation 

Department will offer this class in exchange for paid lifeguarding during the year for Family 

Swim and Summer Recreation. 

 

Summer Recreation. Employment applications for youth 15 ½ and older will be available 

beginning March 15
th

 for Summer Recreation June 13-16 and June 20-23. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Mrs. Hellinger reported on the Utilities Committee of the Whole meeting held January 10, 

2011. Ontario resident Mr. Titler addressed the Committee pertaining to raising utility rates. 

The consensus of Committee and Administration members present was to increase rates. No 

action was taken.   

 

Mr. Blackwell said the Personnel Committee began discussions on changes to the Working 

Ordinance and appointing a Deputy Auditor who can sign in the absence of the Auditor. A 

Personnel Committee of the Whole was scheduled for January 27, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. to 

interview agents interested in becoming the Agent of Record for the City’s health insurance. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre reported on the Economic Development Committee meeting where they 

discussed three topics. 

1. The amount of land needed for PR Machine Works to expand their business. The best 

alternative was to sell PR Machine Works 10' of land then grant a variance. This would 

eliminate the transfer of unwanted acreage and payment of property taxes. 

2. Mr. Swinehart will prepare a plan to initiate the platting of the property on Beer Road to 

create an Industrial Park. The existing drawing shows 11 lots. 

3. The Vision Team is looking into a new City website that would be more comprehensive 

and include the schools, parks, and community activities. Cost estimates will be given 

to the Committee for consideration. 

 

Mr. Cinadr scheduled a Finance Committee of the Whole meeting for February 3, 2011, at 5:15 

p.m. Everyone is encouraged to bring their ideas for the permanent budget that must be passed 

by the end of March.  

 

Mr. Williams, Mr. Arnold, and Mr. Lewis had no report. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Collins had no report. 

 

 

SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Heston began his report by thanking Jody Orewiler for coming to the meeting tonight and 

taking the initiative to shovel the snow from the sidewalks. He is an example of the City’s 

dedicated employees.  

 Calls were received commending Officers Jon Sigler and Brian Williams for their actions in 

separate incidents and to the Street Department for their handling of snow removal.  

 The old Tactical Command Vehicle is being dismantled and Chief Smith is requesting a 

resolution to permit donating the old generator to the Ohio Special Response Team. We  
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wish to thank Home Depot for donating the portable Generac 4,000 watt generator to the 

Police Department six years ago.  

 I would like to make a correction from last meeting’s discussion about the license plate 

reader.  I have since learned that all four cameras go into one vehicle and Homeland 

Security will pay for the installation of the system.  

 Police activity was as follows: 

32 crashes (2 hit-skip/1 injury, 19 alarms, 52 suspicious circumstances, 47 traffic stops, 15 

citizen assists, 19 lockouts, 302 total calls for service.  Reports indicate someone is 

checking storage sheds for unlocked doors in the Maple Lane area, no theft has been 

reported. Citizens are encouraged to secure their sheds and report any suspicious activity. 

 Since the last meeting, snow and ice removal costs were $26,223.  Costs since December 1, 

2010 total $56,519. This is nearly $50,000 less than the same period last year. The savings 

is due to the new salt conservation practices being implemented and the difference in 

weather conditions.  

 On January 13
th

, the Civil Service Commission provided the top ten candidates for the 

position of police dispatcher. The Chief is currently interviewing candidates. 

 “Last meeting there was some questions and comments about trees which had been 

removed from Marshall Park.   First, let me state that I did not expect this administrative 

question to come up in a legislative meeting and was not prepared for it.  Secondly, please 

take note that there were only 12 trees removed, not two dozen.  Thirdly, I was made aware 

some months ago that there were some trees in the park which were going to be replaced 

with better ones which were being donated by Shafer’s Nursery.  I gave Mr. Gleisinger 

permission to do this whenever it was convenient for him; he chose to do them when we 

were grinding Christmas trees.  Mr. Shafer gave us 16 trees to replace the 12 that were to be 

taken out.  He was in agreement that they should be replaced because they were not 

straight, dropped crab apples, and had low branches which created mowing obstacles.  I 

was not here when the trees were donated and I was misinformed as to their original 

condition.  They were not damaged.  Instead, they were not perfectly straight and Shafer 

Nursery will not sell trees which are not excellent specimen.  However, Mr. Shafer, being 

civic minded as he is, he will offer them to the City.  He has donated many, many trees over 

the years and we appreciate all that he does for us.  In the future, if anybody has questions 

about administrative issues, please stop in my office, call, or email me.” 

 

 

Mr. Lewis said he visited Mr. Shafer who didn’t know anything about the trees being pulled. 

Mr. Lewis said: “I want to personally apologize for the article that was in the newspaper that 

came out of the Council meeting about the trees being damaged. He did not donate damaged 

trees to the City of Ontario. The trees came in with crooked trunks, these trees were planted 

twelve or thirteen years ago. There were no problems at that time and haven’t been. I don’t 

know what the problem is mowing under crab apple trees other than the little apples are messy 

but the mower goes over top of them. The article in the paper, written by a staff reporter, 

caused a lot of grief for Mr. Shafer and he was embarrassed because it appeared to say he gave 

the City bad trees and that was not the case at all. The trees he currently donated came before 

these trees were ground up or pulled. He had no knowledge the trees were going to be pulled, 

would not have pulled them himself, they have been there for a long time. I just want to make 

sure everybody knows that Mr. Shafer did nothing wrong, he is a civic minded individual and 

has donated numerous things to the City, trees and plantings.” 

 

Mr. Lewis questioned the validity of when the trees were suggested to be pulled when a City 

employee trimmed/pruned those trees this fall. Why would we pay an employee to prune the 

trees when they were going to be pulled? 

 Mr. Lewis felt if everyone was more open on what they are doing and provide 

notification to those who share in some of the responsibility, such as the Shade Tree 

Commission and the Parks Committees, then this may not have happened. 

 Mr. Lewis referred to a letter he received from Mayor Collins responding to his request 

concerning the trees. The letter states this is an administrative issue and to not say 

anything publically. Mr. Lewis said he likes open meetings and transparency.  

Mr. Heston responded by saying, “Well, sir, I too like open doors but ever since you 

walked into my office and closed the door behind you and called me an arrogant bastard  
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and threatened to kick my ass, twice, I’ve had a little bit of difficulty trying to get along 

with you and didn’t really feel inclined to give you a whole lot of information I didn’t 

think you would need.” 

 

Mr. Williams inquired about the companies involved in salt price fixing. Mr. Heston said the 

City does not purchase from any of the companies mentioned. 

 

In response to Mr. Cinadr’s question, if any street lights have been fixed, Mr. Heston said all of 

the lights have been repaired. 

 

When Mr. Zeiter asked for the Tree City USA status, Mayor Collins said we don’t meet the 

standard and never have, the requirement is to spend $2/capita and we only put in $1,200 per 

year. Mr. Zeiter thought many things were included when calculating that amount, such as 

pruning, planting, labor rates, and earlier in the summer Mr. Gleisinger told Mr. Weidemyre 

thousands of dollars were spent in labor planting trees. Mr. Heston said he made the decision to 

not renew the Tree City application based on information received from Mr. Gleisinger and did 

not present the application to the Shade Tree Commission or the Parks Committee. Mayor 

Collins said he has never seen any paperwork that put the City in or took the City out, the dues 

are paid and the Tree City certification is received. Mayor Collins was not aware of the 

application Mr. Heston said he received. Mr. Heston said he will look into this.  

 

 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Sowash provided information pertaining to Mr. Williams’ report on fluoride. Ohio Revised 

Code, Section 6109.20, Maintaining Fluoride Content of Public Water Supply, states: “If the 

natural fluoride content of supplied water of a public system is less than .8 mg per liter of 

water, fluoride shall be added to such water to maintain fluoride content of not less than .8 mg 

per liter of water or more than 1.3 mg per liter of water beginning: (a) on or before January 1, 

1971, for a public water system supplying water to 20,000 or more persons, (b) on or before 

January 1, 1972 for public water system supplying water to 5,000 or more persons but less than 

20,000 persons.”  

 Ontario voluntarily began adding fluoride, as a village, in approximately 1985.  

 This section of the O.R.C. makes this mandatory within these limits. 

 Mr. Swinehart said Mansfield’s fluoride levels are in the .3 range, Ontario’s are in the .9 

range. The EPA standard is 4.0 but adjusting down to the 3.0 range. 

 Mr. Arnold was advised by both a physician and a dentist not to remove the fluoride 

which benefits those who do not go to the dentist. High fluoride levels are not 

recommended but they would not want to have water without fluoride. 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 11- 02 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE/SAFETY DIRECTOR TO 

ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH FRIENDS BUSINESS SOURCE FOR THE 

PURCHASE OF OFFICE SUPPLIES. 

 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Resolution  

No. 11-02 on three separate days. Mr. Cinadr seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Williams read Resolution 

No. 11-02 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Williams  made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 11-02. Mr. Cinadr seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Resolution  

No. 11-02 was adopted.   
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ORDINANCE NO. 11- 02 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY ZONING 

ORDINANCE TO ALLOW WIND TURBINE/ELECTRICAL GENERATION 

TOWERS AS CONDITIONALLY PERMITTED USES, AND ROOFTOP SOLAR 

POWER COLLECTION SYSTEMS AND ROOFTOP WIND TURBINES INTENDED 

TO REDUCE CONSUMPTION OF ELECTRICAL UTILITY POWER AS 

ACCESSORY USES IN ALL STANDARD ZONING DISTRICTS. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 11-02 on three separate days. Mr. Williams seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Arnold read Ordinance 

No. 11-02 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 11-02. Mr. Williams seconded the motion. 

Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 11-02 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 11- 03 - AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING FLOODPLAIN 

MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS FOR THE CITY OF ONTARIO AND REPEALING 

CHAPTER 1345 FLOOD HAZARD AREAS OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF 

THIS CITY. 

 

Hearing no motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 11-03 on three separate days, Mrs. Hellinger read Ordinance No. 11-03 for the 

first time, by title only. 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 11- 04 - AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-

SAFETY DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE ONE (1) 2011 FORD CROWN VICTORIA 

FOR THE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROCEDURE AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Mr. Arnold made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 11-04 on three separate days. Mr. Williams seconded the motion. Seven members cast their 

votes Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Blackwell read 

Ordinance No. 11-04 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Blackwell made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 11-04. Mr. Weidemyre seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, seven members cast their votes Aye, zero Nay, and Ordinance  

No. 11-04 was adopted.   

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 11- 05 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE  

10-52 KNOWN AS THE TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE FOR 2011 

BY MAKING ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to suspend the rules requiring the reading of Ordinance  

No. 11-05 on three separate days. Mr. Cinadr seconded the motion. Six members cast their 

votes Aye, one Nay by Mr. Lewis, and the motion to suspend the rules passed. Mr. Weidemyre 

read Ordinance No. 11-05 for the first time, by title only. 

 

Mr. Weidemyre made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 11-05. Mr. Williams seconded the 

motion. Hearing no discussion, six members cast their votes Aye, one Nay by Mr. Lewis, and 

Ordinance No. 11-05 was adopted.   
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At 8:27 p.m., there being no further business to come before the meeting, the same was  

adjourned upon a motion by Mr. Arnold and a second by Mr. Williams. At roll call, seven 

members voted Aye, zero Nay, and the motion to adjourn passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

                      President of Council 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Clerk of Council 


